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THE ORIENTS MOST Sensational PLANT. 
AS MANY AS 8 Miniature Orchid-like blooms 
ON ONE STEM—— WILL BLOOM BY CHRISTMAS. 


é Outstanding! 
| Cattleya Orchids your florist uses in corsages, only midget siz 


ORCHIDS | 


(Bletilla Hyacinthina) 





Delicate lavender blooms — exact replicas of the 


Our large bulbs are grown and specially selected by the Orier 


largest Bletilla grower. Midget Orchids make fine corsages — are winter hardy almosi eve: i 


where — can be planted outside after flowering inside. EXTRA! Our bulbs are treated by 1 
cold storage process so you will have blooms before Christmas if you order now. 


MAMMOTH BULBS — 79c ea., 2 for $1.50; ECONOMY SIZE — 25c ea., 5 for $1.0( 


MAMMOTH BULB SPECIAL $5.00 
ppd. 


Your choice—any 4 $1.50 offers for only 
































































ECONOMY BULB SPECIAL 


Your choice—any 6 $1.00 offers for only 


TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 


$ 5.00 


The most popular of the shade-loving 
plants. Bear large colorful double-flowered 
camellia-type blooms. Ideally suited for 
indoor growing as pot plants. Can be 
planted outside after blooming indoors. We 
offer these colors — red, rose, orange, 
white and yellow. Mammoth Tubers 
= 45c ea., 4 for $1.50. Economy Size 
== 20c ea., 6 for $1.00. 


FANCY LEAVED 
CALADIUMS 


For brilliant, lasting color nothing can sur- 
pass Fancy-Leaved Caladium. Their trans- 
parent, finely-veined leaves thrive with- 
out benefit of direct sunlight. Leaves are 
a unique mottled color — easily adapted 
to artistic flower arrangements. Transplant 
outdoors in summer to brighten any drab 
shady corner. Mammoth Bulbs — 79c 
ea., 2 for $1.50. Economy Size — 25c 
ea., 5 for $1.00. 


RUBRUM LILIES 


Exotic, delicate pink flowers. Everlasting 
favorites in home, garden and greenhouse. 
Unusually attractive in corsages. Make at- 
tractive flower arrangements. Perfectly 
hardy —can be planted outside to become 
a permanent addition to your garden. The 
bulbs we send are described as mammoth 
but are really hugel We especially se- 
lected them to produce an abundance of 
flowers indoors and to have the vitality 
to continue producing for years in your 
garden. Mammoth Bulbs — $1.50 each. 
Economy Size — 39c ea., 3 for $1.00. 


GLOXINIA 


Our mammoth Gloxinia tubers will amaze 
you with their size -— and in no other 
tuber is size more important if you want 
lush foliage and a mass of blooms. We 
offer — red, violet, white, purple-bordered 
white and scarlet bordered white. Mam- 
moth Size — 59c ea., 3 for $1.50. 
Economy Size — 29c ea., 4 for $1.00. 





“MAMMOTH”? BULBS — Not extra large, giant, or 
jumbo, but MAMMOTH bulbs that produce exhibition 
pot plants of unsurpassed beauty. We'll cheerfully re- 
fund your money, plus postage, 
if you are not completely satis- 
fied when you receive your ship- 
ment. Economy Size — Smaller 
size bulbs from the same stock. 














AMARYLLIS 


We tested world wide sources 
and finally found Amaryllis of 
true color. No need to take 
“off” shades — select exactly 
what you want from the follow- 
ing positive colors — dark red, 
light red, white, red and white 
striped. Mammoth Size — 
$1.50 each. Economy Size — 
39¢ each, 3 for $1.00. (Mixed 
colors in Economy size only). 


CALLA LILY 


Vast improvements have been 
made on old standard Calla 
Lilies. The varieties we selected 
are specially suited for pot cul- 
ture and are the newest and 
finest shades of Pure White, 
Dusty Pink and Sulphur Yel- 
low. We will send you one of 
each color, or your choice. 
Mammoth Size — 59c ea., 3 
for $1.50. Economy Size — 
39c ea., 3 for $1.00. 


GLORIOSA 

Exotic “Climbing Spider Lily”. 
Sensation at flower shows every- 
where. Found in South Africa, 
it was introduced to Europe by 
the fabulous Rothschilds. The 
blooms have reflexed petals of 
bright crimson and deep yellow. 
Ideal for corsages. Our mam- 
moth tubers come from Europe 
and India. Be sure to get one, 
Mammoth size only — $1.50 
each. 





MAIL COUPON TODAY 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 
24300 Drake Rd., Farmington, Mich. 
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l Enc. is $ Please send me [_] Mammoth Bulbs 

| or |_| Economy Size Bulbs of the following: 

| .Midget Orchids Begonias 

[eee Rubrum Lilies Gloxinias 

| Caladiums Amaryllis 

| Calla Lily Gloriosa 

7 Name 

| Address 

| City Zone State 

: (Orders under $5.00 include 25c for postage and pack- 
ing. Sorry, no ¢.o.d,' 
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Here's the Gift 


Gunde Moat 


A Sudbury Soil Test Kit steals the show Christmas 
morning and arouses so much interest and enthusiasm 
gardeners want to start using it right away — and de- 
pend on it all through the year for years to come! 


The Gift that Makes Gardens Grow! 


So Low in Cost Anyone Can Afford It 

It will be a constant reminder of your thoughtful- 
ness as they enjoy better color and perfection of form 
in all their favorite flowers. Vegetables will be the 
largest and most delicious ever! Shrubs will be more 
luxuriant, the lawn a rich velvety green all summer 
long. Their garden will be the pride and envy of the 
neighborhood. They’|l thank you again and again. 


POPULAR GARDEN KIT Easy As Reading a Thermometer! 


A wonderful gift for your friends with small gardens! Handsome 


case and jewel-like lucite cover make it a delight to behold — a thrill Sudbury Takes the Guesswork Out of. Gardening 
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to work with. So simple and easy to use, it’s even suitable for begin- With these simple tests, you learn from the soil 


ners or young gardeners. Has everything needed to make 50 tests for . : : oods ¢ , 
nitrogen, phosphorus, potash and lime (acidity). Easy-to-follow di- itself just which plant f s and how much are 


rections. Charts list 125 different flowers, vegetables, etc. You can e needed for best results. The keep you from using 
give years of gardening pleasure for only $5.89! ol est the wrong kinds or too much, which can do more 
HORTICULTURAL KIT : ay tee et _ 
K t Sudbury Soil Tests show whether lime is needed 
The ideal gift for those who make I Ss and how much (pH) —how to make the soil right 
a real hobby of gardening. Lifetime 


for plants even the most difficult to grow. 


No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed 
Takes only 10 minutes—even the first tests will be 
accurate, reliable. It’s first aid for the amateur 
—the expert’s constant guide to prize-win- 
ning blooms. A fascinating hobby, rich in gar- 
den rewards. They’ll learn more about their 
soil than from a lifetime of gardening, and 
have good luck with everything they grow! 


SEND NO MONEY 
Order your Sudbury Soil Test Kits today 
C. 0. D. plus postage, or send check and we 
will pay postage. Money-Back Guarantee. 


We'll Gift-Wrap 
and Mail FREE! 


If you wish, send us check with list of 


steel chest with carrying handle, 
4 times as much testing solutions. 
Makes 150 tests. Complete instruc- 
tion book with charts showing needs 
of 225 different flowers, fruits, veg- 
etables. Used by better gardeners 
everywhere. Only $14.95. 


SUPER deLUXE KIT 


(in use below) 

For those who wish to give the 
best. Just as simple to use, this 
Super deLuxe model has 12 times 
as much testing solutions, more 
and larger equipment for years of 
use. Lifetime streamline steel chest 
with carrying handle. Full direc- 
tions. Also used by florists, nurs- 
erymen, agricultural colleges, far- 
mers, etc. There’s no finer gift for 
a cherished relative or friend, or 
for yourself. Only $29.95. 

































names and addresses to whom you wish to 
Over send Sudbury Soil Test Kits. We'll cift-wrap 
and mail to them postpaid, with Christmas cards 
300 000 bearing your name. 
b] Wr oft ey sy ye yt 
N ow », Sudbury Laboratory, Box 381, Sudbury,Mass. 


Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits a 
marked below: 


i 
Se mares Popular Garden Kits @ $5.89 each # 
ere Horticultural Kits @ $14.95 each g 
ee Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each ° 


for Special Offer Sudbury Laboratory, Box 381, South Sudbury, Mass. © City..0000 ooo cece cece eee Zone...... RE 


a 
- ° ° - ached is list of names and addresses to whom please sen J 
World’s Largest Manufactu rer of Soil Test Kits a gitbare Kits Fad with Carieonee rock ot — , 


7 
- 7 : Enclosed is $........-. Send C.0. D. , 
Delivery Before Christmas Guaranteed Send order postpaid. plus postage, 
All orders are filled by return mail. Orders received © N a 
through December 17th are sure to be delivered to your a BITE). . cc rccece sree eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ESE EEEEeEseeseeEEeees . 
lucky friends and relatives in time to put under the tree & 7 
a for Christmas. Order today—avoid the holiday rush! i MEP Eis Un ins 00scekdd sessed sbndessebbebadenensdsbesesebwonbauteda cf 
Stores: Write 7 + 
« 
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Amazing 
Holland Strain 


AMARYLLIS 
BLOOM IN 6 to 8 WEEKS 


Order now as supply is very limited— 


These Amaryllis, specially prepared in 
Holland so that the flower bud is ready 
to emerge upon potting, are the most ex- 
citing, most desirable indoor blooms. 
Richest colors, flowers 8 or more inches 
across and of perfect form. Progressive 
blooms, generally four to the stem—often 
a second stem. Place in the light. The 
flower bud really grows like magic, and 
bloom in a few weeks time—instead of 
months. Giant size bulbs—Order today. 
Make Unusual Christmas Gifts 


Fast Blooming DEEP RED 3.75 
each 3 for $10.00 


Fast Blooming FLAWLESS WHITE 4.00 
each 3 for $10.75 


“ROYAL DUTCH” 
AMARYLLIS 


These bulbs are not prepared and bloom 
later in the Winter at normal time, but 
flowers are equally gigantic in size, strik- 
ing color and perfect form. Generations 
of selected plant breeding in Holland 
have produced strong, true flowers of 
majestic beauty. 

VIVID RED 2.50 each 3 for $7.00 

PURE WHITE 3.00 each 3 for $8.50 


Popular Priced 
AMERICAN HYBRID AMARYLLIS 


True sports—ranging from self-colored to bi- 
colored and tri-colored blooms Pot at intervals 
indoors during winter for free flowering beauty. 
Can also grow in garden. Not as large as the 
Holland strain but preferred by many for their 
lower cost. 


Each 50c 3 for $1.35 12 for $5.00 
( Note: tll Stassen tmerullis will) flower year 
after wear full nstructions with each order) 


Grow Genuine 
DUTCH HYACINTHS 
in Glasses 
No Soil Required 


Special ‘“‘cups’’ made to hold 
hyacinth bulbs, are shaped to fit 
most any glass or jar. 


5 DUTCH HYACINTHS, 
One Each 


Bright Red, Snow White, China 
Blue, Delicate Pink, Sky Blue— 


and ° 
5 HYACINTH cups $2.40 
All Offers Post Paid. 


STASSEN 


FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 





POC CC CCC CCC CCCCCCCC? 


POCCCCCCr 


OPBPPBPBPBP PDP PPP PPP PPP PPP DPA D DO 


4 





Dept. 17, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 








DECEMBER 1952 ¢ () N T 7 N T \ Vol. 39, No. 12 
I, sda a dis i a es ote a Christmas Rose Arrangement 
(Cover Transparency by Manning Studios) 
er i Gwe na be dew ek bea ke been eed Richardson Wright 10 
I is i a ae Dorothy Ebel Hansell 14 
RI I oe ee eta neabngvaceieiaid & dik ala) BRT Ian 17 
ee NR ss ao aics Rt Ao. wind o seas boi WSR w SU ed Lae Tom Dilatush 22 
SESS eer err rarer a eee ane ee me re Naomi M. Ingalls 24 
I a eee ee ates Harold W. Knowlton 26 

THE GARDENER INDOORS 
Christmas Decorations 
a i a eal Louise B. Fisher 28 
All Through the House.............. Marion Rowley and Mary Alice Roche 30 
ee Se Ws RD. nak cee mccccecccasvecdecd Jean B. Amer 32 
Ne ee i ie le ae ee eee ee Robert F. Manda 33 
IN Sra gt Rice Places hk ek ga ea Gates Ph oreneeeea NS ERTS Peggie Schulz 38 
meey mums for Window Glameur. . .... .cicceccccsccassteces Nola E. Wibel 42 
DEPARTMENTS 
I Pee eile UG Le aaah ala lava, aLeue neeneae a aR IRN 8 4 
Plant for Permanence-——Chinese Photinia................. Ben Blackburn 6 
So cay ASO ROS de aos aned a Sania aha ate eto Alfred E. Runk 8 
Se 5 cy al allah a bis la ae we OD P. J. McKenna 13 
ed ars as Riss dio. Soja Baa enars RET Julia Lester Dillon 18 
A re a Jan puede Sima The Editor 21 
December in the Home Greenhouse..................---: Ernest Chabot 34 
Questions and Answers—Garden Problems................05-228000858 35 
PU IS I oo ss Succ koe 0S awe B18 Oke. Bek a AO Lester Rowntree 45 
ie oo ea SE De airs ni acdc’ vsaiinnanes oi emnuar a pmeebs 46 
December Pointers—Tips for Northern Gardeners......... P. J. McKenna 51 
What’s New—Aids for Easier Gardening.................0020 eee tees 60 
Ee ee ee ee eee ee ee C. W. Wood 64 


Marion Rowley has long been a prize-winning arranger and 
accredited flower judge. She herbs, shrubs, 
bulbs, flower arrangements, potpourri, perfume, candles and wood 

all related to her main love, the garden. A born collector, she 
has a famous horticultural library and a fabulous attic storeroom 
for containers, figurines, dried materials—-anything needed for 
shows, lectures and for illustrating magazine articles. But Mrs. 
Everett Rowley’s real treasures are in her Hanover, New Jersey, 
Her Christmas arrangements appear on page 33. 
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THE MIRACLE GARDEN for 


African Violets Blooming Plants Bulbs 

Herbs Creeping Phlox Exotic Tropicals 
Cactus Zinnias Petunias 
Gloxinia Vines Succulents 


All House Plants 


Amazing New Way to Produce Beautiful Arrangements 


The tier design of the Rotary Window Terrace gives unusual creative 
opportunity for artistic and professional arrangements. Shining alumi- 
num rings display in equal beauty formal plantings for living room, old 
fashioned effects for dining room, and herb gardens in the kitchen. You'll 
think of dozens of combinations, each more beautiful than the other. 


Much More Planting Area than Ordinary Window Box 


Three tier circular design of the Rotary Window Terrace gives planting 
area equivalent to garden space 4” x 36” in space only 12” in diameter. 
Now those in limited living quarters can have truly gorgeous and 
abundant flower gardens, 


Increases Beauty and Vigorous Natural Growth 


Rotary Window Terrace gives all plants the sunlight and fresh air they 
like and need, No more sickly away-from-the-sun vines and plants. 


COMPLETE—Ready to Plant and Mount on Window Sill 


No holes in window sill. Fits any standard window without nails or 
screws. Narrow metal flange holds shelf securely in place. Permits 
normal operation of window. Aluminum metal saucer acts as planting 
base and makes watering easy. Beautifully formed circular wire shelf is 
custom finished, Large watering saucer is 12” in diameter. Tier of 
aluminum plant rings graduate from 12” to 8” to 4”, Complete instruc- 
tions included. Beautifully gift boxed. 
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THE DECORATIVE SELF-MOUNTING 


INDOOR GARDEN 


for EVERY ROOM... EVERY DAY 


* Includes specially written planting booklet 
* Gives more planting space in small area 


¢ Fits easily on any width sill without nails or 
screws 


¢ Turns to give ALL plants fresh air and sunshine 
¢ Creates artistic professional arrangements 


Be the FIRST 


to have the 


ROTARY WINDOW TERRACE 


in Your Home 


Only 33-95 postraip 


Your Money Back if you‘re not thrilled. 


CLIP. .-. . MAIL TODAY 


eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


KAY FIELD 

Dept. F-12 

4134 Penn. Ave. 

Kansas City 11, Missouri 


Please send me Rotary Window Terraces, 
the decorative self-mounting Indoor Garden at $3.95 each 


postpaid. You'll send my money back if I’m not thrilled. 

















| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Enclosed is $ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


NAME 
(Please Print) 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. ZONE___STATE 
: (Plants and soil not included.) 
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Agricultural Frit 


Dear Editor: 

I was mildly shocked by your article 
on “Agricultural Frit” in the September 
There has been no long-standing 
belief—at least among those familiar 
with the literature on the subject—that 
plant nutrients must be soluble, and 
there is certainly nothing “recent” about 
the laboratory demonstration of the base 
exchange phenomenon. If you will 
glance at the short bibliography at the 
end of my article in the American Rose 
Society Annual for 1951 you will note a 
series of references tracing the history of 
ion exchange experimentation back to 
1850. 

Worse even than the claim of newness 
are the two conclusions that leaching of 
nutrients is eliminated and that pH is 
not related to nutrient availability. Any 
base exchange chemist can demonstrate 
that ion exchange media are not only ex- 
haustible but are reversible and may be 
re-charged. This is illustrated with some 
of the synthetic resins and even the old 
greensand medium, both of which are 
highly sensitive to the pH of the medium. 

I think the soundest conclusions, there- 
fore, are (1) that there is absolutely 
nothing new in the matter of insoluble 
plant nutrients, (2) that pH cannot be 
divorced from the phenomenon as your 
article indicates, and (3) that leaching is 
not eliminated.—DonaLtp H. WILLIAMS, 
Kensington, Md. 


issue. 


Dear Editor: 

Regarding the article on page 12, 
September The demonstration 
does not prove that the iron and manga- 
nese contained in the frit are not dis- 
solved. During hours, sufficient 
quantities of these elements dissolve in 
the water adhering to the frit and root 
system to satisfy the plant in “B.” But 
“C” only receives a highly diluted por- 
tion of the elements dissolved during a 
seven-minute exposure to the frit, prob- 
ably much less than 1/300 of that avail- 
able to plant “B,” which is too little to 
keep it happy. 

The frit is undoubtedly a valuable 
product, along with bone ash, greensand 
and certain other minerals that behave 
in a similar manner. It is probably de- 
signed to give plants a balanced diet, 
but why clutter the literature with the 
hooey of absolute insolubility?—Har- 
risoN P, Hoop, Corning, N. Y. 
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Australian Gardening 


Dear Editor: 

I thought FLrower Grower readers 
might be interested in hearing about 
gardening in southern Australia. The 
climate is similar to parts of southern 
California; we do not have snow, but 
often have frosts. 

Grapes grow in every garden—80 per 
cent of all the wine made in Australia 
comes from the South. Apples, oranges 
and all soft fruits grow to perfection, 
and in northern New South Wales and 





E. A. Wadewitz, Australian amaryllis 
breeder, favors the ten-petaled varieties. 


Queensland are grown pineapples, ba- 
nanas and peanuts, as well as all the 
sugar that Australia needs. Camellias, 
azaleas and rhododendrons do better in 
the hills than on the plains, but bulbs 
grow well everywhere. 

E. A. Wadewitz, one of the foremost 
amaryllis breeders in Australia, resides 
in Adelaide, situated between a range 
of low mountains and the sea. His work 
is centered around the ten-petaled va- 
rieties, which he says will take the place 
of the present six-petaled kinds when 
they are on the market. He grows them 
outdoors all year round.—K. Douc tas, 
Keswick, Adelaide, Australia. 


Flower Color Range 


Dear Editor: 

Adding to the controversy on which 
garden flower has the widest range of 
colors, I nominate the salpiglossis. While 
it does not have as prominent a place in 
today’s garden as roses, pansies, tulips 
or gladiolus, I think salpiglossis is more 
varied and complete in color range than 


any of these. No other flower to my 


knowledge contains all the primary 
colors. Pansies have a good shade of 


blue, but if a flower breeder would come 
upon a sky blue rose, gladiolus, dahlia or 
tulip, he’d have placed his fingers on a 
miracle. In salpiglossis, true blue is 
common—as are chrome yellow, red, 
scarlet, pink, rose, salmon, white and 
violet. Of course, there are few self 
colors in this flower, as nearly all blooms 
are bicolored with yellow. 

For second choice, I nominate the 
pansy, which, however, has many colors 
poorly represented and in narrow range. 
Who wouldn’t like to see a salmon pink 
or fiery red pansy? The sweet pea also 
has a wide range of colors. Yet it’s still 
the flower breeders’ dream to find a true 
yellow. A real blue is also wanting. All 
this isn’t meant to discredit the remark- 
able range of shades in the rose, gladio- 
lus and dahlia. For minute differences 
in shades, it is doubtful if any other 
flowers can compare. This variation is 
largely a result of extensive breeding and 
selection, 

With salpiglossis there never has been 
much breeding or selection. Of the eight 
species, only one, S. sinuata, is culti- 
vated. It’s a miracle to me that a flower 
should have developed into so magical 
an array of colors, into a complete dic- 
tionary of colors, from a single species 
—and with so little selection. In my 
opinion salpiglossis is an _ aristocrat 
among annuals. Easily grown, it is in- 
comparable for gaiety and color both in 
the border and as a cut flower. And it 
blooms for many weeks. — DaroLp 


Decker, Chula Vista, Calif. 


Dear Editor: 

I feel iris could be a candidate for the 
flower with the widest color range and 
combination of colors, if it were not for 
orchids. 

Orchids can now be obtained in every 
color and combination in the spectrum 
with the addition of white and brown. 


I believe no other flower can boast of 


such a wide range of colors and combina- 
tions and flower shapes and sizes.—J. D. 
tAHNER, Arlington, Va. 





@® For information on 
Flower Grower Round Robins 
write Mrs. Mabel E. Wickman, director 
1014 Churchill Avenue, Utica 4, N. Y. 
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n + . ple Mestreted instructions in this tion in previous editions brought up to date! Sr R AT 
ht bette ’ ; Written for all U. S. soils, seasons, climates! ED \ 
a ye, « ‘ 
ti Z Nearly 1,400 Pages! 10,000 Articles! ' \ 
; A gf More Than 1,500 “How-To-Do-It” Pictures! 
er 4 > 
al yxy —-_ 64 Color Plates! 
, = ~ More than 40 practical experts furnish the sim- 
C- ~ na a ple but complete directions the amateur home 
- : ~~ - gardener needs to grow successfully every 
CS DON'T bind stems of variety of plant, shrub, tree, evergreen, vege- 
ny i ba grap = ~~, table, flower, fruit, rose, every kind of herb, 
: ‘ nat on eka DS before vow erry, lawngrass, etc. In more than 10,000 articles 
at i move chrysonthe. nd 1,500 authoritative photos, drawings, dia- 
n- a mums, sook soilat grams and FULL-COLOR plates they show you 
ey Get all pects. how to plan, plant, ralse prize-winning flowers, 
=m © eeu mouth-watering fruits and vegetables; how to have a beautiful 
° FY lawn and shrubs; how to avoid plant diseases; prevent and 






destroy pests. It’s the biggest, most up-to-date, most practical 
“how-to-grow-it” volume for garden lovers! Nearly a million 
words! Equal to 10 full-size garden books bound in one volume! 





mour scatters lime 
in preparing ‘‘com- 
a ky post heap.” 
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Week's Trial at Our Risk!: 





_| FREE! A 





Yours as a gift Send full remittance with this 
D - coupon, and SAVE all packing, 
‘ ' @ in Any Case! shipping and insurance charges. 
' “ Full refund if you return book. 
7 . . 
| Valuable Landscaping Book in FULL COLOR! 
— Here's a thrill for the small-home owner who wants beauti- 
' fully tandscaped effects even on fimited space’ ant hanuul DE ti CAbsceuabecemh ish ccaGudet eaeaksbaaeees 51 
f Specific guidance in planning, construction and planting gar- 
? den areas to beautify vour house and add immensely to its 
value! ideas galore for your ‘‘outdoor living room’’—lovely i 9112 
: shrub arrangements, lawns, trees, walks, play areas, ‘‘old- (Please Print) 
fashioned garden,” etc. Special vlantina pian for dream 
f house that grows. Written by Helen Swift Jones, famed CITY & 
k landscape architect, and illustrated with gorgeous FULL EE Pen oe ae eae | er 





Prove to yourself, without obligation, that this Greater-than-Ever 
WISE GARDEN ENCYCLOPEDIA can help you to achieve the 
beautiful garden of your dreams. Just mail coupon at left for FREE 
examination copy. If not delighted, return it and owe nothing. Or 
keep it and pay low price of $5 (plus few cents postage) at the 
rate of only $1 a month. But ACT NOW! Big New 


Edition Going Fast! 


1952, Wm. H. Wise & Co., Inc., 50 W. 47 St., N.Y. 36, N.Y. 


COLOR plates and black.and white photos, Yours FREE in 


any case! Mail couson NOW! 


Full Color Book 
“Landscaping the 
Small House” 


is yours FREE 
Whether you keep 
Encyclopedia 
or not! 






WM. H. WISE & CO., INC., 
50 West 47th St., New York 36, N. Y. 


1 wish to examine, without obligation or expense, a copy of the 
Greater-than-Ever WISE GARDEN ENCYCLOPED!IA—nearly 
1,400 pages, 10,000 articles, 1,500 pictures and 64 FULL COLOR 
plates. After 7 days, | will either return Encyclopedia and owe 
you nothing; or keep it and remit only $1 monthly until low 
price of only $5, plus postage, is paid. 


Color Illustrated took ‘‘Landscaping the Smail 
House’’ included as your gift, whether you keep the 
Encyclopedia or not. 

SAVE 4 LB. SHIPPING COST. 


Cj) Check here for DeLuxe Thumb-Indexed Edition, only $2 extra. 
TERRE RRR EERE EERE RRR REE 




















A very special 
Christmas gift 


This magnificent book shows how 

you, with your own rules and com- 
mon sense, can achieve arrangements 
that complement and beautify every 
room. Hints about containers and a 
wealth of suggestions for parties, 
flower shows, churches, etc. 96 illus- 
trations, 32 in beautiful full color. Fx- 
amine it at your bookstore—you can’t 
resist this handsome book. 9” x 12”. 


By MARIE JOHNSON FORT, 
edited by Robert Sommerville 
$8.50 at all bookstores, 
or send check to 


RINEHART & COMPANY 


232 Madison Ave. New York 16 





America’s Newest Garden Tool 


“COMFY” Cultivator only 82.95 


Here's your chance to delight your garden- 
ing friends with a tool created for the 
“down to earth” gardener. 

The COMFY Cultivator is the first new 
development in a hand gardening tool in 
50 years. Its special velvet grip handles 
were developed by one of America’s lead- 
ing designers to prevent strained wrists 
and cramped fingers. Your hand remains 
in a comfortable and relaxed position and 
allows you to do a thorough cultivating 
job with easy, natural strokes. 

This tool is built to last for years. Steel 
is hardened by special process — colorful 
handles molded of indestructible plastic. It 
iS as attractive as it is useful. Order a 
COMFY Cultivator for every Home Gar- 
dener on your list. Send $2.95 today and 
your COMFY Cultivators will be sent post 
paid. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

P.S. You'll want a COMFY Cultivator too 
. .. make it a Xmas present to yourself. 


Quaker House 
Box 266 
Upper Saddle River, N. J. 
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Chinese 


MONG the broad-leaved evergreens 
which hold places of high esteem 
as garden subjects. several species 

of the Asiatic genus photinia command 
particular attention. Chinese photinia 
(P. serrulata) is the best of these gen- 
erally available for areas of moderate 
climate. At least three others introduced 
by E. H. Wilson early in this century 
were highly regarded in their native land 
and it is unfortunate that after so many 
| years they are not better known here. 
Photinias are limited in their natural 
distribution to the Japanese islands and 
eastern Asia. These plants have much 
in common with shadbushes and choke- 


berries, and their brilliant fruits car- 
ried in rounded panicles show close 
relationship to mountain-ashes. Another 


close relative is the popular toyon or 
Christmas-berry of California. The best- 
known deciduous species, P. villosa, has 
been widely planted in Europe and 
North America, and it is not at all un- 
common to find volunteer seedlings estab- 
lishing themselves in many districts. 
Although a and attractive 
subject, this shrub has no marked advan- 
tages over the deciduous cousins noted 
above nor over the many fine ornamental 
crabapples. 

This is far from the case with Photinia 
serrulata, however. When one thinks of 





vigorous 


| adding lustrous evergreen leaves with 
| rich coppery red and pink tones in 


the well-known beauties of 
shadbushes and crabapples, the prospect 
is exciting indeed. A British East India 
Company captain brought the first plants 
of Chinese photinia back with him from 
Canton in 1804. Within a few years 
Captain Kirkpatrick’s prize had become 
very popular and was fairly well dis- 
tributed among gardening enthusiasts. 
Shoots and young leaves of this plant 
command immediate attention because 
of their striking reddish coloration; buds, 


spring to 





Plant for Permanence .. . 


By BEN BLACKBUR\ 





MCFARLAND 


Photinia 


petioles and midribs usually retain this 
effect. The leaves are more or less ob- 
long, from 4 to 8 inches long and with 
finely toothed margins—as the scientific 
name indicates. Oddly enough, although 
the leaves are evergreen and usually re- 
main on the branchlets through the 
winter and even for several months longer 
in mild areas, they often show fine au- 
tumn coloration in tones of pink, some- 
thing after the fashion of Carolina rho- 
dodendrons. 

In earliest spring, even in March in 
Florida and Georgia, terminal buds ex- 
pand into graceful rounded panicles, with 
many branches eventually measuring up 
to 6 inches across. Jewel-like flower buds 
open to show five petals and 20 delicate 
stamens at the center. Though less than 
half an inch across individually, these 
delicate flowers are showy because of 
their numbers as well as their setting on 
lustrous evergreen foliage. 

Berry-like fruits about 14 inch across 


mature during the summer and _ stand 
out with increasing effectiveness as they 
turn bright red in the autumn. Their 


beauty and excellent lasting qualities in 
early winter have led to the name Christ- 
mas-berry being applied occasionally to 
this species, although this should be re- 
served for the relative found in Cali- 
fornia. 

Chinese photinias have the reputation 
of growing best near large bodies of 
water, ana this may be one reason for 
their popularity along the Pacific Coast. 
In the eastern states, it is doubtful if 
they can be depended on farther north 
than Cape Cod, even near the coast, and 
plantings north of Maryland should be 
made with special care. It is interesting 
to note that a fine 8- to 10-foot specimen 
has been famous on Long Island, and 
several of about half this stature can be 
found in the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

A warm loamy soil and a situation 
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offering protection from winds are the 
F first things to look for in selecting a 
8 location for these photinias. Tempera- 
§ tures much below 5° Fahrenheit for any 
length of time will cause damage unless 
| the setting has been selected to bring 
. about thorough ripening of growth to- 
wards middle or late summer. Dryness 
of the soil will accomplish this effectively, 
and yet, if foliage is to remain rich and 
lustrous, moisture must be fairly con- 
stant through autumn and winter. Plants 
should be set out only in early spring, 
with every encouragement to promote ex- 
tensive root and shoot growth in May and 
June but a gradual tapering off by mid- 


summer. | 
In most situations these shrubs are 
best grown as rounded specimens with 


many stems from the ground. In mild 


sections where winter injury is rarely .eeand raat best 


a factor they can be developed as small 


trees with a singie trunk. Striking ol fofodaitia i bushes 
foliage effects, in addition to attractive 
you can plant 


Buccaneer 


Chrysler 





flowers and fruits, make these photinias 
feature subjects. Specimens can be used 





for accent and variety in border plantings 
‘ Fi framing a lawn or formal garden picture. ALL 3 FOR ONLY 
. They are also appropriate near large 
Cc . . a 
tH buildings where the transitions from one 
h @ j POSTPAID 
é stage to another can be watched from Py 
ve windows and porches throughout the You Save $1.05 


year. Appropriate companion subjects 
include flowering cherries, camellias, 
magnolias and other first-rank garden 
favorites. It is also difficult to surpass 


Order these 
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“ other tree conifers. California bushes! 
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ata am ia , you've ever seen in a rose. New Armstrong rose for ‘53. 
@ That new-to-Connecticut pest, the anes Somes  Ceney a6 / Grows prodigiously everywhere. $2.75 ea.; 3 or 
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Sweet Pea Special 
Cuthbertson Collection 


Wonderful collection of improved 
Spencer sweet peas, unusually vig- 


orous with large blossoms, 
strong stems. 


long, 


15 packets—one of each of the 

following regularly priced at 15 

cents each..... $1.50 postpaid. 

Save 75 cents! 

DORIS—New Cherry Rose 

CAROL—Clear Pink 

COLINE— Scarlet 

DAVID—Bright Rose Crimson 

EVELYN —Salmon Cream Pink 

FRANK G.— Lavender 

JESSIE — Mauve 

JANET — White, black-seeded 

JIMMY — Deep Scarlet 

KENNETH —Crimson 

KATIE — Rose Cream Pink 

LOIS— Rose Pink 

MARIAN —Cream, black-seeded 

TOMMY —Blue 

WILLIAM— White with pink edge 
Write for complete catalog 


GILL BROS. SEED CO. 


Dept. FG, Montavilla Station 
PORTLAND 16, OREGON 
Retail Stores in Portland and Seattle 











Special Offer! 
Bee 
Floradale Fancy 


World’s Finest Strain! 

It’s fascinating to watch your own 
Geranium plants grow from seed, in 
asunny window. Wonderful for house 
plants, window boxes, urns, and in 
the garden. Enormous flowerheads— 
crimson, scarlet, salmon, rose, pink, 
»hite, mixed. The plants you grow for 
0c would cost $5 or $6 to buy! 

Start seeds now (we tell you how). 
Burpee SPECIAL—20 Seeds 10c, postpaid. 










Seed Supply limited—Send Dime Today! 
Catalog W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 
FREE Address: 412 Burpee Building 


at nearest city: Phi ia 32, Pa. or 
Clinton, lowa or R , California 








Plants and Birds 


BAYBERRIES ATTRACT MYRTLE WARBLERS 


By ALFRED E. RUNK 


ALLAN D. CRUICKSHANK, NATIONAL AUDUBON 






Although most myrtle warblers fly south 
in winter, many remain in the North. 


HE myrtle warbler, or the western 
counterpart, Audubon’s warbler. is 
the most 
wanders farther 


abundant warbler and 
north than any other. 
It breeds throughout northern coniferous 
woodlands. showing preference for the 
more open stands and borders of clear- 
ings. In migration, myrtles occur every- 
where and are especially abundant in 
brushy areas, hedgerows, field borders, 
gardens and weedy tangles. 

Although most of these warblers spend 
their winter in the southern part of the 
United States and range as far as north- 
ern South America, a large number come 
to rest in our northern states and remain 
there for the cold weather. 

The myrtle warbler is one of the few 
warblers that can subsist for long pe- 
riods upon berries and seeds. though un- 
doubtedly it prefers insects when it can 
get them. Along the shores of large 
bodies of water during the winter, many 
flies rise from the seaweed in sheltered 
spots on mild days, even in January. 
There are also eggs of plant lice and 
some hibernating insects to be found on 
trees and shrubs. But the principal food 
of the myrtle warbler during the in- 
clement season is the bayberry. So fond 
are they of these berries that their move- 
ments are largely governed by the suc- 
cess or failure of the bayberry crop. 
The “wax” of this fruit is chemically a 
true fat, hence digestible and heat-pro- 
ductive. 

Unfortunately, now that thousands of 
European starlings remain on our sea- 
coasts for the winter, the bayberries are 
devoured earlier in the season than would 
be the case were the berries left to the 
native birds alone. We may expect the 


wintering myrtles gradually to disappear 
from our coastal regions if the starlings 
continue to increase at their present rate. 
Therefore, any planting of bayberry 
shrubs by home owners and gardeners 
not only enhances esthetic values but also 
aids in conservation. 

The bayberry, sometimes called wax- 
myrtle or candleberry, Myrica_pensy]- 
canica, is a fine ornamental noted for its 
aromatic semievergreen ioliage and at- 
tractive fruit. It grows well in sandy and 
poor soils and tolerates salt spray. 

The northern variety grows to a height 
of about 9 feet, while the southern form, 
Myrica cerifera, becomes a small tree. 
The latter prefers moist and peaty soils. 
In both varieties, the sexes are separate so 
that pistillate and staminate flowering 
plants must be grown, in close proximity 
to insure production of the very orna- 
mental, grayish white berries. They re- 
main on the plant for several seasons. 

If the berries are boiled, the wax will 
melt from the fruit and come to the sur- 
face. This can then be and 
skimmed over to be used for making bhay- 
berry candles, which give off a pleasant 
odor as they burn. In early American 
homes the boiled roots produced a tea 
for headaches; while the bark was used 
for poultices and for jaundice. The Scot- 
tish people use the leaves for brewing 
in place of hops. 

Bayberries make handsome shrubs for 
our gardens, are excellent material for 
interior decorating and arrangements. 
and serve as food for over 90 species of 
birds © 


MCFARLAND 
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The grayish white fruits of bayberry often 
cling to the branch for several seasons. 
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Use dirt from your own back yard 
No need to buy fancy mixtures. Simply work Krilium into the soil al- 
ready in your pots, or make new potting soil out of plain back-yard 
dirt. Krilium will keep the soil crumbly, easily workable, and much 


more receptive to water. 


Indoor 


Easy to Grow 
in Treated Soll 


Krilium* soil conditioner helps 
winter garden hobbyists get 
"green thumb” results 


ST. LOUIS—Thanks to a great 
new chemical aid, even inexperi- 
enced garden enthusiasts can get 
satisfying professional results 
with house plants this winter. 
Krilium, a Monsanto product now 
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available at garden, hardware, and 
department stores everywhere, is 
making news as the only time- 
tested soil conditioner in existence. 


Krilium stabilizes soil in tiny, 





porous clusters that help store | 


water for gradual absorption. 
Seeds and bulbs germinate faster 
. .. Krilium aerates the soil, lets 
oxygen reach down to plant roots. 
Easy to handle. Results are appar- 
ent immediately in improved soil 
structure. 


Nothing like it 

Four years of field tests in every 
soil and climate of the United 
States have made Krilium the 
standard against which other con- 
ditioning agents are measured. 
Not a fertilizer, it does not feed 
crops or plants. You still must give 
your plants adequate food, water, 
and sunlight. But in soil treated 
with Krilium, plants have oppor- 
tunity for faster, stronger and 
more fruitful growth. 


foes cee 








Two sizes 
Buy Krilium at your local dealer’s 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. Try the new 1-lb. canister 
for house plants............ $1.69 


Convenient 5-lb. package for in- 
door and outdoor use—lawns, gar- 
I it vcitctadcadaed $6.95 
Also in full-strength Loamaker* 
formula for large areas. 


INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL TESTED CONDITIONER 





Krilium 


SOIL CONDITIONER 
A PRODUCT OF 
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MONSANTO 


SERVING INDUSTRY ... WHICH SERVES MANKIND 
*Monsanto Trade-mark Copyright 1952, M.C.C, 
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PHOTOS BY ROCHE FOR FLOWER CROWER 


ow stuffy and dull old garden catalogues appear 

compared with the beguiling ones that tempt us 
today! Why have they improved to such a vast 
extent ? 

Let’s face the fact. Seed and nursery catalogues are a 
phase of the mail order business. They’re salesmen— 
just like Sears-Roebuck catalogues. On their format, 
textual and’ pictorial appeal hinges much of the success 
of the nurseries they represent. Indeed, a horticultural 
firm’s progress may well be marked by its catalogue ad- 
vancement. To maintain maximum pulling power, garden 
catalogues have had to keep pace with the times—both 
horticulturally and artistically. Today’s better-informed 
gardeners demand fuller and more careful plant descrip- 
tions and cultural directions—as well as less exaggeration. 
(nd today’s photo-conditioned readers demand _illustra- 
tions in quantity—life-size, colorful ones. The free use of 
color photos accounts largely for garden catalogues’ “new 
look.” 

In my treasured collection of French rose catalogues 
here in my Cape Cod library, there’s not a single illus- 
tration to be found: Verdier, 1837, 1839, 1842-3, 1844; 
Oudin Aine, 1842; Sisley-Vandel. 1836-7; Thierry, 1836; 
Roblin, Belot-Defougiere, 1839. These are mainly lists 
of color descriptions and prices. Hybrid perpetuals and 
tree roses bulk large in these lists. Would that they still 


A Century of Catalogues 


BY RICHARDSON WRIGHT 














did today! Bengals occupy an appreciable space too. 
Lawrancianas have a section to themselves, with noisettes, 
bourbons and bracteatas following. 

The assortment of roses offered in the catalogue of 
Vibert, whose firm was founded in 1815, would make any 
modern rose specialist blush with envy: 702 named 
varieties! The prices make my mouth water. The tree 
rose Duc d’Orleans at one franc, 50 centimes. But that 
was long before the dollar with the fallen arches. 

Another of my catalogue treasures is “Monographie 
du Genre Rosier,” 1824, by De Prouville. Lindley later 
translated it into English. It lists page after page of 
roses once popular but now utterly forgotten. These has- 
beens teach us that many of today’s favorites—new hy- 
brids and variations—will undoubtedly recede from popu- 
lar taste in equal fashion. The wise nurseryman keeps 
his finger on the public pulse. But now and then when 
he stages the revival of a forgotten plant, competitors 
gnaw their knuckles in envy of his business acumen. It 
was just such acumen that brought old roses back into 
favor. Imagine a rose garden today without its bengals, 
gallicas and centifolias! Who could have dreamed that 
coleus would have staged a come-back? Sweet peas and 
sweet william are definitely in favor again. But has the 
lowly zinnia ever faded from popular support? No, not 
only because it’s easily grown by amateurs [SEE PAGE 12] 


a: 











SUMMER F LOWLRING BuULBs. 
fects ~~ 


[GLA DIOL orm 





TOM LEONARD 


The Wrights in the library of their Cape Cod home. One whole wall of library is lined with gardening books. 












MUST EAT, TOO! 


Well-nourished trees are 
more resistant to insect 
and disease attack and 
hold their rich, green foli- 
age. Keep your prized 
shade trees well fed with 
Bartlett Green Tree Food 

prepared specifically 
to give them a scientifi- 
cally balanced meal... 
highly organic and rich in 
nutrients. Call the Bartlett 
Tree Expert. Let him give 
your trees the needed food 
—Bartlett Green Tree 
Food! 


TREE EXPERTS 


Home Office, Research Labora- 
tories and Experimental Grounds, 
Stamford, Conn. Local Offices from 
Maine to the Carolinas and west 
to Indiana. See your local tele- 
phone directory for addresses. 


ONLY THE BEST COSTS LESS 


TEN CENTS 


For a Culture Guide and Catalog of African 
Violets, Billbergias, Geraniums, Callas, Freesias, 
Lycoris, and many.others. You also get Spring and 
Fall in 53. iin: ea bes dio kek, eek aes 
$1.00 Specials. 3 Nerines; 3 Amaryllis advena; 
2 Amaryllis hybds; 3 Pink Callas: 4 Yellow Callas; 
1 Black Calla; 2 Maricas. 3 items, $2.75, post- 
paid. 7 items, $6.00, pp. By Express, $5.50, with 
small Clivia added. Offer cancelled, Dec. 20. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL, Dept. F, La Verne, Calif. 


SNOW REMOVAL 
is EASY when you ride the 
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Don’t break your back shoveling when this 
Beaver 6 h.p. riding tractor will remove snow 
in a fraction of the time. 


You don’t even have to walk! You ride while 
this powerful tractor does the hard work. 
Clears snow from driveways, walks, service 
areas, filling stations, parking areas, etc., 
quickly, easily, 42’ heavy duty blade is ad- 
justable to 5 positions for any requirement. And 
Beaver keeps right on working when the snow 
is gone—it’s an all year servant that will plow, 
cultivate, rake, grade, roll, mow lawns, fields, 
etc., when fitted with available attachments. 


Ask your dealer for a demonstration—no obli- 
gation. Write us for literature and name of 
nearest dealer. 

BEAVER TRACTOR CO., Inc. 
1493 Stratford Ave. Stratford, Conn. 
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[From pace 10] but also because fresh 
colors and more contrasting petals have 
been produced. 

Certain catalogues have attained such 
a high standard of cultural information 
and illustrations that we look forward 
to their arrival like kids on Christmas 
morning—even scrap over who'll read 
them first. Blackmore & Langdon from 





Photo of a Camperdown weeping elm (UI- 
mus glabra camperdowni) from Ellwanger 


& Barry’s General Catalogue of 1900. 
England. Bobbink & Atkins, Wayside, 
Totty’s, Howard & Smith and Armstrong 
have long been my favorites. For sheer 
curiosity and the unusual I enjoy Rex 
Pearce. It’s also fun to be on the mail- 
ing list of the specialty nurseries. Sam- 
son’s geraniums, Professor Saunders’ hy- 
brid peonies, the Upton Nurseries’ lilacs, 
Fairmount’s iris and Jennie Spoutz’s 
African violets are fascinating reading 
fare. 

There was an era when English cata- 
logues were so superior to American that 
it wasn’t funny. Today the situation is 
reversed. There’s a good round baker’s 
dozen of American catalogues that out- 
run in information and format anything 
Britain is producing. 

Both old and current English cata- 
logues spatter their pages prodigally 
with botanical Latin. This has left its 
mark. Only the other day a garden club- 
ber came to see our garden here on Cape 
Cod. She too spattered botanical Latin 
right and left—‘Cimicifuga racemosa 
simplex, by its foliage ... ah, yes! Lysi- 
machia!” Finally we reached what ap- 
peared to be a medium-sized bush that 
might grow into a tree. She stood there 
puzzled. “What is it?” In my nastiest 
Latin I snorted, “Salix babylonica niobe 
—weeping willow to you.” As sure as 
I’m alive, that woman imports her seed 
from England. She departed as wilted 
as Niobe herself but still cordial—in 
English. It was on the tip of my tongue 
as she left to roll out those noble Roman 
words, “Ave atque vale.” 

Among the most pleasant experiences 
we Wrights enjoy are visits from nursery- 
men come to see how their stock is grow- 
ing. And great fun it is to discuss roses, 
azaleas and lilacs with the fog horns 
moaning or a smart breeze whipping 
about—all the while, of course, cleverly 


manufacturing opportunities to show off 
our most likely-looking specimens. Praise 
from these folks is praise indeed. A 
“Wow” from Jack Grullemans or Don 
Wyman puts us on our toes. Helen Totty, 
being a quiet girl, never says “Wow.” 

Despite the general excellence of our 
modern American catalogues, I’ve a few 
complaints to register. Already I’ve be- 
gun to tire of the sameness of ranks of 
Kodachromes and wonder wh, colored 
drawings of plants and flowers are not 
interspersed through them, drawings such 
as those made by that sympathetic and 
careful artist Tabea Hofmann. Actually, 
the good color drawing gives a more faith- 
ful reproduction of a plant than does the 
photograph, just as a portrait gives you 
more of a person than a photograph. 

It would help a lot of beginners. too, 
if more explicit growing directions ac- 
companied each section of plants. Some 
catalogues do supply this. Others pre- 
sume that the reader knows how. Eng. 
lish catalogues are also apt to be meager 
in this respect. 

But whether catalogues are good, bad 
or indifferent, winter wouldn’t be winter 
without them. There’s more pure pleas- 
ure in this free literature than in any 
other I know. You can read yourself to 
sleep dreaming dreams. When cata- 
logues appear, can spring be far be- 
hind ?> 








MCFARLAND 


Croft Lily in Vermont 


@ Snowy trumpets formed like those 
of the Easter lily, but blooming out- 
doors in July, distinguish the Croft 
lily. Its fragrance also resembles that 
of the Easter lily, but seems milder. 

The blossoms are very large, of good 
texture, and they excite favorable com- 
ment from all who see them. Since the 
stems are not tall, these plants prove 
useful at the front of the perennial 
border. They look well in groups or 
planted in rows. The foliage is green 
and clean looking. 

Showing no signs of disease and un- 
troubled by insects, the Croft lily 
seems perfectly hardy here (as does 
galtonia) with a heavy covering of 
pine needles for protection through 
the snowy season. 

—Naomi M. Inecatts (Vt.)! 
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Coldframe 
Gardening 


By P. J. MCKENNA 


URING these short days of Decem- 
D ber, take advantage of every mild 
day to give coldframes a thorough 
ventilation. Plants with green leaves are 
never really dormant unless the temper- 
ature drops to freezing. 

Pansies and sweet violets should be 
flowering now, provided the temperature 
is right. Remove blooms instead of al- 
lowing them to decay on the plants. 
Whenever feasible, stir the soil, especi- 
ally if you have to give water. If violets 
seem tardy in flowering, don’t be con- 
cerned. They'll pick up in January, 
when the sun gets higher—if the temper- 
ature can be kept at 40° to 45°. Ina 
lower temperature, flowering will be de- 
layed until around March. 

By now you should be picking lettuce, 
Chinese cabbage and cress, the current 
problem with them being to keep the 
temperature above _ freezing. Little 
further development can be expected 
from these crops, nor is it advisable to 
try to carry them through winter. Cress 
and radishes will go to seed as soon as 
spring growth begins. 

If the frame is used principally for 


carrying plants through the winter which | 


are liable to damage outdoors, that’s 
another story. Simply cover coldframes 
over with hay or straw and leave them. 
Allow snow coverings to remain. In 
addition to pansies, biennials carried 
over in this way include English daisies, 
forget-me-nots and canterbury bells. Per- 
ennials carried over include chrysanthe- 
mums and red-hot-pokers (kniphofia). 

The coldframe offers yet another pos- 
sibility for usefulness—the propagation 
of trees and shrubs by means of hard- 
wood cuttings. These are cuttings taken 
after leaf fall and after plant tissue has 
been subject to several frosts. The list 
of plants suitable for propagation by 
hardwood cutiings is extensive. It in- 
cludes the mockorange, butterfly-bush, 
privet, chaste-tree (vitex) , rose-of-sharon, 
willow, deutzia, weigela, false-spirea 
(sorbaria), jetbead, flowering quince, 
hydrangea, tamarisk and many others. 
Currants, grapes and gooseberries are 
propagated by this method also. 

Although the coldframe is ideal for 
this method of propagation, you may run 
into the problem of needing the frame in 
early spring for raising seedlings before 
it’s possible to transplant the cuttings to 
the garden. But the project fits in very 
well if you don’t plan to use the frame 
for seedlings before March. [See article 
on hardwood cuttings, November issue, 
page 26.—ED.| > 
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Order these Bulbs 
NOW 


for delivery and planting 


the first week in February 


We have selected choice, top quality bulbs 
of your favorite house plants, and are now 
carefully curing them in our warehouses for 
delivery at the proper planting time. 


GLOXINIAS 


Brilliantly colored house plants, which re- 
spond quickly to the simplest care, have 
large, velvety, inverted bell-shaped flowers 
soft handsome leaves. Bulbs may be 
planted from early February until late May 
to provide a succession of cheery bloom. 
Mixed Colors, Three $1.25; Doz. $4.50. 


GIANT ROYAL DUTCH 
AMARYLLIS 


Even the amateur gardener can confidently 
expect expert results with these exceptionally 
fine bulbs. Blooming about 6 to 8 weeks after 
lanting, they produce huge, trumpet shaped 
oo of unbelievable beauty. For a con- 
tinuous display all winter, plant bulbs 2 
weeks apart. Mixed Hybrids, Each $3.00. 


Camellia Flowered TUBEROUS BEGONIA 


TUBEROUS-ROOTED 
BEGONIAS 


Plant these indoors in February and enjoy 
their exotic flowers and attractive foliage in 
the home. As the weather turns warm, set 
outdoors where they will bloom until late 
fall. Begonias are ideal for shady places, sup- 
plying dazzling color and beauty. Wayside’s 
Carnival Mixture: Doz. $3.00; 25 for $5.50. 


RESERVE THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURIST BOOK-CATALOG NOW 


Unquestionably, this is the finest catalog offered anywhere. 180 pages filled with 
exciting new roses, shrubs, bulbs and perennials, fully listed and illustrated in 
true-to-life”? colors. This splendid reference book contains explicit cultural direc- 
tions and timely garden hints. To be sure you get your copy, it is necessary to 
enclose with your request 50¢, coin or stamps, for postage and handling. 


70 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 
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Gardens 


Wanside 





For 


AFRICAN 


VIOLETS 
and Other 
House Plants 









Clean, Odorless and Full of Good Food 


Feed Ra-Pid-Gro to your house plants and watch them grow and bloom 
as they never have before. It’s the complete formula for a perfect food. 
It’s easy to use—just a spoonful in two quarts of water (it dissolves 
instantly) and pour it in the pot or spray it on the foliage. It’s clean, 
odorless and safe to have in the house, too, because it’s non-poisonous 
to people or pets . . . Buy Ra-Pid-Gro from your favorite store or 
nurseryman. If he cannot supply you, use the coupon below. 


Order from 
your favorite 
sfore 


—or use 
coupon below 











iz 8 \ \ } ‘ r 
oo" RAI DGRO 
* : z 
; RA-PID-GRO CORPORATION, DEPT. FG, DANSVILLE, N. Y. : 
. Please send me: ............ lbs. of RA-PID-GRO at $............. CO) RA-PID-GRO Planting : 
- and Feeding Chart (no charge). My C) check () money order is attached. ; 
: SA ee eee eae ee NE PRL aE ee ae eT Fee ETO ; 
PN aicissca ccc gutresneaniomcamehicamacanl Ri I sa cicsticacencinseniasepnneeccarttinnssentions : 
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In what was once a potato field is this beautifully and extensively planted southern 
residence, the home of the three Hill sisters close to the Lynnhaven River in Virginia. 





* Pe by 


The Misses Elizabeth G. Hill and Evelyn 
C. Hill stroll through their lovely gardens. 


Sea Breeze Farm 


UNUSUAL PLANT MATERIAL ABOUNDS IN THIS FABULOUS VIRGINIA GARDEN 


EA BREEZE FARM is. situated on a 
bluff. commanding a broad view of 
the Lynnhaven River and the sur- 

rounding Tidewater Virginia country- 
Visitors to the home of the Misses 
Elizabeth Gregory Hill, Evelyn Collins 
Hill and Fanny Calvert Hill exclaim at 
sight of the expanse of water and natural 
landscape. Marveling at the wealth of 
plant material. they continue to exclaim 
while they walk up and down and around 
the extensive grounds and gardens. 

To appreciate fully this lovely southern 
property as it is today, one has to know 
something about its beginning. For the 
story of Sea Breeze Farm is an adventure 
story—the adventure of the Hill sisters in 
gardening. 

In April. 1918, the sisters 
five then 
in the 


side. 


there were 
decided they wanted a place 
country. They prevailed upon 
brother, the late William Collins 
Hill, to drive from their home in Ports- 
mouth into the rural part of Princess 
Anne County. And it was truly rural— 
muddy some pasture land, but 
mostly woods of oak, pine, black wal- 
nut, gum, and holly. Dog- 
American redbud were in full 
bloom and their beauty made the sisters 
all the more eager to acquire property 
away from the city limits. 


their 


roads, 


sycamore 
wood and 
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By DOROTHY EBEL HANSELL 
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They selected a 10-acre farm, aban- 
doned by the owner because his Irish 
potato venture had not proved profitable. 
The small farmhouse was located right 
in the middle of the potato fields. There 
was one lonely persimmon tree and a 
scraggly cedar nearby; but fringing the 
potato fields were choice native trees. The 
muddy roads did not discourage the Hills, 
nor did the weeds and brush so over- 
grown that it was barely 
catch a glimpse of the river. 

They recognized the possibilities of the 
farm. Also, on that important day, the 
family feasted on Lynnhaven oysters 
from the oyster beds along the front of 
the property. Miss Evelyn Collins Hill 
intimates that delicious oyster roast had 
some bearing on the family’s decision to 
buy the farm the very next day. 

Within a year, trees and shrubs. flowers 


possible to 


and vegetables were being planted. With- 
in three years. the house was remodeled, 
lawns and gardens _ started. 
Gradually. the rows of vegetables in the 
immediate vicinity of the residence gave 
way to gardens, azalea_ borders, 
plantings of camellias and tree peonies 
and the many other plants which have 
caught and held the enthusiasm of the 
Misses Hill through the passing years. 
From time to time, additional land has 


seeded 


rose 


been acquired, until now Sea _ Breeze 
Farm covers 200 acres. Fifty acres at 


remain untouched wood- 
land, a bird sanctuary and wild flower 
preserve. 

Trees and shrubs and flowers furnish 
interest, from February 
through December. According to Miss 
Elizabeth Gregory Hill, the only bleak 
and dull month is January, when even 
curl up in self-defense 
against the raw winds. 

There are, oh, so many different kinds 
of trees: loblolly and _ short-leaved 
pines. cedars, black walnuts, hickories, 
pecans, sycamores, gums, persimmons, 
apples, cherries, crabs, pink and white 
dogwoods, redbud and its rare and choice 
white form, Cercis canadensis alba. I 
noticed the bluish green of the deodar 
cedar: the stiff, pointed leaves of the 
China fir, Cunninghamia lanceolata; and 
such species of magnolia as grandiflora, 
virginiana, soulangeana and_ tripetala, 
all represented by beautiful specimens. 
One grandiflora or bull bay magnolia, 
only 3 feet high in 1946, when it was 
transplanted from the Portsmouth home 
garden, is now over 24 feet tall. I also 
noticed the cuplike yellow flowers of the 
yellow cucumber magnolia, M. cordata 
(Magnolia acuminata cordata), 


the entrance 


long-season 


the evergreens 
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Hollies are at home at Sea Breeze Farm 
and quite naturally so, for Ilex opaca 
grows abundantly throughout Princess 
Anne County. Although much of the 
wooded area has been converted to pas- 
ture and, within the two years since my 
previous visit, to real estate development 
of small homes, there are still old hollies 
which have been spared from the wood- 
cutter’s axe. Ilex vomitoria and its close 
relative, I. cassine, are also native to the 
locale. The former, commonly called 
Yaupon, produces unusually dark green 
leaves and scarlet berries. 

The second species, Dahoon, has dull 
red berries, which now and then may be 
yellow. The host trees were heavily laden 
in April with their tiny yellow flowers, 
and bees were hovering around them in 
great numbers. My attention was also 
directed to the Chinese Burford holly (I. 
cornuta), I. pernyi and to seedlings of I. 
cornuta under rose bushes. 

Camellias, which .have been growing 
in southern gardens for a century and 
in recent years have been gaining popu- 
larity on the West Coast, also find con- 





In April, Sea Breeze Farm is gay with the 
bright blossoms of azaleas and dogwood. 


ditions congenial at Sea Breeze Farm. 
There are more than 400 of these ever- 
green shrubs, including well-known 
named varieties of C. japonica, reticulata 
and sasanqua, and named and unnamed 
seedlings raised by Miss Evelyn Collins 
Hill. It is her desire to have a camellia 
of her own raising at every post of the 
fence enclosing the gardens. 

Camellias at Sea Breeze Farm range 
in height from small seedling plants to 
shrubs of treelike proportions, 20 and 
25 feet high, which are literally covered 
at flowering time with their luscious 
blooms. The blooms may be small, as 
are those of Rosetta, or 5 to 6 inches 
across, as are those of Magnolia King. 
They may be pure white like the flowers 
of C. japonica alba, shell-pink like Pink 
Ball, dark red like Robert E. Lee, varie- 
gated like Chandleri or Tricolor. Tri- 
color bears large white, pink and lav- 
ender-purple flowers all on the one shrub. 

I do not know what I expected to see 
at Sea Breeze Farm on April 18, 1952. 
[ certainly was not prepared for the 
lavish display of blooms presented by 
azaleas. The scene was breath-taking. 
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In every direction I looked, my eyes 
fell upon masses of shell-pink, deep pink, 
rose and lilac-lavender, interspersed with 
white—the pure white of Snow, Snow- 
drift and Fielders White. I especially 
liked Fairy, Azuma Kagami (Pink Pearl) 
and Lilacina. 

Azaleas border the drive to the porte- 
cochere; they border paths; they line 
the front of the property above the river 
bank; they are massed in the center 
of and along the path leading from the 
front steps of the dwelling to the river 
bank. A side path is planted with Rho- 
dodendron obtusum (Azalea obtusa 
arnoldiana). Pink and white dogwoods 
and apple trees rise above and in back 
of azaleas; tall evergreens accent the 
pastel colors. I find myself bereft of 
words to describe this bountiful beauty. 

There are intimate scenes which de- 
light garden lovers. White tulips, white 
pansies, narcissus, cowslips and straw- 
berry geraniums (Saxifraga sarmentosa. 
in the South an attractive groundcover; 
in the North a pot or basket plant) grace 
the earth beneath myriad pink and white 
blossoms on an old apple tree. Big white 
pansies—every flower face wholly white 
except for a tiny yellow spot in the 
center—edge the beds in one of the rose 
gardens. Drifts of narcissus, through 
lightly wooded sections and in front of 
shrubbery, appear in infinite variety, 
from the wee Narcissus minor minimus 
in February, the dainty N. triandrus al- 
bus in March, to the large Fortune daffo- 
dils on stalwart 2-foot stems in April. 
Silver Chimes, like large-sized Thalias, 
with nine flowers to a stem, is a favorite 
with the Hills. 

There are choice plants which excite 
the interest of plant lovers. Mahonia 
bealei is so satisfied with its environ- 
ment that it has grown to maturity from 
self-sown seedlings. There is not just 
one cherished specimen, as may be seen 
occasionally in a northern garden, but 
a number of mature plants and young 
seedlings. The older plants carry large 
grapelike bunches of greenish blue 
berries (they eventually turn blue) which 
succeed the clusters of small yellow, 
fragrant flowers. 

Nandina domestica, which is root 
hardy in sheltered situations in some 
northern gardens, is reliably hardy south 
of Washington, D. C., and thrives at Sea 
Breeze Farm.. In the shade, its foliage 
remains evergreen; in sunny locations, 
it assumes an attractive red color. 

Photinia serrulata, whose smaller rela- 
tive P. villosa is hardy farther north, 
reaches majestic proportions in this Tide- 
water garden. Photinia serrulata is 
handsome at all times of the year. The 
new leaves are a clean light green and 
gradually darken as the months pass, 
until they become a dark red, almost 
maroon in December. The buds, like 
blood red tassels, open into flat, white 
blooms 6 inches across. The red, berry- 
like fruits are effective in Christmas 





YOUR CHOICE OF 
GARDEN BOOKS 


FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
by Marie Johnson Fort. 32 color and 64 black and 
white photos. 237 pages.....--.scccccccecees $8.50 


FLOWERS AND TABLE SETTINGS by Julia S. 
Berrall. Illus. 96 pages......cccccccsereccees $5.00 


FLOWER SHOWS AND HOW TO STAGE THEM 
by Adele S. Fisher. Illus. 176 pages.......-.- $3.50 


10,000 GARDEN QUESTIONS by [5 experts. Edited 
by F. F. Rockwell. A complete garden encyclopedia. 
Biles, 26GB SOBIR. éoccc ccs vcccccecccconcccces $4.95 


GARDEN AND GREENHOUSE CHRYSANTHE- 
MUMS by Alex Laurie and D. C. Kiplinger. Covers 
culture and care of ‘mums for both commercial and 
amateur growers. 26 illus. 124 pages........ $2.50 


GARDEN BULBS IN COLOR by McFarland, Hatton 
and Foley. 275 color plates with concise text describ- 
ing each plant. 292 pages........csecccceses $3.95 


GARDEN HOUSEKEEPING by Mary Deputy Lam- 
son. A book to guide the home owner in maintain- 
ing his grounds with less expense of time and money. 
Tee, «BST DRGs 60:0 6.0 0:005.00000400 000464000008 $3.5 


GARDEN IN YOUR WINDOW by Jean Hersey. 
Complete information on indoor gardening... .$3.50 


GARDEN TIME IN THE SOUTH by Mattie Abney 
Hartzog. Directed in particular to the states south 
of the Mason-Dixon Line. 35 color and 82 biack 
and white photos. 370 pageS.........seeese+% $6.00 


GARDENER’S TROUBLE SHOOTER by Victor H. 
Ries. Discusses all the ailments and pests that affect 
growing plants. Illus. 320 pages...........+- $3.50 


GARDENING HANDBOOK by T. H. Everett. Covers 
every phase of home gardening. 340 how-to-do-it 
ee. «TE IG ooo 65-5 cnksncs sens tevvecsces $2.50 


GARDENING IN THE SHADE by H. K. Morse, 
Author lists 500 perennials, annuals and shrubs 
that thrive in or tolerate shade conditions. Com- 
plete cultural directions given..........+seee. $5.0 


GERANIUMS by Helen Van Pelt Wilson. Gives im- 
portant facts about pot, window box, greenhouse and 
garden culture. Lists over 300 varieties. 7 color 
Se cn abk e502 460500600640094.0008 $3.95 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING FOR EVERYONE by 
Ernest Chabot. Illus. 26 pages...........+.+. $4.00 


GROWING WOODLAND PLANTS by Clarence & 
Eleanor G. Birdseye. Gives cultural requirements 
and propagation directions for over 200 wildflowers 
and ferns native to woodlands of Southern Canada 
and Northern United States. 223 pages........ $4.00 


HANDBOOK OF FERTILIZERS by A. F. Gustafson. 
SO MN ac pecnadhansesdis betuscauad $2.00 


HEMEROCALLIS: THE PERENNIAL SUPREME 
by Philip G. Corliss. Discusses breeding, culture 
hybridization and use in flower arrangements, Illus. 
BID DOOR. 6 0 0.0.0:0:0.0:0.49:6:00.00:0.005000000009300009 $7.50 


THE HOME GARDEN BOOK OF HERBS one 
SPICES by Milo Miloradovich. 236 pages......$2. 


HOW TO ATTRACT BIRDS by Robert S. Lemmon. 
Covers planting, feeding, and housing......... $1.75 


HOW TO GROW RARE GREENHOUSE PLANTS 
by Ernest Chabot. Illus. 182 pages........... -$4.00 


HOW TO GROW ROSES by J. Horace McFarland 
and Robert Pyle. 32 pages in color. 192 pages. $2.49 


HOW TO BEAUTIFY AND eereve YOUR HOME 
GROUND by Henry B. Aul. 155 drawings and illus- 
ao hn 60 00 0000565-404050040800 $3.50 


On orders of $4.00 or more, we pay the postage; other- 
wise, U.S. and Canadian residents add 15¢ and 
foreign residents 10% for shipping and handling. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. If for any reason 
you are not completely satisfied, return within 10 days 
and we will gladly refund your money. 


FLOWER GROWER BOOKSHOP 
(Mail Order Only) 
2049 Grand Central Terminal, N. Y. 17, N. Y. 








RARE XMAS BARGAIN 


BY MAIL FROM THE NORTHWEST 


For Gift Giving ... 


30 


Over 12 sprays 8” to 12” long, 
full berried ENGLISH HOLLY. 
MISTLETOE . GREENS . Decora- 
tions . Cones . Corsage Pins 
Ribbons . Sno Foam Center- 
piece, Etc. 


forest and 
farm fresh 


ITEMS 


POST PAID 





Plus complete material to make Corsages, 
Centerpieces, Door Garlands. Use for Pack- 
age Decorating, Place Settings, Decorating 
Windows and Doors. © 


Guaranteed Fresh Christmas Delivery 
We will gift-send for you. 


FREE XMAS CARDS INCLUDED 
Send name to be signed 


ORDER NOW! 
For December 20th Arrival 
Send Your Gift List and Cash, 


For Home Decorating 
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Make Beautiful 
Xmas Corsages, Decorations 
in a jiffy with 
simple instructions sent. 











Check or Money Order NOW 


EVERGREEN GARDENS 


ROUTE a BOX 22 RIDGEFIELD, WASHINGTON 
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plants, 
vine), 
All easy 


ter direc 


tables, 


PLANTER above empty, for other 


Red Flame Ivy 


50° each 


3 for $1.25 
(Colorado Ivy) Put new, brilliant 


(postpaid) 
contrast into your dish garden or 
collection of green house plants 
with a Red Flame Ivy. Its rich, dark red color blends 
delicately through the satiny green leaves and stems as 
the plant grows. One of the most popular house plants 
today! 





attractively arranged 


in specially prepared soil. 
unique self-irrigating tube which carries wa- 


of the top soil. 
in windows, 
Christmas gift for 
especially 
direct to any address furnished — postpaid. 


Christmas DISH GARDEN 





beautiful, easy growing 


plants and a lovely planter. 


You'll be amazed at the glamour of these five different house 


the popular cissus discolor (Rex Begonia 
in a glistening plastic planter. 
growers, they come already planted 
The planter has a 


including 


tly to the roots, preventing crusting 
A real charmer atop coffee 
kitchen, etc. An ideal 
friends or relatives — 


those at a distance—we ship 





planting, 89¢ each; or 2 for $1.75 


Prayer Plant, 


6 it each 


2 for $1.25 
(Maranta Kerchoreana) Your 


(postpaid) 
friends will marvel at the attrac- 
tive manner in which this unusual 
and attractive plant folds its leaves at night as though 
in prayer. Bright green leaves have interesting choco- 
late brown spot patterns. When folded at night they 
assume a distinct, vertical shape. 





SPECIAL —all plants in this ad (one each) including Xmas dish garden, ONLY $4.00 


MAIL _ «your 
‘order today! 


Money refunded on returned pia 
bf you: ore Het ontlatied. - 


Greenhouses 
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Route 1, Box 184 
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to: Dept. F-122 


PAUER’S GREENHOUSES, Rt. 1, Box 184, Waukesha, Wis. § 


Please send me the following plants POSTPAID: a 
O Xmas Dish Garden Special...... $3.49 
One empty planter........+- 89¢ 


O 2 for $1.75 
50¢ O 3 for $1.25 y 


nan 


One Red Flame Ivy.....+.-. 
One Prayer Plant.........-. 65¢ 0 2 for $1.25 
-00 


O Combination of all plants (One of each).... $4 ¢ 
for which I have enclosed $.....ee6. 

PRIS 6-6 '0:0 0.6-0:6:0.0:0.0'65.6.0.00.0006:60000000000500086000000808 i 

NEE, cnwhineckecaseeeiekee tanice boientl sant abocen A 
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decorations if the birds do not devour 
them first. 

Marking the entrance to the guest 
house, which is open for the comfort of 
visitors during Garden Week in Vir- 
ginia, are a camphor tree and a banana 
shrub. Cinnamonum camphora, whose 
wood is used in the making of camphor, 
is an aromatic tree with evergreen leaves 
5 to 6 inches long and clusters of yellow 
flowers. The banana shrub, Michelia 
fuscata, an interesting Chinese member 
of the magnolia tribe, has glossy yellow- 
green leaves and brownish yellow flowers 
rimmed brownish red. The _ flowers 
possess a definite banana odor. 

Other rare trees and shrubs happy at 
Sea Breeze Farm are the dove tree 
(Davidia involucrata), the loquat (Erio- 
botrya japonica), the pineapple guava 
(Feijoa sellowiana), the tung-oil tree 
(Aleurites fordi) and the Japanese pit- 
tosporum (P. pobira). 

The rose has contributed much to the 
adventure in gardening in which the Hill 
sisters have been engaged these 30-odd 
years. I have already mentioned the rose 
garden in which the beds are edged with 
all-white pansies. In another rose garden, 
the beds are bordered with rosemary. 
There are hybrid teas and hybrid per- 
petuals, ramblers and climbers, rare old 
varieties and new varieties. 

Every year, for a number of years, 
Miss Evelyn Collins Hill has arranged 
an educational exhibit of old and new 
roses for the annual rose show of the 
Princess Anne Garden Club. For her 
exhibit in 1951, and again in 1952, she 
received the gold medal of the American 
Rose Society. 

She became an exhibitor for the first 
time in 1931, at the fall show of the 
Horticultural Society of New York, when 
she showed flowers of 61 varieties of 
plants blooming in November. At the 
fall show in 1938, Miss Hill was awarded 
a silver medal for berries, shrubs, roses 
and fall flowers. Since then, she has re- 
ceived bronze, silver and gold medal 
awards and various trophies from the 
Horticultural Society of New York and 
the International Flower Show. In ex- 
hibiting, she has been ably assisted by 
her sisters, the late Miss Blanche Baker 
Hill and Miss Elizabeth Gregory Hill. 
who has been president of the Princess 
Anne Garden Club since its organization 
in 1932. 

In 1943, at a dinner in the Hotel 
Madison in New York City, Miss Evelyn 
Collins Hill was presented with a Steu- 
ben glass urn “in appreciation of fine 
plant material exhibited at the shows 
of the Horticultural Society of New York 
and her fine spiritual cooperation.” 


In the words of Grace E. Barstow 
Murphy, Sea Breeze Farm is a “gem of 
wild and cultivated flowers and plants 
and trees, where mockers, cardinals and 
hosts of other birds find food all winter 
among the berry-laden shrubs.” » 
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Dahlia Honor Roll Preview 


NOTES ON 


THIS YEAR’S TRIALS FOR SELECTING THE 1953 


FLOWER GROWER DAHLIA HONOR ROLL, COMING IN JANUARY 


LOWER GROWER’S 19th annual fea- 
Pie article on new dahlias, an- 
nouncing this magazine’s National 
Dahlia Honor Roll for 1953, will be pre- 
sented in the January issue. Recognized 
in dahlia circles as the outstanding annual 
feature on new dahlia varieties, this 
article will describe in detail the past 
year’s choicest originations. It is hoped 
that this presentation will serve as a 
handy guide for you in selecting new 
varieties come next dahlia-planting-time. 
As usual, this year’s several hundred 
new varieties come from all over the 
country. They have been received by 
FLOWER GrROwER’S four regional testers, 
who have grown and rated them on the 
basis of actual performance, placing the 
top-notchers on the FLowerR GROWER 
Honor Roll. 
Preview notes made on this year’s 
dahlia trials by the four regional testers 
follow. 


In the East .. 
Lynn B. Dudley (N.Y.) 


All dahlia gardens in the East, in- 
cluding our own trial garden, 
fected by the severe and prolonged heat 


wave during July and August. It’s my 
opinion that during this dry, 90° and 


over period, feeder roots, necessary to 
plant growth, could not develop. As a 
result, the plants remained dormant at 
about 2 feet high for approximately six 
weeks. 

When temperatures became’ more 
normal and occasional rains fell, growth 
was rapid, and, at the time this is being 
written in late September, the plants 
are normal in height but about two or 
three weeks late in blooming. 

The greatest number of varieties ever 
received for testing were planted this 
year—a total of 117. These include all 
three sizes: large (A), medium (B) and 
small (M). There are a number of good 
miniatures and pompons in the latter 
classification, but medium-size varieties 
predominate and, as last year, cactus 
types are in greatest number. 

We are now busy scoring, photograph- 
ing and doublechecking in our own gar- 
den and at the two American Dahlia So- 
ciety trial gardens in this area. As yet, 
we cannot forecast how many will score 
the required 85 points or more to gain 
a place on the Honor Roll. 


In the Midwest ... 
J. Louis Roberts (Ill) 


I have 63 dahlias on trial from 13 
states—New York to California and 
South Carolina to the state of Washing- 
ton. There are very few large (A) types 
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were af-— 


—mostly miniature (M) and medium 
(B) sizes. 

We had a lot of rain during May and 
June, which drowned out some plantings. 
Fortunately, my trial patch is over a 
gravel bed and escaped injury. However, 
we had more days over 90° than ever 
before in the records of the weather bu- 
reau, which adversely affected the plants. 

Some haven’t bloomed as yet (Sep- 
tember 30), but within a week I expect to 
be able to select the varieties for the 
Honor Roll. 


In the South ... 
Conrad E. Faust (Ga.) 


The South experienced a major 
calamity to its vegetation this year as a 
result of excessive heat and drought. 
Weather bureau records show that June 
broke all previous heat records, with the 
exception of September, 1925. The 
temperature at one time registered 
103.3°, the hottest in 75 years. Dahlias 
suffered along with other plants. Those 
put in in May and June were unable to 
develop sufficient roots and many died. 

Early September brought rain and 
cooler temperatures. The dahlias which 
had survived started to grow vigorously, 
many producing fine blooms. Because of 
the lateness of the season, however, few 
came with open centers. 

Sixty-four new introductions from all 
over the country were planted in the 
Honor Roll garden here. Although the 
percentage that made the Honor Roll 
is small, there'll be some fine introduc- 
tions on show tables next year. 

No doubt, there are some excellent 
new introductions which did not make 
the Honor Roll due to the summer heat. 
We can control irrigation but we cannot 
control high temperature. 


On the Pacifie Coast ... 
Richard T. Eddy (Calif.) 


This year, I have more than 70 varie- 
ties on trial, 90 per cent of which are of 
the A (large) and B (medium) size. 
Growing conditions were ideal until late 
August, when California, aloag with 
other parts of the United States, expe- 
rienced a longer than usual hot spell. 
This held back growth despite frequent 
watering. 

Too many varieties of the “so so” 
grade, which don’t have a chance to make 
the Honor Roll, are sent for trial. On the 
other hand, certain growers who really 
know their dahlias consistently send only 
outstanding varieties. This explains why 
each year introductions of four or five 
established growers find their place on 
my Honor Roll 












THE GREENHOUSE YOU DON'T BUILD... 
YOU JUST SET IT UP! 


METROLITE 


AMERICA'S FINEST a) $ 6 | Sy 
PRE-BUILT GREENHOUSE! ground up! 
Here's the 10 ft. 8 in. x 14 ft. glass enclosed garden 
that gives you the joy of flower and vegetable grow- 
ing 12 months of the year! The famous METROLITE 
GREENHOUSE Is so accurately pre-built that THERE 
1S NO POSSIBILITY OF MAKING AN ERROR IN 
ASSEMBLY! ANYONE .. . YES, ANYONE CAN SET 
IT UP! Construction-wise, Growing-wise, Penny-wise, 
the METROLITE GREENHOUSE Is the FINEST YOU 
CAN OWNI! Other lengths in units of 4 ft. 8 In. 
Send TODAY for FREE Illustrated Booklet. 
Growing With America Since 1871 


METROPOLITAN GREENHOUSE MFG. CORP. 
EEics Flushing Avenue * Brooklyn 37, New York 


Gladiolus 
for CHRISTMAS 


We have the finest collection in exist- 
ence. Send $6.00 for our Special un- 
labeled assortment of 40 varieties. We 
will send a beautifful Christmas card 
announcing the gift to the name you 
send us and will send the bulbs 
later. Or send us any amount and let 
the recipient select his own varieties. 


MAPLE SYRUP 


is also a fine gift. 
























$6.00 per gallon. 


$3.50 a half gallon or $2.00 a quart. 
Not prepaid. 


Send 10 cents for our wonderful 
gladiolus catalog. 


Champlain View Gardens 


Burlington, Vt. 


Eimer Gove Box 45 











BARGAINS IN 


@ Jumbo Fruit Trees @ Shrubs 
@ Shade Trees @ Evergreens 
@ Hedging @ Roses 
@ Strawberries @ Vines 
@ Raspberries @ Perennials 


ZILKE BROS. NURSERY 


Box 300 Baroda, Mich. 


















STRAWBERRY PLANTS 


Allen’s 1%3 Berry Book tells best 
varieties for home and market, and 
how to grow them. Free copy. Write 
today. 

W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 West Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, 
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Southern 


Gardens 


By JULIA LESTER DILLON 





receive intensive pre-Christmas clean- 
ups. Home folks and guests will be 
visiting and all must be presentable. 


DEAD WOOD, caused by summer heat 
: y , and long drought, must be removed fron 
Viz: that, for the Edification of the Publick, they will ‘|| trees and shrubs. Sharpen your tools and 
jointly sponsor the Annual YWJLLIAMSBURG GARDEN |] | in each instance cut down to green wood 
SYMPOSIUM —now in its seventh year—in two Sessions, Lopping shears will take off most dead 
| so similar as to admit of no sensible Difference, on March 
g-11 and March 18-20, 1953. The Registration Fee is 





| I the South, gardens as well as houses 
An Announcement by Colontal Williamsburg 
and the Flower Grower Magazine: 


| wood, but sometimes large branches must 
‘|| be removed. To remove limbs of more 
than 2 inches in diameter, make an wu 
| dercut 2 or 3 inches from the main stem 
entitles the Subscriber to the following Benefits: | | and " — re ye the sign h. Then 

saw the branch off at the main stem, 


close to the crotch. The weight of the 





extremely modest, being but 15 dols. current Money, and 





1. Eight Lectures, enliven’d by Magick Lantern Slides, by be ‘ sae ni 

; ‘ At . | wood will pull the branch down and 

noted Horticulturists and Garden Designers; | beeak it off at the undercut. Smooth off 

| the remaining piece and cover the cut 

with sealing paint. There will be no split- 

ting or other damage to the main stem, 

| and new growth will develop immediately. 

EVERGREENS—cypress. yews, thujas 
and most of the broad-leaved plants 

can be cut safely for Christmas decora- 

tions. Magnolias, loquats, photinias and 

all of the hollies will also provide hand- 
some greens for you and your friends. 


11 |  HAWTHORNS, with their scarlet ber- 


2. Two Teas, at which the Authorities will discuss inform- 
ally such Matters as may be rais’d by the Patrons; 


3- A Guided Perambulation through some twenty lately- 
refurnished colonial Gardens; | 


4. A diverting Excursion either to the Camelia and Azalea 
Gardens at Worfo/k, or to the Plantations along James 
River; 

5. A conducted Inspection of the eight principal Exhibition 
Buildings of Colonial Wi/hamsburg ; 








ries, provide rich Christmas color. Pyra- 


6. An Assembly to discuss the Problems of Garden Club | cantha crenato-serrata (P. gibbsi yunna- 
; | nensis) carries a heavy burden of ruby 
berries along every twig and stem. Pyra- 
7- A Candlelight Concert at the Royal Governor’s Palace; cantha koidzumi (P. formosana) is _ 
+ . ° : : ally covered with scarlet fruit larger than 

8. The Gift of a newly-printed Book on eighteenth- | ease of the ether plant. 


NV. B.: Intended Subscribers are respectfully requested to 
direct their Application to THE GARDEN SYMPOSIUM, | 
Colonial Williamsburg, Williamsburg, Virginia. | 


century Plants, inscrib’d in the Author's own Hand. 


ill 
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METAL LAST 
GARDEN MARKERS sor Yu 
Name Pires GGlvanized Steel’? “gras tes! wire 
8 DIFFERENT STYLES = si East ot noctes 


A—12 inch hair pin type. Doz. 60¢; 20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.50 
B— 7 inch plant label. 25 for 40¢; 100 for $1.00; 500 for $4.00 
C—10 inch Garden Marker. Doz. 60¢; 20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.50 
D—3 inch Swing label. Doz. 40¢; 30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 
E—1112 inch Rose Marker. Doz. 70¢; 18 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00 
G—21” Single wire. 25 for $1.50; 100 for $4.80 

H— 6 inch Pot label. 40 for $1.00; 100 for $2.20 

J— 4 in for African Violets. 100 for 80¢: 1000 for $5.00 
TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 
and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 
25 B, together with a weatheproof pencil all for $1.00. 


ORDER NOW WHILE AVAILABLE 


EVERLASTING LABEL COMPANY 


Box 93 PAW PAW, MICH. 








HOLLIES are very prolific. The old 
Christmas holly, Ilex opaca, has numer- 
ous forms, many of which are outstanding 
and should be used freely. The Chinese 
hollies, Ilex cornuta, are a race apart. 
They grow into tall shrubs with showy, 
heavily-spined foliage. The brilliant ber- 
ries of the female I. cornuta are very 
large and arranged in large clusters. Tlie 
Burford clone of I. cornuta grows wider 
than tall, but berry clusters are larger 
than those of the Chinese holly and more 
numerous. Both are among our finest 
winter shrubs. 

Small-leaved hollies are also distinctive 
and useful. Ilex cassine angustifolia has 
small bright berries along 
branches. The narrow leaves are a good 
green. Yaupon holly, I. vomitoria, is 
much used for hedges and protection. 
Both are thornless. Birds feeding upon 
the abundant berries drop the holly seeds 
and start new plants in unexpected 
places. This is also true of many other 
plants—dogwoods, crabapples, plums. 
redbuds, cherries and loquats—and the 
seedlings make fine gifts.» 
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Use vines to 
frame your windows 


ROCHE, STUDIO PUBLICATIONS 
: Se eal 
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Author Ruth Gannon’s vine-framed window 
as seen in “Decorating v‘ith House Plants.” 


Note will frame a window more 

prettily than a flowering vine. And, 
as in many cases the foliage of the vine 
is almost as appealing as its flowers, it 
becomes doubly attractive. Some varieties 
have the added asset of fragrance, but 
to bloom properly they will need a sunny 
location like any other flowering plants. 
Most vines will need a wire or cord on 
which to climb. Choose a light or dark 
one, depending on which is least con- 
spicuous in your setting. You can also 
tone down a shiny wire with oil paint. 
Naturally, as the vine grows, the support- 
ing wire will be covered. 

Vines can also be grown successfully 
on a plastered wall over a brick fire- 
place and will cling by means of small 
roots at the leaf nodes. This is a par- 
ticularly fashionable treatment in mod- 
ern-type rooms. To keep the vines in 
place before roots develop, use pieces 
of adhesive or Scotch tape across the 
stems at 6-inch intervals. If desired, 
vines may be trained up one side of a 
window, across the top and down the 
other side. When not in bloom, they 
serve as a charming frame for other 
flowering or foliage plants. 

One of the best vines on all counts is 
the passion flower. It is a vigorous 
grower, climbing by means of delicate 
tendrils. Triple-lobed leaves are borne 
at frequent intervals along the many 
stems rising from the roots. Attractive at 
all times, it is outstanding once its large 
flat flowers, 4 to 5 inches across, start 
to unfold. 

This excerpt from Chapter 4, Flowering 
Vines and Trailers, of Ruth Gannon’s new 
book “Decorating with House Plants,” is 
an example of the store of useful informa- 
tion this book offers. Published by Studio 
Publications, it is available from Flower 
Grower Bookshop, $5,00. 
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CQNOQOQOADVOALRO 


7 ss eventh eA nnual 
Wit lamsburg 


arden symposium 


SPONSORED BY COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 
AND FLOWER GROWER MAGAZINE 


POPMOQOROYMRVONE 


Please Register Me For The Session Checked Below: 


DO FIRST SESSION—Monday, March 9, through Wednesday, March 11 
ODO SECOND SESSION—Wednesday, March 18, through Friday, March 20 
My check covering the $15.00 registration fee for each person 
registered is enclosed. 

Please also register me for the following accommodations (for three days): 


WILLIAMSBURG INN & WILLIAMSBURG LODGE & 


GUEST HOUSES TAVERNS 
[] Double Occupancy, each. .$21.00 [J Double Occupancy, each. .$13.50 
(1 Single Occupancy ....... 24.00 [J Single Occupancy ....... 15.00 
These rates are based on the European Plan. 
I expect to arrive at..i...cc0es DUM GR cibidecsnscnonien ‘etineeewe . 
E CROGCt 00: SBS: A LOOT WH ss i.66ic.'b.0i00054540d80esees $066ss6s6000008 
NAME eoeeeoeeeveeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeneeeneee *eeee e*ee7neeeeeteee#ee 
ESE re eee ere Ee ee eee ee : 


Reply to Williamsburg Garden Symposium, Goodwin Building, Williams- 


burg, Virginia. 








®, The BEST greenhouses available—ANYWHERE! 


All styles—small or large—for home or 


Waldor Aluminum Greenhouses 


Tomorrow's Greenhouse 
—today! 


The best greenhouses—the best values! 
ALL-ALUMINUM — no rot, rust, or ter- 
mites! Easily erected — most modern de- 
sign. Extendable to meet future needs. 
LOWEST freight costs 
LOWEST erection costs 
LOWEST maintenance costs 
TEN-YEAR WARRANTY! 
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commercial use. Prices from $278.25 YY~ SS 
Write for illustrated brochure 14 Ps BL lad Lh el 
I ree . Rag 
WALDOR GREENHOUSES ie. alow 
Box 188-F SALEM, MASS. by Nes Sie J 
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Hor Christmas 


Gininy 





ERIE are books galore by your favorite garden 
experts. Their authoritative and informative 
articles on gardening have been appearing in 


Flower Grower Magazine for many, many 
years. And what better Christmas present could you 
give a garden friend than a good garden book? It is 
a gift that will long be cherished. Choose the garden- 
ing book... and choose the friends for the Christmas 
gift that lasts! 


I’m sure you all remember Ruth Gannon’s inter- 
esting articles in our January and April issues. 
Ilower arrangers will particularly remember the 
wonderful story in the August 1951 issue on dried 
arrangements. For more information on dried ar- 
rangements, I recommend her book WINTER 
BOUQUETS WITH COLOR. This has been one of 
our best sellers month after month. Those who haven’t 
as yet purchased this book should do so right away! 
Price is only $3.00. This book tells you how to make 
lovely arrangements from flowers and vegetables 
grown in your garden or from weeds, grasses, leaves, 
wild flowers and ferns found in the fields and woods, 
The book is p¥ofusely illustrated. 


Now, we offer you another wonderful book by Mrs. 
Gannon, entitled DECORATING WITH HOUSE 
PLANTS, Just published this Fall! It is one of the 
most beautiful books on the subject that I have seen. 
There are chapters on flowering plants, vines and 
trailers; foliage plants, vines and trailers; bulbs for 
indoor bloom: orchids for home culture; cacti and 
succulents; how to grow house plants from seed; 
soil; inseet control, ete. 136 pages packed full of 
information and wonderful photographs. All indoor 
vardeners should have a copy of this book in their 
garden library. Price? ONLY $5.00. 


Another popular Flower Grower writer who has 
written books on gardening is Ernest Chabot, author 
of the monthly article on greenhouse gardening. 
Most of you who have greenhouses probably already 
have a copy of Mr. Chabot’s first book GREEN- 
HOUSE GARDENING FOR EVERYONE. Price 
$4.00. It's a book every beginner as well as advanced 
greenhouse gardener should read. If you know some- 
one who is just now starting to garden in a green- 
house and is looking for a book which tells what 
plants to grow this winter, here’s just the book! 
Discusses location of greenhouse; construction; heat- 
ing, ventilating, automatic watering, pest control; 
what vegetables and flowers to grow, etc. The book 
has photographs and line drawings. 


Mr. Chabot wrote another book on greenhouse gar- 
dening this year, entitled HOW TO GROW RARE 
GREENHOUSE PLANTS. He tells how to grow 260 
flowering plants under glass; how to propagate, pot, 
water, shade and train them. Illustrated. Also priced 
aut $4.00 A copy of both of Mr. Chabot’s books on 
greenhouse gardening would make a lovely gift for 


some friend who has just acquired a greenhouse. 
Both books: 388.00. 


For flower arrangers we offer three paper-bound 
books by Mrs. Naida Gilmore Hayes, whose article 
on wood arrangements appeared in our January issue. 
These books would make a lovely gift for a dear 
friend who loves to make different and unusual ar- 
rangements. They have been in great demand by our 
readers. Their tities are ROADSIDE ARRANGE- 
MENTS, DESIGNS TO LIVE WITH, and the latest, 
OLD WOOD IN NEW WAYS. They are priced at 
ONLY, $3.00 for the set. These books tell you how 
to make arrangements using flowers and grasses 
found in the country, along the road, in woods, ete. 
Each book is-illustrated. ; 

We also have two wonderful and informative books 
on church flower arranging. These are excellent 
books for women whd make arrangements in their 
churches. Their titles are ARRANGING CHURCH 


FLOWERS by Ina Jones (a best seller), priced at | 


$2.00, and a new publication, FLOWER ARRANGE- 
MENT FOR CHURCHES by Adelaide B. Wilson, 
priced at $4.00. They are complete guides for mak- 
ing beautiful arrangements in every type of church. 
There are arrangements for the various religious 
holidays such as Christmas, Easter, etc. Both books 
are illustrated. 


Other books on flower arranging available through 
our book are: THE ART OF DRIFTWOOD 
AND DRIED ARRANGEMENTS, and THE ART OF 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT, both by Tatsuo Ishi- 
moto. Each is priced at $2.95. Mr. Ishimoto thor- 
oughly covers the subject, and there are 150 beautiful 
photographs in each book to show you how to make 
different arrangements. This is another book com- 


bination that a friend or relative who arranges 


flowers would enjoy and appreciate. Then we have 
ROSES AND HOME FLOWER ARRANGING by 
Edna Whitsitt, priced at $1.50; THE JOY OF 
FLOWER ARRANGING by Helen Van Pelt Wilson, 
priced at $3.95; THE COMPLETE BOOK OF FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT by F. F..Rockwell and Esther Gray- 
son, priced at $4.95; FLOWERS AND TABLE SET- 
TINGS by Julia Berrall, priced at $5.00; THE NEW 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT FOR EVERYONE by 
Dorothy Biddle and Dorothea -Blom, priced at $3.50. 


We also have books on the florist business, trees 
and shubs, house plants, botany, ete. Check our 
advertisements in previous issues for a more com- 
plete list of books. If you wish to order books not 
listed, write to me and T’il do my best to get them 
for you. PLEASE REMEMBER, though, that all 
orders for books that are to be delivered in time for 
Christmas giving should be received by us before 
December 15th, so DO GET YOUR ORDERS IN 
PROMPTLY! The early bird catches the worm, 
you know. 


WITH CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO YOU ALL! 


Vettic A, Onell 


MANAGER 
FLOWER GROWER BOOKSHOP 


P.S.—We are eliminating all shipping charges on U.S. and Canadian orders for the Christmas season. For- 
eign residents, however, kindly add 10% of book price. 


FLOWER GROWER 
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Good and Bad in Plants and Men 


HEN Christmas comes it’s time to 

\\) think about all the good things in 

life and to wish that somehow 
Christmas and goodness would last all 
year. It’s time to look away from what- 
ever is bad and to try to forget that 
there’s got to be badness somewhere or 
else we wouldn’t know goodness when 
we see it or perhaps there wouldn’t be 
any such thing. Or maybe it’s truer or 
better to say that when Christmas comes 
it's time to make the most of whaet’s 
good and the least of. what’s bad. 

But in gardening there’s much more 
good than bad, and even the bad is 
sometimes good in a way. and it’s sel- 
dom easy to tell where one leaves off and 
the other begins. The pests and diseases 
and freakish weather that injure and 
kili our plants are really the things that 
challenge our skill and our patience and 
account for our joy of achievement when 
things turn out the way we want. And 
even the people who try to cheat us on 
some of the plants and garden para- 
phernalia we buy help sharpen our wits 
about the good and bad in plants and 
other garden things. 


O F course the bugs and fungi and kill- 
ing frosts are all of a. piece, and 
we usually blame ourselves if ever they 
catch us off our guard. But plant-selling 
people are something else. and it takes 
more effort to learn—and some of us 
never learn—to tell the good from the 
bad. But why not blame ourselves for 
not knowing how to tell them apart or 
for not being on our guard until we 
learn? 

Plants, we find, are like everything 
else. There are good, bad and indifferent 
kinds. and of every kind there are good, 
bad and indifferent grades. You just don’t 
get the best of the best at the prices you 
get the worst of the worst. There are good, 
bad and indifferent ways of selling them 
too. Plants aren’t new or rare because 
some advertisement writer who doesn’t 
know them says they are, and they’re not 
low-growing or drought-resistant because 
a salesman who never saw them before 
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says so just because that’s what you want. 
Tulips and glads the size of peas will 
give you flowers as fast as eating chloro- 
phyll candy wins you everlasting fame, 
and a bargain offer of dried-up cuttings 
will make your place the talk of the 
town as sure as a pot of perfumed grease 
will make you Miss America 1953. 


T’s easier now than it ever was to know 
I what kinds of plants will suit your 
needs and it’s easier to learn where the 
kinds and grades you want can be ob- 
tained. There’s more printed on plants 
and gardening today—in books, maga- 
zines, pamphlets—than ever there was, 
and there are more county, state and 
federal workers to set you straight on 
any gardening question or solve what- 
ever problem you come up against. By 
a few hours reading you can learn what- 
ever you want to know about any plant 
or plants, and at the cost and effort of a 
letter, telegram, telephone call or visit 
you can check on anything or anyone 
you like. If you waste your time and 
your money by not learning to tell the 
good from the bad in plants and in peo- 
ple who sell them you’ve no one to blame 
but yourself, 

It’s worth remembering, then: Selec- 
tiveness is the keystone to advancement 
in gardening, as it is in every other en- 
deavor. To improve our gardening we 
must improve our quality-consciousness 
and strengthen our will to be guided by 
what we've learned. As we get to be 








This gaff-rigged schooner sailing high 
and dry at the home of Richardson 
Wright on Cape Cod is a replica of 
an old-time Massachusetts fishing 
boat. Jack Roche “sighted” it. for 
Frower Grower while taking the 
catalogue shots which accompany the 
article by Dick Wright on page 10. 





better gardeners we seek out better 
plants, and it’s a mark of the connoisseur 
to only want the best. 

When Christmas comes. and when the 
season for the planning of gardens and 
the ordering of plants is close at hand, 
it’s time to make the most of what’s good 
and the least of what’s bad—in plants 
and in men. 








Coming in the January Flower Grower 


@ We'll start the new year with a bang by bringing you pictures and descriptions 
of the new year’s new plants and the All-America selections. 


@ Want to take an armchair plant-hunting tour of European gardens? 
month T. H. Everett of The New York Botanical Garden will be your guide. 


@ The “big story” on dahlias is due next month—the Flower Grower National 
Dahlia Honor Roll—for connoisseur and novice alike. 


@ Calling all rose addicts to a roundup of the latest roses by our own annual 
rose reporter, Gene Pfister, American Rose Society president—next month! 


@ Ever wish you had a list of all the show gardens in the U. S.? We'll go you 
one better with a map and list to guide you in any part of the country. 


@ There’s news on camellia varieties too! Many of these new southern belles 
are waiting to make their debuts in your garden or greenhouse this year. 


Next 
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By TOM DILATUSH (N. J.) 
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Dense twiggy Perfection is aptly named. Like all 
hollies, it loves a root blanket of oak leafmold. 









A sampling of the thousands of handsome American hollies in 
the nine-acre Dilatush orchard in Robbinsville, New Jersey. 














or most folks the glossy green leaves and bright 
red berries of holly spell Christmas cheer in techni- 
color! In many homes, holly sprigs deck the Yule 
mantle, holly-filled baskets carol a doorstep greet- 
ing, holly wreaths brighten the front door. But 
instead of buying these traditional holiday decorations each 
year, why not grow your own? For in addition to holly’s 
Yuletide usefulness, it’s of great ornamental value as small 
specimen trees, hedges and in the shrubbery border. More- 
over, holly is easy to grow. 

For more than 200 years, however, holly was neglected 
in America because folks thought it was hard to grow. 
Only since World War II has it started to be planted ex- 
tensively. The very simplicity of its requirements has been 
the stumbling block. For holly is resentful towards modern 
complicated horticultural practices that succeed so well 
with other plants. This explains why scientists, horticul- 
turists and enthusiastic home owners—folks who’ve made 
a real success of growing things—fail miserably with holly. 
Holly can be balky as a mule, but if approached the right 
way, it actually strives to please. 

The secret of growing happy, healthy holly is to know 
both its chief love—oak leafmold—and its pet peeve— 
having its rootlets disturbed—and then to supply plenty 
of the former and avoid the latter like the plague. Since 
you ll be concerned with the rootlet question when you 
buy your holly, let’s consider that first. Holly is so resent- 
ful of having its roots disturbed that one moved bare root 
or with a loose earth ball may well sit and sulk for weeks 
with sparse, sickly foliage. When you buy small hollies, 
buy only potted ones or ones with wire-basketed roots; 





Top of Cardinal holly. Masses of scarlet berries 
weigh the limbs down to give this holly its name. 
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buy large hollies with a burlapped ball. Hollies over 8 feet 
tall should be purchased only with a laced-rope burlapped 
ball affixed to a wooden platform. Burlapped hollies should 
be inspected to see that the earth ball is very tight and 
that no large roots have been cut. 

But oak leafmold, nature’s own soil conditioner and 
plant food, is what solves most of the difficulties of raising 
holly. It’s most easy to use as there are no formulas, no 
special mixing and not even a definite amount to apply. 
Simply dig a hole two or three times the size of the holly 
pot, basket or ball, set the tree in the hole with the ball’s 
upper surface level with the ground surface—no deeper 
and fill under and around with pure oak leafmold. If a 
mixture of soil and oak leafmold must be used, the per- 
centage of leafmold should be no less than half. 

The soil about your holly planting should be topped 
with a 3-inch mulch of oak leafmold. This serves as a 
valuable insulating blanket winter and summer. It pre- 
vents rootlets from being disturbed by frost action in winter 
and heat from killing them in summer. English and 
Chinese hollies planted in cold climes particularly need 
this protection. Never pile heavy soil on top of the root 
ball as that will smother the holly, as will too deep 
planting. 

Because hollies are heavy eaters, a steady year-by-year 
feeding program is essential to produce dark green leaves 
and bright red berries. Each spring add an inch -blanket 
of oak leafmold under the branches. About once every 
five years, dig a circular trench around the holly beyond 
the roots and add sufficient oak leafmold to provide for 


additional plant growth. Nitrogen is [SEE PAGE 48] 


Author’s one-year cuttings in fruit. The unusual early-bearing 
quality of this new unnamed variety has won it early acclaim. 








Snowy centenarians! The double white narcissus 
(N. odorus plenus) in the author’s own garden 
are a division from a clump some 100 years old. 


By NAOMI M. INGALLS 





MAXHAM STUDIO 


This sun-tighted clump of lemon lilies (Hemerocallis flava) is nearly a century old. It was planted by the author’s mother. 


MAXHAM STUDIO 

















For 75 years these sky blue iris have 
sparked the doorway’s welcome at the 
John Whites’ family home, Jamaica, Vt. 





Ts always a happy occasion when a friend invites us to 

her home and proudly displays the family heirlooms— 

a once-busy spinning wheel, a highboy, perhaps a 

grandfather clock, whose silvery chimes roll back the 
years. As the conversation flows along, I am usually be- 
guiled into telling about Aunt Marinda’s thin silver spoons 
and Great-aunt Icybinda’s silk and satin quilt made of 
small, paper-lined octagons all hand-stitched, as the 85- 
year-old lady was wont to report complacently, “without 
the aid of glasses.” And then, no longer able to refrain 
from speaking of green, growing things, I add: “We also 
have some living heirlooms—keepsake plants. There’s the 
red ‘piney’ and the white roses, which belonged to Aunt 
Hester. They’re more than 100 years old.” 

One of my earliest childhood recollections is that of tip- 
toeing to the window at daybreak to count the dozens of 
these snowy roses which had opened during the night. 
This rose bush (Rosa alba) grew beside a mossy stone 
wall. There were also bushes of the lovely China rose 
Old Blush and a row of low-growing semidouble scarlet 
roses. Across the narrow road which ran by the house, 
mother’s loved daylilies (Hemerocallis flava) neighbored 
with a stand of pungent golden-buttoned tansy (tanacetum), 
while plumes of gnarled, ancient lilacs perfumed each suc- 
ceeding spring. The pleasant ginger mint or striped berga- 
mot (Mentha gentilis variegata) with its yellow-striped 
leaves made a pretty carpet around the big doorstone, a spicy 
odor arising whenever one of us brushed past. Years ago, 
an old resident, gray-haired and stooped, told us that these 
perennials had been growing on our farm long before even 
my parents moved there 66 years ago. So these rugged 
plants must have weathered the vicissitudes of our climate 
for nearly a century. Although the old farmstead is now 
deserted and its buildings long since gone, lilacs, herbs, 
daylilies and some roses still carry on there—neglected but 
always beautiful, year after year. 


Pure white offspring of a plant more The 
than 70 years old is this lovely Mme. 
Plantier rose in the Ingalls’ garden. 
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Today, in our own home garden, divisions from these 
plants from the old family farm may be seen growing 
happily. The numerous offspring of a 70-year-old plant of 
Jacob’s-ladder (Polemonium caeruleum) are valued not 
only for the memory they evoke of wide stretches of sky 
color beneath olden apple trees but also for their adapta- 
bility. We love the delicate bell-like flowers and place 
clumps of the plant in yarious nooks and corners. The 
planting beneath a spirea is especially charming. In spring, 
the drooping spirea branches, heavy with white bloom, 
seem to deepen the color of the azure bells. The total effect 
—a blue sea wrapped in silver spray. 

The fragrant, double white narcissus (Narcissus odorus 
plenus) in our garden are divisions from clumps a century 
old. These, the snowberry bushes (symphoricarpos) and 
the “syringas,” as philadelphus was often called in earlier 
days, are as old as the narcissus, but the cobbler’s bench 
(Lamium maculatum) is a mere 50 years old. Here in 
Vermont, the latter is often called snowflake mint because 
of the distinctive white mark in the center of the leaf. The 
rose flower heads contrast beautifully with the snowy 
abundance of the confederate violets (Viola papilionacea 
priceana) and the blue stars peeping out from olden myrtle 
vines. Above these plants, a friendly lilac provides ample 
shade. Farther down our garden spaces, gay Von Sion 
daffodils nearly a centry old wave golden bonnets, brighten- 
ing the greenery like tethered sunheams. And although 
more than 70 summers have witnessed the deep pink blos- 
soming of our prized Rose des Peintres moss rose, it is still 
carrying on. 

To me, it’s always interesting to hear about friends’ heir- 
loom plants. Thus I was pleased when Violet G. Wheeler 
described the annuals and roses which originally flourished 
at the home of her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Deliverance 
Wheeler, Sr., of Readsboro, Vermont. Though but a small 
child at the time, she remembers vividly [Sere pace 52] 





snowballs 
below has been growing on this same 
grassy Vermont slope for a century. 






F. W. CASSEBEER 


The Dykes Medal, top award, went to soft brown Argus Pheasant. 


COOLEY, MORSE 


Pink Sensation, a light pink, heads the 


Award of Merit list. 


1952 Iris Awards 


BEST VARIETIES IN THE COUNTRY PICKED BY AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY JUDGES 


HE American Iris Society has an- 
The 

selection for the society’s highest 
honor, the Dykes Memorial Medal, is 
ARGUS PHEASANT (as reported in the 
October Flower Grower). A 
soft brown with broad flaring falls and 


nounced its awards for 1952. 


smooth 


orange-brown beard. this iris is an origi- 
nation of Fred DeForest. 

Four of the 12 iris named to the Award 
of Merit list, the second highest honor, 
are originations of David Hall, whose 
captured the Dykes Medal in 
1951. Topping the list is his PINK SENsa- 
rioN, a light pink with an orange-red 
beard. Sky Rancer, GoLpEN Russet and 
MeLtopy Lane complete his quartet of 
winners. Second on the Award of Merit 
list is Greig Lapham’s PArRApiseE PINK, a 
ruffled flower which holds its color well. 
Orville Fay’s deep yellow Zanrna, third. 
is a prolific grower and 1947 winner of 
the President’s Cup. Others named to the 
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VICE-PRESIDENT AND AWARDS CHAIRMAN, 


By HAROLD W. KNOWLTON 


list and their originators are: CHAR 
Maize, Mrs. David W. Lyon; JANE 
Puituirs, Dr. Robert E. Graves; BALLET 
Dancer, Dr. R. E. Kleinsorge; Russet 
Wines, Jesse E. Wills; BLUMonr, Walter 
Marx; and HELEN CoLiincwoop, Ken- 
neth D. Smith. 

To qualify for the Dykes Medal, an 
iris must have received an Award of 
Merit within the previous four years. 
And to qualify for either of these two 
national awards, an iris must have 
general country-wide distribution and the 
approval of a large number of judges. It 
must also have previously attained the 
Honorable Mention list, a local award 
which generally includes newest varieties. 
To be eligible for Honorable Mention, an 
iris must have been introduced for sale 
and registered with the society. The 56 
varieties attaining this honor are included 
in the complete list of awards at the end 
of this article. 


AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 


The three other 
iris classes with special awards. The 
Morgan Award for sibiricas went to Eric 
THE Rep, a tall, stately wine red. The 
old variety ATROVIOLACEA captured the 
Caparne Award for dwarf bearded. This 
pretty red-violet has been mentioned in 
horticultural literature for some 100 
years. The Mary Swords Debaillon for 


society recognizes 


the best Louisiana iris, a popular south- 
ern class, went to RoyaL Gem, a beauti- 
ful red-violet with a gold signal patch. 
Originated by Mrs. Sally Smith, it also 
won the President’s Cup in 1951. 
The complete list of awards is as 
follows: 
Iris Awards 
Dykes Meda! 
Arcus PHEASANT—golden brown 
Award of Merit 
. PinK SENSATION—pink 
2. ParapisE PInK—pink 
[SEE PAGE 53 | 
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ITH feasting an important part of the Yule- 

tide celebration in 18th century Williamsburg. 

Virginia, Christmas table decorations were 

true works of art. Indeed these are the most 

challenging Yule decorations to reproduce 
of all the many we recreate each year in the restored 
colonial area of the city. 

Still-life prints of the period have given us the outlines 
and general characteristics of the table arrangements, but 
filling in the details has required imagination and ingenuity. 

The Williamsburg arrangements are not of the casually 
thrown together variety for two reasons: first, because 18th 
century table decorations had a carefully planned feeting 
and second, because we have limited time to set them up. 
Each design is sketched in advance, with its over-all 
shape following some geometric pattern scaled to the 
size of the table on which it will appear. Early in the 
morning a few days before Christmas, we gather our 
materials and by the time the exhibition buildings are 
opened at 10 a.m., the tables are decorated. 

We collect only those materials which were known to 
18th century Williamsburg. Evergreens, leaves and pine 
cones are carefully clipped from our gardens and nearby 
woods. Nuts and fruits, which contribute color and tex- 
ture. come from a market. Color is also furnished by red 
leaves and dried flowers. We use these materials in masses 
to give a feeling of abundance, generosity; the bright Grapes flow over the sides of a fruit-crammed tureen 
colors. to add cheer—the combined effect reflecting the set on a platter and wreathed with acuba and mistletoe. 
city’s traditional holiday hospitality and gaiety. 


Usually an arrangement radiates from a center of inter- ei aia ina eile 


est—a particularly lovely bowl, dish or [SEE Pace 47] 

















PHOTOS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ROCHE 
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Golden grain draped against 
makes a dramatic 


red fabric 
Nativity. 


rich 
setting for the 


A basket filled high with grains and _ ilex 
welcomes guests in traditional holiday spirit. 


IT’S CHRISTMAS ALL THROUGH THE HOUSE— 
WHETHER MODERN OR TRADITIONAL 


BY MARION ROWLEY AND MARY ALICE ROCHE 


Christmas is an enterprise with us. Our decorations be- 
gin at the front door, and before we’re through, Yuletide 
spirit spills forth from every room in the house. 

Preparations sometimes begin far in advance of the 
holiday season with the collection of decorating material 

as they did one particular year I well remember. We 
had been saving grains for several years, promising our- 
selves to make use of them one day, blending together 
lovely green, purple, gold and brown shades. We had 
picked mature grasses from field and orchard and grown 
two or three different grains in the garden. One June day 
we gathered still-green oats, wheat, rye and barley and 
added them to the hoard. 

When autumn came, our attic boasted more than 40 
kinds of grain: heads of meadow, plume, rice, ribbon 
and reed grass; squirrel tail, hare’s-tail and golden fox- 
tail grass; switch, witch, panic and quaking grass; sea 
reed and sea oats, purple top, green sedge and cultivated 
grains. 

We felt that the time had come to make use of our 


treasures. A swag of grains for our Christmas mantle was 
in order. Three pieces of fine-meshed chicken wire were 
cut by the plumber and fastened together to form a base. 
Grains were then wired together in bunches (except 
sorghum, broom corn and others with large heads) be- 
fore being fastened to the swag frame. To give a dimen- 
sional effect, we placed dark brown and purple grains to 
the center 

The finished swag was hung against a piece of rich 
red fabric above colorful creche figures of a shepherd 
with his sheep, kings and wisemen, an ox and ass, and 
the Holy Family with the Bethlehem Babe in a bed of 
straw. The entire scene was quite appropriate in our 
colonial home and we were surprised when a friend said 
she would like just such a swag for her modern house. 

Then we remembered how attractive dried flower ar- 
rangements can be in contemporary rooms and how 
equally pleasing the sheaf of wheat motif on modern 
house fronts. We recalled, too. the pleasant pattern of 
grasses sealed in modern bent-glass trays. [SEE PAGE 36] 





Demure wooden angels 
pray beneath a diminu- 
tive holly tree decked 
with gilded wheat and 
dictamnus seed pods. 


Gold-colored bells, ribbon and wheat complete a 
back-door Christmas arrangement of green gourds. 
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A deer forages in a wonderland of bare branches, Branches of gold-flecked yew and gilded and green galax make 
evergreens and cones, all fastened to a wooden a memorable setting for a Madonna and Child. Gold hens and 
base with modeling clay and sprayed with snow. chickens wired to tiny sticks repeat star motif on the robe. 
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ARRANGEMENTS BY JEAN B, AMER 


) 


NOT WHAT YOU USE, BUT HOW 


Let your imagination run free this month—it’s a season 
when originality in flower arrangements is more im- 
portant than unusual or expensive materials. In fact, 
flowers aren't necessary at all. Proof of this are the 
arrangements shown here. Refreshing color schemes of 
gold and green with sparkling white replace traditional 
red and green and harmonize with almost any room decor. 
\ Madonna and Child are used in a composition worthy 
of a prominent place in a living room or entrance hall. 
The winter wonderland scene can be enjoyed on a mantle 
long after the holidays. And the solid little tree makes 
a delightful centerpiece when placed on a mirror and 
flanked with tall candles.—Jean B. Amer (Ohio) 


Glitter and, gold on this Christmas tree are provided by 
bits of gold paper doilies, balls impaled on wire and a 
synthetic snow spray. The tree is made of sprigs of. ar- 
borvitae forced into a sphagnum-filled wire mesh cone. 



































Christmas 
Cactus 


By ROBERT F. MANDA 


HY doesn’t my Christmas cactus bloom? This ques- 
tion is asked with a frequency which belies the 
normally free-flowering nature of this plant and its 
simple needs. 

Although soil moisture or fertility may be to blame, the diffi- 
culty is usually a matter of wrong temperature or too much or 
too little light. Christmas cactus is rather specific in its demands 
for light and heat. If the days are too long, as they are in summer 
in the Northern Hemisphere, it will not bloom. If the temperature 
is too high (80° to 85°), as is often the case in homes, no buds 
will form. But if the days register 65° and the nights about 55°, 
flower buds will appear on a healthy plant, regardless of day 
length. In winter, when days are normally short, Christmas 
cactus will flower at a daytime temperature of 73° to 75°. 

This explains the success farm wives have had with Christmas 
cactus where the only winter heat was from a kitchen stove. A 
cool sun porch or unheated bedroom suits them just as well. 
Because it is usually inconvenient to reduce the number of day- 
light hours in the home, lowering the temperature is the simplest 
inducement to flowering. Don’t let the plants freeze, of course. 
Direct sunshine is not necessary, winter or summer. 

In its native Brazil, Christmas cactus grows in trees and rock 
crevices in the Organ Mountains, existing on decaying leaves 
and other organic matter which happens to collect. Thus, a loose, 
fertile potting mixture is required when this plant is grown 
indoors. Equal parts of loam, leafmold and coarse sand with a 
little fertilizer, preferably well-rotted cow manure, are suitable. 
Poet rather loosely. The porosity of the mixture is right if, after 
potting, water disappears quickly into the soil. If water stands 
on the surface for even a minute, the soil is not sufficiently porous. 

Large pots are not necessary for Christmas cactus. Last winter 
a plant of mine in a 4-inch pot produced 40 flowers. Recently, 
the Cactus and Succulent Journal of the Cactus and Succulent 
Society of America reported a plant with a 5-foot branch span 
growing in a half barrel in New Zealand. The owner counted 
3.000 blooms on it before tiring. 

Water newly potted plants sparingly for a week or two, until 
roots are established. Then start thorough waterings, letting the 
soil dry out before each. Occasional spraying of foliage with 
water is beneficial, particularly in hot dry climates. Be especially 
careful in watering the plant when buds have formed—too much 
or too little moisture will cause bud drop. Some flower buds 
and a few of the weaker branches will yellow and drop as a 
matter of course, and this should cause no alarm. 

Wait a month before fertilizing newly potted plants and then 
feed about every three weeks. An established plant can be given 
fertilizer as soon as new growth starts. Healthy, [Sree pace 37] 


The 3-inch blooms of hybrid W. A. Manda have the fragile translu- 
cence of ruby-colored crystal. Flowers are darker in color, stems 
are more deeply notched than those of the old Christmas cactus. 























































Variation is marked among the author’s five Christmas 
cactus hybrids pictured above at left. Note how they 
differ from the older types at right of Easter cactus, 
its variety Makoyana and the Thanksgiving cactus. 





Christmas cactus plants from seed bloom in about three 
years and produce fruits like those on plant above. In 
the pot at left are year-old seedlings. Plants at right 
are two years old. Slips, right, root quickly in water. 


PHOTOS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ROCHE 
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Can Be Grown Anywhere in the U.S. 
Will do well in or out of doors, full shade, filtered 
shade or hardened to stand direct sun rays. Tem- 
perature range, maximum 90°F., minimum 26°F. 
Very decorative for stores, hotels, restaurants, homes 
and all gardens. Very rapid growth. Frond stumps 
can be shipped any place. 

Write for illustrated brochure and price list. 
ORDER NOW FOR SPRING DELIVERY 


CORNETT’S Hawaiian Fern Nursery 


1252 Glendale Ave. Glendale, Calif. 
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They will reward you in beauty and song 
Feed Them 
BURNETT'S “BANQUET” 
WILD BIRD FOOD 


5 Ibs. $1.50 © 25 Ibs. $6.00 
50 Ibs. $11.00 ¢ 100 Ibs. $19.75 
Prepaid within 300 miles of N.Y.C. 


WILD BIRD SUET CAKES 


3 for $1.40 ¢ $5.25 per dozen 
Postpaid within 300 miles of N.Y.C. 
Our 7-Point Program on “‘The Secret of Attract- 
ing Wild Birds’ available with each order. 


BU RN ETT BROS., INC. BArclay 


7-6138 
Dept. F, 92 Chamber St. N. Y. 7 
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Christmas 
Gi fts 


$7.50 
to 
$15.00 each 
Add $1.75 
for express 
F.o.b. Monroe 
Shipment in time 
, for Christmas 
MARGARET ILGENFRITZ—Orchids 
MONROE DEPT. A MICHIGAN 
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DECEMBER IN THE 
Home Greenhouse 


nN December, a new season begins in 

the greenhouse—a season when the 

cold brisk days make glass gardening 
more inviting than ever. ‘Plans laid now 
pave the way to a flourishing winter 
greenhouse that pays big dividends in fun 
and flowers. 

With the Christmas holidays just a few 
weeks away, many of us are inclined to 
put important gardening tasks aside to be 
done at a later date. Then in mid-winter, 
when blooms are few and far between, we 
realize that many of our favorite plants 
have been forgotten. We give ourselves a 





BRYAN L. KLOPPING 


Pink Rest Harrow 


@For a “different” pink perennial 
that will bloom during July and 
August, try the pink rest harrow, 
Ononis fruticosa, a European member 
of the pea family. 

The flowering stems bear one larger 
leaf guarded by two small bractlike 
leaves. The flowers, a bright straw- 
berry ice cream soda pink, may be 
borne on sharp thorns or along the 
stems. Reaching a height of about 
a foot in late summer, it then re- 
sembles a flock of small rosy butter- 
flies, dying down to the ground after 
frost strikes. 

Seed may be sown in late fall or 
early spring, or the plants may be 
raised in a coldframe and transplanted 
to a sunny spot in the garden. 

—ANN TecTMEIER (Neb.) 











By ERNEST CHABOT 





December Greenhouse Tips 


BrinG IN previously potted bulbs of 
daffodils, tulips and hyacinths from 
the coldframe for a_ succession of 
bloom. 

Por up clumps of Astilbe japonica and 
pre-cooled lily bulbs for Easter bloom. 
Sow seEED of babysbreath(gypsophila), 
clarkia, cornflower (Centaurea cy- 
anus), calendula, gloxinia, impatiens, 
larkspur, petunia, salpiglossis, stock, 
tuberous begonia, sweet pea and Vinca 
rosea. 


TAKE CUTTINGS of carnations. 











good talking to and vow that next year 
things will be different. Let’s make them 
different now—for by starting seeds this 
month, you can add beauty and color to 
this winter’s glass garden. There are 
many plants that can be started now to 
provide a succession of flowers for months 
to come. 

Greenhouse operation at this time of 
the year requires more attention than dur- 
ing summer and fall. Now that nights are 
longer and colder and sunless days more 
numerous, we must adapt ventilation and 
watering practices accordingly. Heavy, 
dull days are frequent since the arc of 
the sun is low and light intensity is down. 
Under these conditions, plant growth 
tends to become soft, and softness, as we 
all know, encourages the spread of mil- 
dew and rot. It’s particularly important 
to keep the air in the greenhouse fresh. 
On very cold, sunny and windy days, arti- 
ficial heat will keep the air alive, but 
in dull, muggy weather ventilation is es- 
sential. Sometimes it is necessary to open 
the roof vents partially even though it 
seems a waste of fuel. But wouldn't you 
rather sacrifice a little fuel for healthy 
plants than vice versa? 

Temperature also needs special atten- 
tion. In severe weather, it’s important to 
keep the temperature exactly as required 
by the particular group of plants grown. 
Otherwise, growth may be checked—and 
it may also become soft. A high humidity, 
which is of vital importance, is easily 
maintained by wetting down walks and 
unused areas under the benches. Water- 
ing in the mornings on bright days is 
best so that the greenhouse does not go 
from extreme dryness to dampness. If 
proper attention is given to these impor- 
tant details, your glass garden can’t help 
but produce healthy specimens through- 
out the winter» 
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Questions and Answers 


FLoweR Grower readers can help fellow gardeners by answering any of the 
questions on this page. As many replies as space permits will be printed in future 
issues. Just send a brief reply on a postal card to our Questions and Answers 
Department, FLowrr Grower, 2049 Grand Central Terminal, New York 17, N. Y. 
Inquiries sent to this department accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed en- 
velope will be either printed or answered by our staff. 


Variegated Philodendron 


I recently purchased three variegated 
philodendrons. Two of them ‘have since 
lost their variegation and are producing 
only green leaves. What causes this?— 
James LANGHAMMER (Ind.) 


Gift Plant Treatment 


What care is necessary to make a gift 
poinsettia last throughout the year and 
bloom next Christmas?—Mrs. Amos 
Gates ( Wisc.) 


Amaryllis From Seed 


I would like to grow amaryllis from 
seed. How do I go about it?—Mnrs. Frep 
Hooper (Okla.) 


Answers to October Questions 


Does illuminating gas injure plants? 


—Mrs. C. R. Cosgrove (Tex.) 


I found that escaping manufactured 
illuminating gas does injure plants but 
natural gas doesn’t. When our gas was 
changed from manufactured to natural, 
my African violets started blooming pro- 
fusely whereas previously, many flower 
buds would dry up before opening.— 
Mrs. Ropert Leonarp (N. Y.) 


How do you grow night-blooming cereus? 


—Mrs. Marion Sackinger (Md.) 


Overwatering a night-blooming cereus 
during its rest period or permitting the 
plant to stand in water any length of 
time will cause the tips to brown and die. 
At least that was the cause of my trouble. 
I cut off. the dead tips and dusted the 
exposed ends of the plant with sulphur 
and the plant took on new life. I kept 
the soil moist, not too wet.—C. W. Brown 
(Md.) 





How do you force azaleas? 


—Mrs. Enald Jensen (Neb.) 


I put my azaleas out in the garden in 
spring and bring them in in fall be- 
fore severe frost. When I first bring them 
in, | keep them on a cool (40°), light 
porch until about a month before I want 
them in bloom. Then I bring them in to 
a warm sunny room and give them lots 
of water. I also feed them with a com- 
plete fertilizer every two weeks until buds 
show color.—Mrs. Oca PETERSON 
( Mass. ) 
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Questions 


Greenhouse Tomatoes 


What are the best varieties of toma- 
toes to grow in a greenhouse? Will the 
regular garden varieties produce winter 
fruit under glass?—-Mrs. Len THOMAS 


( Tex.) 
Coldframe Trouble 


Something eats the roots of seedlings 
in my coldframe. What is it and how can 
I prevent further damage?—E. E. 


Decker (N. Y.) 
Small Trees 


What is a good small tree, preferably 
with flowers, that won’t: grow over 25 
feet high?—Mnrs, James L. Nunn (Ky.) 


Answers 


Where can I get cypripedium orchids? 


—E. D. Ksasking ( Mich.) 


Several sources for cypripedium and 
botanical orchids are: Oakhurst Gardens, 
345 W. Colorado Street, Arcadia, Cali- 
fornia; Germain’s, 739-749 Terminal 
Street, Los Angeles 21, California; and 
Lounsberry Gardens, Oakford, Ilinois.— 
Mrs. HersBert S. SHINKLE (Ohio) 


Answers to September Questions 


Where can I get the golden rain tree? 


—Mrs. Ethel Freyer (Mo.) 


The golden rain tree, Koelreuteria 
paniculata, can be purchased from Hale 
Thompson, Williams, Indiana.—Grorce 
Beprorp (Ind.) 


How are pompon dahlias stored? 
—Carl Magnuson (IIl.) 


After the first frost, dig pompon dahlia 
roots carefully and cut the stalks above 
the ground. Turn upside down and 
allow to drain for several days. Then 
put them in a box and cover with damp 
sawdust and store in a cool cellar. Do 
not let them freeze or they will be 
ruined. Look at them once a month to 
see that they have not dried out or be- 
come too wet.—C. E. Jounson (Mo.) 


Answers to August Questions 


Where can I buy Rose-onna violets? 


—Mrs. O. M. Buckner (Iowa) 


Leaves of all Rose-onna African violets 
can be purchased from Mrs. Rosa Peters, 
1726 E. Leonard Road, Grand. Rapids, 
Michigan.—Mrs. J. A. Cieary (Ill.) 


Peonies in the South 


Why can’t I get peonies to grow here 
in Louisiana as they do up North? Here, 
a new plant starts to grow and then the 
leaves turn yellow and the plant dies.— 
CHARLES TREPINA (La.) 


Grass Stolons Wanted 


Where can I buy stolons of bent grass? 
—Epwarp P. DILuLIncer (Pa.) 


Evergreen Hedge 


I would like to plant an evergreen 
hedge which can be kept trimmed to 2 or 
3 feet. Could someone offer some sugges- 
tions as to the best plants for this pur- 
pose?—Mrs. Ann Empack .(Conn.) 


Leaves of Rose-onna Maple African 
violet can be obtained from Dorothy 
Young, 2937 Rutland Ave., Des Moines, 
Iowa.—ApeEt Novak (lowa) 


How can I rid my soil of white worms? 
—Mrs. Chas. Coverdale (lowa) 


Fine-cut tobacco stems mixed in soil 
will rid it of those tiny white worms.— 


Mrs. W. W. Vites ( Me.) 


What is a good evergreen groundcover? 


—Mrs. E. G. Knight (Ohio) 


Several evergreen groundcovers which 
I have seen used on banks are English ivy 
(Hedera_ helix), periwinkle (Vinca 
minor) and Pachysandra terminalis. 
They all seem to do well in shade.— 
Mrs. Greorce Jones (Pa.) 


Answer to July Question 


How is doronicum grown from seed? 
—Mrs. Betty Jane Aston (Pa.) 


I had trouble germinating doronicum 
seed until I was able to secure fresh, 
viable seed. I obtained the best results 
by treating the seeds with Arasan before 
planting them in an 8-inch squat clay 
pot. The soil mixture I used was com- 
posed of equal parts garden loam, sand 
and peatmoss. After moistening the soil, 
I sprinkled the seeds on top and covered 
them with a 14-inch layer of sphagnum 
moss which had previously been rubbed 
through a fine mesh screen. I then 
sprinkled the sphagnum with water and 
covered the pot with a piece of glass, 
setting it where it could get bottom heat. 
—A. J. Faker ( Minn.) 














Plants and Flowers Root and Grow In 
Up to Half the Usual Time! 


SENSATIONAL, NEW 





FLOWRLU X 


PLANT GROWTH CABINET 


Scientifically Designed. 

* All the ideal propagating conditions of light, 
temperature and humidity as proven by 10 years 
of practical experience, USDA and leading uni- 
versity experiments combined in a single, 
low-priced attractive cabinet unit! Rustproof steel 
construction, baked enamel finish. 

Root Cuttings—Start Seedlings—Reju- 
venate Sick House Plants—Grow Rare 
Plants—Bulbs—Blooming Plants All 
Year "Round! 

Equipped with 4 G-E 20-watt Daylight 


Fluorescent Lamps 


Standard FLOWRLUX Unit.. . $39.50 
FLOWRLUX With Automatic 
errr . $49.50 


Parcel postage additional. Shpg. Wt. 55 Ibs. 
Write for Free Booklet! 


HAMILTON-JONES CO. 


118 S. Fourth St. Toronto, Ohio 


























Tinari’s Pink Luster, Miss Liberty, Black Fringe. 

2.06 a. 
Wine Velvet, Helen Wilson Bouquet, Purity, ~~ 
meee: Lacy Girl, Ruffled Beauty, Grotei (native 
climber) 


BEDOT) a ccccccssssesesesecssssceece $1.50 ea. 
Navy Bouquet, Painted Girl, cae Girl, Azure Be auty 
(Double), Christina, Bronze Girl.......... $1.25 ea. 
Tinari’s America, Doub. Same, Delight, Ruby Bou- 


quet, Sunrise, Dark Beauty (double), Marine Bouquet, 
Ruffles Bouquet, Velvet Bouquet, Double Orchid begat 
a, 2 Jers ery: - $1.00 ea, 
Tinari’s Blue Eyes, Je wy Pink Beauty, ‘White Ws — 
lily, Purple Prince, Rec L ETS. 50 ea. 
ALL PLANT ORDE RS ‘eit OR OVER POSTP. AID— 
. UNDER ADD 50¢ 
African Violet Seed, $1.75 pkt. — Special Hybrid 
Crosses $3.! P. 
Self Watering (Wik- Fed) Styron Flower Pots—4” pots. 
Red, Yellow, Pink, Green, Blue, Ivory—all with high 
luster black base. $1.00 each—6 pots $6.50. 
For detailed descriptions and other varieties see our 
full page ad in the October Issue—Page 41. 


Tinari Floral Gardens 


BETHAYRES, PA, FREE CATALOG 





ANY GROWING CONDITION IS YOURS 


€ zyrectec 
CC: 


} Ideal for back yard gar- 
| dens. Ezyrected Green- 
houses are economical, 
; attractive, and easy to 
erect. Made of redwood 
> and aluminum--no rust, 
no rot. Variety of types 
and sizes to fit your 
space. Shipped in fabri- 
cated sections, including 
glass, ready to assemble 
on your foundations. 


FREE CATALOG 


ON REQUEST 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


IN AN 


TEXAS 


GREENHOUSE 
COMPANY 


1508 W. Rosedale 
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[From pace 30]; We quickly replaced 
the creche figures with a stylish angel of 
gold paper and white wax. Two ears of 
wheat, instead of tiny candles, were set in 
her outstretched hands. 

“Very good,” said our admiring friend. 
“But, can you do it again?” 

“You mean make an arrangement 
suitable for either traditional or modern 
settings with only a change of acces- 
sories? Of course we can, and all over 
the house, too!” We boldly accepted 
the challenge. Grains would be the basic 
theme, of course, to tie the various deco- 
ration pieces together. 

We started with the front door. An 
old Indian basket was hung on the 18th 
century knocker. and tall spikes of millet, 
broom corn and bunches of golden wheat, 
foiled by near-black Ilex glabra foliage, 





Christmas Tree Care 


®@ Christmas trees will stay fresher, 
keep their color better and be more 
fire-resistant if the following simple 
care is observed. Purchase a fresh 
tree and immerse the butt end in 
water immediately, first cutting an 
inch or two from the stem to increase 
water intake. Plain water is best— 
with no chemicals added. If possible, 
leave the tree outdoors until just be- 
fore trimming and remove it promptly 
after the holiday. 











completed the design. The same material 
went into an Italian cradle-shaped basket 
but the side grain was pushed apart to 
form a slanting, near-crescent for a mo- 
dern door. 

“You changed it to suit the container!” 
rebuked our judge. “Next time suit the 
container to the arrangement.” 

So we went on-to the dining room. 
There’s no room for anything but food on 
our Christmas dinner table, so the cen- 
ter-piece moves over to the sideboard, 
but we enjoy it on the breakfast table. 
Upon a white cloth bordered in red and 
green went a round breadboard. On this 
we placed grains, green gourds and the 
heavy glass fruits and balls that had hung 
on grandmother's tree. A wide, bleached 
wood frame on a bare table provided the 
modern setting for the same centerpiece. 

Our friend agreed on the suitability 
of the arrangements. “But,” she said, 
“you moved one piece of fruit.” 

Slightly annoyed, we moved to the 
hall table, above which hung a large 
mirror. Grasses from the _ roadside 
sprayed with “snow” were arranged here. 
Three skeletonized leaves, fastened to 
the mirror with rubber cement, drifted 
down toward a mirror pond, where an 
angel played on a harp, a cherub on the 
horn. 


Christmas Decorations Throughout the House 


“Now there’s no need to change a 
thing,” we exulted. “Those Pennsylvania 


chalk figures are modern and at the same 
time as old in feeling as the originals 
which inspired them.” 

In the guest room a fat little tree of 
convex-leaved holly was set upon the 
night stand and decorated with gilded 
star-shaped pods of dictamnus and ears 
of wheat. There is nothing more beauti- 
ful than gilded wheat (unless it is wheat 
au naturel). 

Three small squares of wood with holes 
in the center of each formed a base for 
the tree. The squares were screwed on 
the stem and adjusted to form a star. 
Behind the tree went a tall white candle 
and in front three Victorian paper angels, 
which had also hung on grandmother’s 
tree. But when they were replaced by 
two little wooden angels, smooth and up- 
to-date, we discovered these would have 
fitted as well with the old. Quite evi- 
dently, as with the chalk figures, the main 
difference between the primitive or folk 
art and the modern is that one arrives 
at its impressionism consciously and the 
other unconsciously. Therefore, objects 
from both schools seemed quite at. home 
with one another, 

But the fussy periods in between didn’t 
share the contemporary feeling and two 
sets of accessories were needed for the 
change-over when we came to the back 
door. 

For our own door, we wired together a 


string of green gourds and covered the 
wire with red- and green-figured tape, 


making a tab between each pair of 
gourds and a bow at the top. At one side 
went an old hotel bell. A wide bow of 
bearded and beardless wheat completed 
the design. 

For our friend’s modern door, we ar- 
ranged overlapping loops of gold ribbon 
up the center of the string of gourds, 
topping it with three modern gold bells 
and another bow of wheat. Wheat, the 
emblem of peace and plenty—what better 
material for making Christmas decora- 
tions in any home—modern or tradi- 
tional? 





“One Red Rose” 


e“I wear a red rose on my left 
shoulder so often that it has almost 
become a trademark for me or for 
my appearance. Many people have 
remarked about it. 

“So often when I speak at a dinner 
or other kind of gathering, | am given 
a corsage or an orchid. While I ap- 
preciate both, and even more the 
thought behind the giving of them, I 
much prefer one red rose. I like its 
simplicity. I like it because it is not 
showy.”—U. S. Senator MARGARET 
Cuase SMITH 
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Christmas Cactus 


[From pace 33] well-fed plants are 
glossy green in color; weak specimens 
appear dull. 

In spring, after danger of frost, Christ- 
mas cactus can be moved outdoors and 
grown through the summer in the shade 
of a tree or open porch. Protection from 
hot midday sunshine is necessary, but 
the weaker rays of early morning and 
late afternoon sun are beneficial. If the 
plant is placed under a tree, it should 
be set upon an inverted saucer or any 
other object that will prevent worms 
getting into the pot and roots from grow- 
ing out of the pot into the ground. 

A large plant can be produced more 
quickly by grafting Christmas cactus 
on pereskia, Selenicereus macdonaldiae 
or S. pteranthus. A grafted plant shows 
the flowers to better advantage and is 
usually more floriferous. 

The grafting technique is simple and 
is best accomplished by the wedge 
method. Using a sharp knife or razor 
blade, make a half-inch slit in the 


FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ROCHE 





Christmas cactus Delicatus has large 
upright blooms of white and pale pink. 


center of the stock or root plant. Shave 
both sides of the bottom joint on a slip 
of Christmas cactus, leaving a thin edge. 
Insert this in the split stock plant to a 
perfect fit. A cactus thorn forced through 
the two plants holds them in place until 
they grow together. Do not use a metal 
pin—it will cause rotting. A grafted 
plant should be kept in a shady place 
until the graft has knitted—about six 
days, depending upon the season. Early 
spring or summer is the best time to 
graft as growth is active then. 

When I first knew the Christmas cactus, 
it belonged to a group of plants called 
epiphyllums. These included the Thanks- 
giving cactus, an early bloomer with 
sharply clawed joints; an intermediate 
variety, which bloomed in November and 
December; and the Easter cactus, with 
flowers of a different shape. Christmas 
cactus was known as E. truncatum. Later 
the name became Zygocactus truncatus. 
Christmas cactus and Easter cactus are 
now in the genus schlumbergera, being 
S. truncata and S. gaertneri, respectively. 
There is an Easter cactus variety, 
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MAKoyYANA, which has deeper red flowers 
and longer joints but not the brownish 
yellow bristles of the species. Both plants 
are difficult to grow on their own roots 
and are best grafted on selenicereus. 

Schlumbergera truncata, the Christmas 
cactus, has many hybrids. One of the 
most beautiful and sharpest-toothed is 
DeELIcATUs, a plant more upright in man- 
ner than the species. The large, pure 
white flowers are flushed with pink to- 
ward the center.. To my knowledge, it 
is the only Christmas cactus variety 
with spreading stigma lobes like those 
of the Easter cactus. 

In our locality Christmas cactus does 
not always bloom by Christmas, and in 
an effort to get earlier blooming plants, 
I crossed it with one of the old types, 
which bloom too early—probably Sat- 
MONEUM or Harrison. Most of the re- 
sulting hybrids are good. Among them: 
LLEWELLYN and ORANGE, both vigorous 
varieties with reddish orange blooms, and 
W. A. Manna, with flowers darker red 
than those of the old Christmas cactus 
and measuring 3 inches long and 3 
inches wide. The joints of W. A. Manda 
are the largest and most sharply toothed 
of these varieties. © 
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XMAS 
HOUSE 
PLANTS 


y =~) $8.95 Postpaid USA 
PAINTED FEATHER 


Vriesia Marie, an exotic bromeliad. Perfect 
year-round houseplant. Startling flower spike 
of bright red and yellow. Lasts 5 months! 
Plants ready to flower $8.95 each. 


PINK SPRAY ORCHIDS 


Hybrid moth orchids (Phalaenopsis). Beautiful 
flowers 3 inches wide, several to a spray. Long 
lasting. Plants in bud $8.95 each. 


Order before Dec. 15 for Xmas delivery. 

















| Fine Orchids—25 new African Violets— 
25 kinds Philodendron—Tropical Foliage | 
Houseplants. Growing instructions. 1952 | 
catalog 25¢. Free with above orders. } 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-F Jacksonville 7, Fla. 
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Beginners’ Corner 


LANT growth goes through a se- 

ries of cycles which are influenced 
by the seasons. Not only should we 
adjust our gardening practices to 
these, but we should anticipate them. 
In late November, December and the 
early part of the new year, growth 
impulses are at their lowest ebb. In- 
door plants which you see in bloom 
made their growth months ago. To 
provide plants for late in winter and 
early spring, seeds must be sown in 
the latter part of the summer so that 
the plants can develop as much as 
possible before the low point is 
reached, 

Watering, feeding, cultivating and 
repotting are operations associated 
with active plant growth and in the 
proper season are stimulating. Now, 
however, they could be detrimental. 
The emphasis at this time should 
be on providing as much light and 
fresh air as possible, and taking care 
not to overwater. The turn of the 
season begins in late January. From 
then on there is an acceleration of 
growth, gradual at first but gaining in 
momentum as the spring approaches. 
Increased moisture, food and more 
room are then required. So in your 
indoor gardening do not give more 
water than is necessary to keep the 
soil slightly moist and use no fer- 
tilizer. Give the plants all the sun 
they can get and so far as is possible, 
avoid too great a difference between 
day and night temperatures. 

—P. J. McKenna 
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prize-winning blooms 


with Stim-U-Plant 


African Violet 
Food 





Stim-U-Plant African Violet 
Food can make your violets: 
as beautiful as any you've 
ever seen. Increases blooming . . . promotes 
growth. Used and tested by commercial growers 
for over seven years. One can makes 60 quarts 
of easy-to-use liquid violet food. Get Stim-U- 
Plant at your nearest variety store or florist. 
Or send $1.00 for 2 cans postpaid to: 





Stim-U-Plant Laboratories 
Box 1955-F Columbus 16, Ohio 










Beautiful Pot Plants 25¢ 
m Gorgeous, easy to grow house postpaid 
Plants, 3” to 4” flowers, last with big, 
for months. Exquisite mixed Seed and 
colors. Send only 25c for 2; Nursery 
SOc for 4; $1 for 8. Order now. Book 
BR. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
DEPT. 375 ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS ~ 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 


For Fun—For Profit 


Make your greenhouse 
pay for itself in pleas- 
ure and dollars. Study 
Greenhouse Growing by 
mail. Learn Greenhouse ae 
Culture. 12 detailed, . . : 
simplified, information-packed lessons. You 
also get 12 big monthly Growing Schedules 
showing you what to grow and how to grow 
it month by month. Includes exotics, annuals, 
perennials, shrubs, bulbs, vines, foliage plants, 
etc. Course includes personal help with your 
greenhouse problems. Enroll today—this is 
the beginning of the greenhouse season. Use 
the coupon below. 

10 DAY TRIAL ORDER 
FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIF. 
I am enclosing $1 for enrollment in your 
Greenhouse Growing Course. Please send me 
the first lesson and Growing Schedule. 
I will return same in 10 days for refund or I 
will pay $5 per month until total cost of $65 
has been paid. 





~ 410-52. 
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PHOTOS BY LINN BROOKS 


The wine bloom in close-up above looks like 
a snapping turtle! The plant, Columnea glo- 
riosa, is a graceful swirl of brown leaves. 


by PEGGIE SCHULZ 


NERIAD 


FOR HOUSE PLANTS WITH A DIFFERENCE, 


TRY THESE INTRIGUING, LITTLE-KNOWN KIN OF THE AFRICAN VIOLET 


Slighted, bypassed or downright ignored has been the 
fate of the countless captivating kin of the African 
violet and gloxinia. Indeed, many of these little-known 
gesneriads are even more exciting and unusual than 
their popularity queen cousins and equally well-suited 
to indoor culture. There are soft hairy kinds, herbace- 
ous trailers and woody climbers. Of all the many species 
and varieties which I’ve grown indoors, I’ve found the 
following the most rewarding. 

Columnea gloriosa is a lovely vine, excellent for a 
hanging basket or for trailing over the edge of a window 
sill. A rapid grower, it will trail 5 feet or more in two 
years. The rich brown leaves are heavily haired, and 
undersides of tiny leaves are a soft rose. The wine- 
colored blossoms with bright yellow stamens are heavily 
coated with fine hairs. Profile of the flower resembles a 
small snapping turtle. And although blooms are not 
profuse, they last ten days or more. 

The plant prefers a northeast window and a soil com- 
posed of six parts osmunda fiber, one part leafmold and 





one part sand. To help the plant branch out, nip back 
the tip of the stem periodically. This tip may be rooted 
in water and planted with the adult plant. In December 
and January, C. gloriosa is semidormant. After that, 
the plant again perks up and new shoots and leaves 
appear. By March it is completely clothed in new leaves 
and makes a most welcome addition to the window 
garden. 

Columnea schiedeana is one of the most interesting 
indoor plants I’ve ever grown. It looks just like a loosely 
coiled spring. A rapid climber, it seems to be as easily 
grown as philodendron or ivy. I started my present 
plant, now a fine specimen, from a cutting a year ago. 
The pointed leaves have a silken sheen, with under- 
sides heavily veined in pink. The blossoms, long and 
trumpet-like, are brick red with dotted throats. This 
plant prefers a mixture of equal parts leafmold, garden 
loam, sharp sand and peatmoss. I feed my plant twice 
a month with a prepared fertilizer. 

Aeschynanthus pulcher (Trichosporum [Ser pace 40] 
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Exotic shining beauty in flower 
and foliage makes Episcia fulgida 
a gem of a house plant to brighten 
any corner. Blooms are bright red; 
leaves, green-striped bronze. Sto- 
lons add “architectural” interest. 





This trailer, Aeschynanthus pulcher, drapes waxy 
stems before our admiring eyes. The scarlet tubular 
flowers, borne in warm weather, nest in leathery cups. 


























GREENHOUSE 
THIS MODEL $330 


A delightful addition to your home where you can 
live with your favorite flowers. Costs less than 
rooms of usual constructions. Made in sections 
tor easy assembly with bolts and screws. Size 10 
by 11 ft. readv te ao on your foundation. Other 
models from $175 to $780. Automatic heat and 
een available. Write for Free Booklet No. 


New Book—How to Grow RARE Greenhouse Plants. 
260 Flowering varieties. Postpaid $4.00 


LORD & BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON .N. Y. DES PLAINES, ILL 











[From PAGE 38] pulchrum) is a fine trail- 
ing plant. The dark green leaves—some 
margined with dark red—are heavily 
waxed. The scarlet hairy flowers, borne 
in spring-and summer, are tubular in 
shape, with long, golden-tipped stamens. 
Instead of nesting in green sepals as 
most flowers do, these blooms rest in 
small, leathery brown cups. 

A loose porous soil suits A. pulcher 
best. I’ve found the following mixture 
excellent: two parts good garden loam, 
two parts leafmold, one part sharp sand, 
one part peatmoss, one part rotted man- 
ure, and 14 part bonemeal. In winter, I 
omit the fertilizer—and also cut down on 
watering. 

Episcias, of which there are about 








eight kinds on the market, add that dif- 
ferent, exotic touch to the indoor garden. 
The stolons or runners of this tropical 
plant contribute a great deal to its beauty. 





orchids 
Grow Beautiful Large 
< Flowering Cool House Orchids 


LAELIA, Anceps, 
SN eco arian ne aed ade wade Aaa aks 4.00 
EPIDENDRUM, Autropurpureum, Nemorale 2.00 
i I Oe Te 2.50 
ODONTOGLOSSUM, Citrosmum, Insleyii. 2.50 
Nebulosum, Schlieperianum ............. 2.00 
ONCIDIUM, Leucochleum, Ornithorynchum, 
EN Gd RUA hes lata wace'n's kine ene weeaael 2.00 


PULP LP VLD OLD? APPEL 


Xantholuc are 
CATTLEYA, Citrina and Skinnerii......... 2.50 
BRASSAVOLAE, Glauca, Nodosa, Cucullata 2.00 


All plants guaranteed to be be Blooming Size, to 
arrive in good condition and to please or your 
money refunded. 
from the wild. 


All plants are Bare Root and 
Write for price list on many other beautiful 

Orchids, Philodendrons and Begonias. 

25% discount on any order accompanied by this 

advertisement 


TROPICAL PLANT CO. 
4100 San Bernardo 


ODO OOLD LOO Orr 


ace Texas 


LP VAP CLP f 
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Episcia fulgida, “the shining one.” is 
perhaps the most widely known and has 


long been a favorite in Fngland. I heard 
an old English gardener once remark, 


“Tt’s a gem of a plant to adorn dark 
corners in the home.” The bronze leaves 
are striped with brilliant green along the 
midribs, and early spring and summer 
brings rosy-red, gloxinia-like blooms. 

A metallic blue cast to leaves makes 
Episcia cupreata a distinctive plant. And 
although the foliage is not so large or 
heavy as that of E. fulgida, E. cupreata 
produces more stolons. These stolons 
grow straight up in the air for some 6 
inches before starting their return trip to 
earth. Soon after “landing,” small roots 
appear on the stolons, and the latter are 


then ready to be cut off from the parent 
plant and take over the job of being adult 
plants. 

Episcia cupreata Silver Sheen is the 
most delicate of the episcias and the most 
dificult to grow. However, if you suc- 
ceed with it, you will be well rewarded 
for your trouble when the lacy- little 
stolons appear. The small leaves are 
creamy white edged with rusty brown. 

Episcias thrive under the same culture 


used for African violets. They like a 
porous soil, good drainage, biweekly 


feedings with a commercial fertilizer, and, 
most important of all, shade. A north 
window is their choice. This preference 
should endear them to indoor gardeners, 
for it seems there are never enough 
plants to grow in these windows. 

Since episcias are tropical subjects, 
they require a high humidity. To supply 


this, | doublepot my plants, lining the 
outer pots with damp sphagnum moss 


and then inserting the potted episcias. 
The plants can be watered from the bot- 
tom or top. However, if water is spilled 
on the furry leaves, the episcias should 
be removed from sunlight until the water 
has dried off. Otherwise, burned spots 
will result. Episcias may be propagated 
from leaves, stem cuttings or stolons. 

Just because gardening encyclopedias 


tell us that gesneriads are warmhouse 
plants, we needn’t shy clear of them. 


Less than 30 years ago, we all thought the 
same about the African violet. All these 
intriguing gesneriads are less difficult 
to grow than you’d expect and unusual 
enough to .provoke sighs of envy from 
those who view your indoor greenery” 








AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Blooming Plants and Leaves 
*% Write for List ~ 


| teen GARDENS 
R. D. + MADISON, OHIO 
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‘ea Cleaner and GLOSS 


New beauty treatment for 
foliage plants. Cleans in- 
stantly and creates a bril- 
liant, lasting luster. Try 
genuine FloraGLOW. You'll 


a your FLORIST 
a boo 
ottle 


$ sbrayer top20¢;320z, ’ 
© Sour fb 20a. . be delighted! 


: If no dealer, order FLORALIFE, Inc. 
$ direct, ppd... Folder Mfrs.of FloralifeCut-Flower Food 
® sent FREE. 1433 S.WabashAve., Chicago 5 


$6600000000000000000060000CCSSCC Cb CO 
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leaves or flowers. 
proper 1-foot growing distance. 





A Tip on Fluorescent Lighting 


NAOMI’S AFRICAN VIOLET ROOMS 
Bais as 





elf you find it difficult to get at your African violets under fluorescent lights, why 
not attach your light baffle to a pulley suspended from the ceiling? That’s what 
Mrs. M. J. Weeks of Brockport, New York, did, as shown in the photo above. 
Originally the setup was used for experimentation, but it was later found to be the 
answer to getting the lights out of the way so that watering, feeding, cleaning, etc., 
could be done easier and the plants picked up and admired without fear of breaking 
It is also a good means for faising or lowering the lights to the 
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ARTHUR E, LUEDY 


Pyeng rosEs—their delicate color- 
ing and fragile translucence height- 
ened by lustrous leucothoe—highlight 
FLOWER GRowER’s cover this month. Mrs. 
Arthur E. Luedy of Bedford, Ohio, made 
the seemingly unstudied design with a 
figure of St. Francis in meditation as the 
center of interest. Irregular pieces of 
sandstone provide a base for this arrange- 
ment, so classically beautiful it could be 
enjoyed whenever the flowers are in 
bleom. The figurine is by Mrs. Margo 
Keister of Cleveland. Manning studios 
made the color transparency. 

For centuries. gardeners have been 
awed by the Christmas rose, Helleborus 
niger, appearing as it does in the snow 
and cold of northern winters. When the 
blooms first open. the large petal-like 
sepals are white. sometimes with a flush 
of rose on the outside and a circle of 
green in the center. As flowers age. the 
sepals change to various shades of pink 
and greenish rose. combining strikingly 
with mahonia,. leucothoe and other broad- 
leaved evergreens ruddy with winter’s low 
temperatures. The handsome helleborus 
foliage is thick and evergreen, the leaves 
deeply divided into long narrow leaflets, 
radiating from a central point. 

Helleborus niger grows slowly, but 
given a moist, partly shaded location in 
good loam, it is a garden plant of per- 
manence, becoming more beautiful each 
year. Good drainage is essential. The 
plant has a creeping underground stem, 
so do not cut it off by cultivating. Mulch 
instead. The plants may also be forced 
into bloom in a coldframe or greenhouse, 
where the temperature range is from 
40° to 50°.—Artuur E, Luepy 
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apple peeling—if you want rich soil that grows lush lawns and 


makes the richest humus known to man! 


into rich topsoil. Just sprinkle with chemical fertilizer, aid mushroom pro- 
ActivO—the waste broadcasted over the duction, and activate hot beds. Try ActivO 
garden or dropped between the rows 


quick-conversion heap. OR, make humus 
all winter in an ingenious Composter 
Cabinet which you can buy or build 
from plans given free with ActivO sizes 
No.’s 20, 25, 50 and 100. , 


wastes without odor! Or use even sawdust 
and soot! 


SAVE YOUR RUBBISH! 


Don’t burn leaves. Don’t throw away a single table scrap or 


prize gardens 


= actually have more fertilizer 


power, it’s used to CONDITION soils and 
values than manure—and kitchen waste 


to pour life and vitality—and natural 
BALANCE—directly into soils, mulches, 


It’s SO EASY, now to turn such waste fertilizers, etc., and to stretch and convert 





in your potted plant soils and see the 
plants pick up and GROW! 

Send for complete free details, and 
get your trial ActivO today. At dealers, 
$1 to $19.95. By mail, size for up to 
2 tons waste, or for energizing 
6,500 Ibs. of mulches, soils, hot 
beds, etc. (you'll find valuable 
uses for every bit of it!) . . . 
only $5.95, p’pd, plus free cabinet 
plans. Please don’t delay—order 
ActivO now! 


Benson-Maclean 


Bridgeton 56 ° Indiana 





(sheet or row composting), or piled in a 








With ActivO you can use putrefactiv 


ActivO is a rich, black humus literally 
packed with billions of Nature’s own 
wonder-working organisms and _biotics, 
hormones, vitamins and minerals. Not a 
fertilizer, but better than fertilizer—for, 
besides quickly turning waste into grow- 























No. 1. 2 Ib. box 20x9x4..... $2.75 
No. 2. 
No. 3. 5 Ib. in plain carton. .$6.50 


The ideal Christmas gift. 
Long branches carefully 
perfection, 
loaded with bright scarlet 
berries 


selected for 


clustered among 
dark green leaves. 
Freshly cut, treated to prevent dropping of leaves or berries during the 
holiday season. Packed in attractively illustrated gift boxes. 


2.1m 7 
GROWERS 


Box 5076 Portland 13, Oregon 


3 Ib. box 24x10x4}. . .$3.50 


12x61/2x30 
Shipped prepaid 
Send for our new Rose 
Catalog illustrated in color. 
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row Easter Lily 





Cactus 


One of the easiest and loveliest cacti to grow. Especially 
suited to small bowls or pots. No special care required. 
Begins to bloom about Easter and continues to bloom 
intermittently for several months. Easter Lily Cactus has 
beautiful, large pink and white flowers with widely frilled 
petals 6 to 10 inches long. 

Tl 


3 Easter Lily Cactus Plants 
BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO., 929 E., GALESBURG, MICH. 








Sent to you Postpaid 





A ROSE CATALOG ... EXTRAORDINARY! 
Before ordering your spring roses send for our 100 page brochure, 
“Roses of Yesterday and Today.” In its handsomely 
printed, illustrated pages, we describe 400 of the world’s most 
beautiful roses. It costs 35¢ but you may deduct from your order. 


WILL TILLOTSON F-2, Brown Valley, Watsonville, Calif. 
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FREE INSTRUCTION 
and CATALOG 


You can _ have 
beautiful, healthy 
African Violets 
with less care 
and _ attention. 
Learn all about 
the famous Gro- 
Quick method. 





























Just send name for in- 
structions and catalog of 
gardening supplies. 





10342 Lanark Ave, 


GRO-QUICK SALES‘). 0°85... 
The Way to BETTER 


GLADIOLUS 


A $5.90 Value — Only $3! 
Just send $3 for year’s membership 
in NEGS, and receive illus. 1952 
GLADIOLUS Annual ($3.50 value), 
plus 6 bi-monthly issues of ‘52 
GLADIOLUS MAGAZINE ($2.40 
value). 

NEGS members the wor!d over 
agree that this is the way to better 
gladiolus. ..for pleasure or profit. 

1953 Membership $4. 


NEW ENGLAND 
* GLADIOLUS SOCIETY 


Box 12A Horticultural Hall 
Boston 15, Mass. 








































@ For patented and standard 
roses shown in color. Guaranteed 
to live and bloom. 


T le? GE Kye a 
” TYLER, TEXAS 
South's Largest Growers of Patented Roses 


BEAUTIFY your GARDEN ° 








Build from our detailed plans or 
assemble our Kits. Authentic 


DUTCH WINDMILLS 
ES 


eeseeeeoe 
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HOUSES 
ER BOXES 


Complete knockdown kit for 
beautiful hexagonal mill at 
right, approx. 40” high, wings 
operate on roller bearings, only 
$14.75. Detailed plan only 75¢ 


. & 
Also a fine selection of patterns for FAIRY TALE 
LAWN FIGURES, LAWN ANIMALS and BIRDS. 














Send 10¢ Over 50,000 Satisfied Customers 
for illustrated CRAFTSMAN’S MODEL CO. 
CATALOG Dept.F-12 Delafield, Wis. 





Free Yourself 


FROM 


Tobacco Habit 


If you want to stop smoking and just 
can’t, try world-famous NoO-TO-BAC 
Lozenges. See how quickly NO-TO-BAC 
may help stop your craving for tobac- 
co. Rush $1 to No-To-Bac, for 7 days 
supply. (For heavy smokers—16 days’ 
supply—$2.) Satisfaction guaranteed 
or money back. Write: 


NO-TO-BAC CO. 


DEPT. GR HEWLETT, NEW YORK 
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Yellow-lined scarlet blooms are displayed among evergreen Clivia miniata leaves. 





Easy bulbs for 


By NOLA E. WIBEL (N.H.) 


NOLA E, WIBEL 






ee 
Orchid-like flowers crimson, Leathery deep green clivia leaves stay 
sometimes 4 inches in length, appear on in good condition all year, making an 
Sprekelia formosissima, the Aztec lily. ornamental plant in or out of bloom. 
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NDERSTAND the simple science 
of indoor bulb culture and 
you’ve the key to unstinted 
house plant bloom. For bulbs, 
particularly tender bulbs, 
and certain tubers will grow 
quickly and produce striking flowers— 
all with minimum effort on your part. 
Their simple requisites for success are 
: well-drained, friable soil, sunshine and, 
; for some, an annual rest period. 
A good bulb potting mixture is two 
a parts garden loam, one part coarse sand 
and one part well-rotted manure, leaf- 
mold or humus. A small amount of bone- 
meal, rather than an inorganic fertilizer, 
can be added to the mixture if desired. 
Clay pots twice the diameter of the 
bulbs should be used, with pebbles or 
broken crock placed in the bottom for 
rapid drainage. 

Generally speaking, true bulbs, such 
as amaryllis, should be planted so that 
half of the bulb remains above the soil. 
Set -potted bulbs in a dark, out-of-the- 
way place and water twice a week until 
sprouts appear. This is the period when 
roots form and it cannot be rushedkk A 
good root system will help produce better 
flowers. 

When sprouts have appeared, set the 
pot in a window which gets a few hours 
of sunghine daily. Water whenever the 
soil is dry and feed twice a month with 
a liquid fertilizer, continuing this care 
until the leaves turn yellow. Then dry 
off bulbs by gradually decreasing the 








window 


MCFARLAND 








flower heads 


Dense haemanthus 
be pink or white, more often are red. 
Its descriptive common name is blood lily. 


may 
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water supply. You can force bulbs into 
a rest period by decreasing the water 
supply to make the foliage turn yellow 
and the bulbs to dry off. It is important 
to keep foliage green for at least two 
months after flowering in order to retain 
strength of bulb and insure flowering the 
following year. 

During the rest period, I store bulbs 
by leaving them in the pots and watering 
occasionally. I water small bulbs or 
tubers, such as achimenes, once a week; 
large bulbs (those about 2 inches in 
diameter), once a month; and those of 
an in-between size, about every two 
weeks. This watering schedule provides 
enough moisture to prevent drying out 
but doesn’t force the bulbs into growth 
too soon. If good soil has been used, 
yearly repotting is unnecessary. 

The amaryllis rightfully heads the list 
of bulbs suitable as house plants but is 
too well-known to need description. In- 
cluded in the amaryllis family, however, 
are many little-known species as easy 
to grow as the amaryllis itself. Among 
them are eucharis, habranthus. haeman- 
thus, sprekelia, zephyranthes and clivia. 
The foregoing cultural instructions apply 
to all except clivia. 

Amazon lily, Eucharis grandiflora (E. 
amazonica), is unrivaled among bulbous 
plants for its pure white flowers, star- 
shaped with a cup in the center. It can 
be brought into bloom two or more times 
a year by alternately watering and drying. 

Habranthus blooms are like large pink, 


lamour 


ROCHE 


Flower spikes of yellow, red or purple- 
pink and long, slightly ruffled leaves 
make Veltheimia viridifolia distinctive. 














6 Favorite 
Colors 
Postpaid 

Scarlet, Rose, Lavender, Blue, 

Salmon-Pink, White—largest 

flowers, exquisitely waved and 

frilled, mostly four tothestem. 
$1.00 Value for 25c! All Six 

Pkts. seeds, 1 of each color. 

mr Save 75e—Send 25c¢ Today! 
r, for a larger planting, send on! 

$2.00 for 6 Half-Ounces Goalue $8.00). 

Grown on Burpee’s own Floradale Seed Farms. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


7 413 Burpee Building—at t ci 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Gait, 
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a Want to Say 
Merry Christmas 
To Your Garden Friends? 


Send our special GIFT BOX either with 
your ecard, or with ours: 


GLADIOLUS GIFT BOX: 25 selected 
corms recent introductions, labelled 
$5.00 


DAHLIA GIFT BOX: 8 selected roots re- 

cent introductions, labelled $5.00 

Orders must be in my hands not later 

than December 15th, or you may send a 

GIFT CERTIFICATE, for later delivery 

of stock. 

Catalogue of the newest 

both Gladiolus & Dahlias, 

BRUCE COLLINS, &8&844 
Utica, Mich. 


and finest in 
is FREE. 
River Road, 











Golden Rule, ,,.a 
DAHLIAS) *"*"— 


We bargain of choice = 


which we can 


have a limited 
large flowered varieties E 
offer unlabeled as follows: 3 roots for 
$1.65; 6 roots for $3.25 postpaid. These : 
won't last long, so please order early. = 
Send for our new catalogue listing 400 Dahlias, hardy 
Chrysanthemums, and Iris, ready March Ist. 
GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM : 
Route 2—Box 87-F Lebanon, Ohio = 
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5 With Gear-Driven 
"RED-E” 





RDEN TRACTORS 
NO BELTS! NO CHAINS! 


Proven For Over 29 Years 
NEW 1953 MODELS 


Thousands of satisfied users say 
““RED-E”’ has solved their tractor 
problems. You too, will like its 
smooth, powerful,easy-to-operate, 

\ gear-driven action—with power 
turning clutch for 44% and 6 H.P. 
WALKING MODELS and auto- 
motive type differential for&8%H.P. 
git = RIDING MODEL. Our2and3H.P. 
| A ™» Walking Models low as $169.00. 
*¢° ¢ CATALO Attachments for plowing, sow- 
\"\ . ing, cultivating, wood -sawing, 
t snow -plowing, ete. EASY TERMS — Factory-To- 
You discount. Write TODAY for FREE Oo 33k 


RED-E TRACTOR CO. #72282 234 


NEW! IMPROVED! 


Trash Disposal Unit 
Burns Refuse Safely 









aed. 


A new type outdoor dispose-all 


unit safely, quickly burns trash 
and garbage in any weather. 
Damp, green, dry refuse is 


fully consumed. Scientific draft 
design eliminates fire hazard of 
flying ash, sparks—minimizes 
smoke, smell. No moving parts 
to get out of order. Needs no watching. Ends 
refuse hauling and fire hazards to quickly pay for 
itself. Measures 20” sq. at base by 34” high. 2 
bu. cap. Sturdily built with baked-on, dull gray, 
rust-resistant ceramic coating. New hinged top 
with handle. Recommended by Bureaus of Fire 
Prevention. Full price Model EC—$15.95 postpaid, 
Money back guarantee. 


ALSTO COMPANY 
Dept. FG-12, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohio 
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They're EARTH STARS! 


a heavenly 
Christmas gift 





Another unusual item from Castles of 
Florida. Botanically named CRYPTAN- 








THUS, Earth Stars have striking varie- 
gated red and green leaves, are one of 
the newer plants for modern decoration. 


Size 4 to 6 inches in diameter 


Set of 3......$3.95 | 
Set of 5......$5.95 | 


Write us for tropical plant catalogue 
CASTLES OF FLORIDA 


1060 Terrace Blvd. Orlando, Fla. 
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You can have a maze of blooming 
if. you persist in using only 


SWISS FARMS 
AFRICAN VIOLET SOUL 


ae 


Sterilized to keep your plants healthy. 
Blended for their culture and care to 
assure your African Violets being the 
pride of your home. 





For your indoor Garden of Gardenias, 
Azaleas, Tuberous Begonias, Chrysan- 
themums and Philodendrons use Swiss 
Farms Sterilized 


Philodendron Soil 


Ask for and insist on 


Swiss Farms Sterilized Soils 
for success. 


Ww 


At your Chain, Dept., Seed & Variety Stores, 
or send $1.50 for a 6-lb. package to 


SWISS FARMS, PHILMONT, N. Y. 
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NOLA E, WIBEL 






A kettleful of 25-year-old zephyr lily 
bulbs bloom in breath-taking profusion. 


lavender or yellow funnels. These bulbs, 
which are hardy in the South, may also 
be brought into bloom several times a 
year. 

Haemanthus, named the blood lily be- 
cause of its bright red flowers, is also 
available in pink and white. The ball-like 
flower heads are set off by luxuriant 
foliage. Haemanthus requires shade and 
a mildly acid soil for its three- to four- 
month growing period. 

One of the finest bulbs for indoor 
culture is Sprekelia formosissima, an 
amaryllid with deep crimson flowers re- 
sembling cattleya orchid. 
Fairy or zephyr lilies (zephyranthes) are 
the smallest of the amaryllids. rarely ex- 
ceeding a foot in height. The pink, yel- 
low or white flowers can be produced 
twice a year. 

Clivia, the Kafir lily, requires dif- 
ferent culture from the amaryllids pre- 
viously described. Its thick, fleshy roots 
must never be completely dried off. Re- 
duce the amount of water during late 
fall, but don’t permit foliage to wilt. 
Clivia is also a shade lover. I display 
it in various places where it receives 
plenty of light and air but no sun. There’s 
a dignity to the deep green straplike 
leaves, held so neatly above the pot, 
which makes it an attractive plant in 
bloom or not. The flowers, in various 
shades of orange, are produced in large 
umbels, While clivia is growing actively, 
fertilize it at regular intervals as with 
the other bulbs. It resents any attempt 
at division and should be simply shifted 
to larger pots as needed, without dis- 
turbing the roots. 

In addition to amaryllids, there are a 
number of miscellaneous bulbs excellent 
for growing indoors. Achimenes, a choice 
summer-flowering relative of the gloxinia, 
is a trailing plant. ideal for hanging 
baskets. Its small flowers, which come in 
every possible color and shade except 
yellow, resemble miniature  gloxinias. 

Veltheimia vyiridifolia produces spikes 
of drooping flowers in winter and rests in 
summer. Flower color varies from yel- 
low to deep rosy or purplish pink. There’s 
a suggestion of ruffling to the wide leaves, 
making it a distinctive plant for its foli- 
age alone. 

The Easter lily, Lilium longiflorum, 
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shine. 


However. 


is made to order for house culture be- 
cause it blooms in spring and is dormant 
in summer. In June I set my bulbs in 
the garden, then pot and put them in 
the basement in late September. During 
this period the bulbs are watered no 
oftener than once every three weeks. In 
two or three months, when the green 
shoots appear, the pots are set in a south 
window and 
window light comes mainly from one 
side, the plants should be turned every 
day to counteract their tendency to be- 
come leggy in their quest for ample sun- 
he bulbs are kept in active growth 
through the blooming period and until 
they are planted in the garden again. 
Amaryllis, habranthus and _ sprekelia 
may also be summered in the garden. 
foliage should be en- 
couraged to grow all summer. 
to label them, for if they should become 
dormant before fall, it’s all but impossi- 
ble to find them when it’s time to bring 
them indoors 


watered daily. 


their 


Because 


Be sure 








Amazon Lily 





CHICACO NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 


®@ The classic white beauty of the 
Amazon lily, Eucharis grandiflora, is 
seldom seen outside of greenhouses 
and flowershop windows. But here is 
proof that it can be grown in the 
home. 

My bulbs were planted in a 6-inch 
pot with the tops just showing above 
the soil, a mixture of cow manure and 
bonemeal. To insure adequate drain- 
age, pieces of broken crock were first 
placed in the pot. The eucharis does 
best in half shade; mine were grown 
in a north window under a bright 
steady light. 

Watering was generous, but the soil 
was allowed to dry out in between 
applications. There must be no slop- 
piness. The temperature was 65°-70°. 

When the flowering period was over, 
water was gradually withheld until 
the leaves died down. The bulbs were 
then removed and allowed to dry 
slowly for 12 weeks before planting 
again. Placing the potted bulbs in 
a box with glass sides speeded growth 
by holding moisture, especially when 
some damp peatmoss was put in the 
bottom of the box.—W. D. Hamsty, 
Chicago Natural History Museum 
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West Coast Gardening 


By LESTER ROWNTREE 


casting 
this 


gardeners, 


urai*lcet exceeding that of almost any 
other part of the country. The West 
Coast doesn’t produce eastern bittersweet 
(although we have a native climber by 
that name), partridge berry or winter- 
green. But there is richness on south- 
western deserts and driftwood along the 
coast. In the mountains are cones, mosses 
and lichens, lovely tree barks and dainty 
or robust evergreen leafage. Washes 
yield gnarled bits of old roots and man- 
zanita boles, hurled down from the hills 
above, and the colored fruits and seed 
pods of the valleys. 

In using all this material, keep simplic- 
ity in mind, for it is easy to run amuck 
with such abundance. Follow a special 
motif and have a reason for even the 
smallest item. 

One twisted, attractively shaped man- 
zanita branch—mahogany-colored when 
young, wind-polished and silver when 
old—hung with a few small silver and 
chartreuse balls makes a _ diminutive 
Christmas tree, 


Southern California 


An enchanting movable creche, with 
the requisite holy family and attendant 
animals, can be made from desert mate- 
rials. For the floor, use a low-edged 
board, scattered with tan-colored gravel. 
Scale is important. The gravel should be 
fine (coarse sand could be substituted), 
for heavy texture would be distracting. 
Rocks in appropriate colors and a few 
of the many dried desert plants, selected 
with discrimination, are used for the set- 
ting. Especially graceful and appropriate 
are the feathery dried specimens in pale 
shades of red, purple, pink and brown. 
The shelter and cradle could be made 
of palm leaf strips or the thin bark of 
one of the bark-shedding desert shrubs. 
A dainty spray of creosote bush or smoke 
tree might provide the necessary shade. 


California Fog Belt 


The dwarf Gowan cypress, Cupressus 
goveniana, will always receive my 
praises. This is a narrow, upright shrub, 
native to a small section of the Monterey 
Peninsula. It is useful the year around 
in the garden, and at Christmas furnishes 
cones that may be tiny and still green, 
tan and a little larger or full-sized and 
brown—take your choice. These cones, 
sometimes in large clusters, sometimes 
only a few, are nested in foliage fluffy 
enough to soften any feeling of stiffness. 

The branches are ideal for following 
the arch or square top and sides of a 
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doorway. Use plenty to avoid a skimpy 
appearance, It is best to tie the greens 
to two wires run around the door. 

Do try to get some of those decorative 
fruits marketed as Forelle pears for 
your Christmas bowl. The Forelle pear 
is a plump little affair, hardly more than 
2 inches long and small enough to use in 
massive wreaths. Stubby and Humpty 
Dumpty-looking, it is bright yellow freck- 
led with red and has one cheek flushed 
with vivid scarlet. It is so colorful that 
when the time comes to eat it, one for- 
gives the lack of flavor. 


San Joaquin and 
Sacramento Valleys 


When you make a wreath, give thought 
to the recipient and see that the gift 
is appropriate. Nowadays, wreaths are 
made from any number of materials we 
once would never have thought of using. 
Wreaths of vegetables or herbs are suited 
to the kitchen window or the back door 
which, after all, should have its Christ- 
mas, too. 

Window wreaths need not be large. 
They could be accented with sharp-nosed 
scarlet peppers, brightly colored beans, 
chillies, small neat red or white onions. 
A wreath of succulents lasts longer than 
a vegetable wreath, but does not ship as 
well. Small silver ornaments could be 
used among the gray, silver-white and 
purple- or red-flushed leaves of succulent 
rosettes, The many shapes and sizes of 
succulent foliage—round, pointed, saus- 
age-shaped, almost square—lend new 
possibilities to the succulent wreath. Be 
careful how you handle succulents, for 
they crush easily. 

Remember the different values of cones 
in their various stages when using them 
in a wreath. An immature cone gives an 
entirely different effect from that of a 
ripe cone with nuts spilled. Sometimes 
the back of a cone is as decorative as 
the front. 


Pacifie Northwest 


The Chinese Ilex pernyi grows faster 
in the Northwest than here with me in 
the Fog Belt and finally becomes a small 
tree. The little shrub I bought is still, 
after 17 years, a dwarf. Even in the 
Northwest, this plant is a great contrast 
to noble I. aquifolium Van Tol, a tree 
that will not endure my dry hillside. In 
the center of its wide girth, my I. pernyi 
sends up erect central stems, the only 
ones that ever fruit. These are in great 
demand for individual children’s Christ- 
mas trees. Perhaps it is because the 
berried branches are always cut that my 
specimen remains the neat dwarf it is. 








FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS 


By MARIE JOHNSON FORT 
237 Pages. 










‘Flower % 
Size ~ Arrangements 
8" x od ill IIlus. 
~ ucasions ; 
10%” 32 in 
Color. 
Price 


Never has flower arranging been more 
beautifully portrayed. It is a book every 
flower arranger will treasure! There are 
32 superb color plates in addition to 64 
black and white plates. Included are 
photographs showing the different con- 
tainers that can be used such as glass, por- 
celain, cloisonne, silver, copper, pewter, etc. 
Mrs. Fort gives you a complete description 
of plant materials (even substitutes) and 
vases which are used in the arrangements. 
Some of the flowers used in the arrange- 
ments are roses, carnations, daffodils, wild 
crab apple blossoms, tulips, dahlias, peonies, 


lilies, snapdragons, gladiolus, hydrangeas, 
camellias, zinnias, as. well as fruits and 
vegetables. 

GLADIOLI, 


STOCK, 

EASTER LILIES, 
AND WHITE AND 
GREEN CALADIUM 
FOLIAGE. 


For church use on 
Easter Sunday. 





PINK GLADIOLI, 
BLUE 


HYDRANGEAS, 
LOQUAT 
FOLIAGE, 

IRIS LEAVES 


—an end table 
arrangement for 
party occasions. 





There are seven chapters as follows: Flower 
Arrangements in the Home; The Value and 
Use of Color; The Japanese Tradition and 
Influence; Period Arrangements and Flower 
Shows; Fruit and Vegetables in Arrange- 
ments; Arrangements for Parties, Dining 
Tables and Other Occasions; Church Ar- 
rangements; Flower Mechanics. 


Order your copy today! 


Foreign residents, add 10% to each copy for 
shipping and handling. 


! Flower Grower Bookshop (Mail Order Only) 

| 2049 Grand Central Terminal 

| New York 17, N. Y. 

| Please send me....cop....of ‘‘Flower Arrange- 
ments for All Occasions’’ by Marie Johnson Fort 

| @ $8.50 a copy. 
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Flower Grower 


Carden Club Forum Conducted by VICTOR H. RIES 


HE following letter from New York 
may be of interest to many garden 
clubbers. 

“The principal of our elementary school 
has asked our fairly new garden club to 
conduct a flower show for the children 
this fall. The thing that bothers us most 
is containers. Since we do not want the 
children to bring breakable vases to 
school, it’s been suggested they paint 
tins at home and bring them. But these 
would require pin holders, which is out— 
too many children. Also, is it advisable 
to give small prizes?” 

If you are going to have children do 
something, start them along the right 
path. To have them try to arrange flowers 
in tin cans would give you anything but 
flower arrangements, and, I believe, 
would more or less undo what you are 
trying to do. 

We don’t seem to have any trouble with 


A glimpse at 


The Garden Clubs 


HE special charm which sets some 

garden apart from the 

average clubroom usually can be 
traced to a distinctive regionalism of 
buildings and grounds. We have de- 
scribed the Jacksonville, Fort Lauder- 
dale, New Orleans, Augusta and Pitts- 
burgh centers. Each is “special” because 
the managing committees promote re- 
gional atmosphere. 

The Wilton, Connecticut. Garden Cen- 
ter is every inch New England in char- 
acter, Situated in a quiet countryside 
just inland from Norwalk and Westport, 
the town has attracted many prominent 
people in the theater, music, painting 
and, in fact, all the arts including the 
art of gardening. 


Mrs. Nelson Breed of Nod Hill, Wilton, 


centers 


At the Wilton Garden Center 






EXTENSION FLORICULTURIST, 


our 4-H flower club youngsters bringing 
breakable containers to county fairs, so 
I don’t see why you can’t use them. The 
children can buy needlepoint holders 
from the dime store. And instead of ex- 
pensive bowls and vases, they can use 
pottery from the 5 & 10 or old dishware 
from home—cups, soup dishes, sugar 
bowls, mixing bowls or what-have-you. 

If you merely want to show what they’ve 
been growing, then you can use tin cans 
wrapped in green crepe paper or painted 
green. 

Prizes help—give 
seeds, bulbs or plants. 


them packets of 


Gardeners’ Spelling Bee 


In many of the-letters I receive each 
week, I cannot decipher the names of 
the plants described. The spelling is so 
changed I cannot recognize it! So why 
not hold a club spelling bee? Choose 


is largely responsible for organizing the 
Wilton club and garden center and re- 
storing the old Wilton Academy for the 
club’s use. A former town hall, the 
academy is now leased by the town to 
the garden center. The character of the 
old building has been maintained by the 
use of antique furnishings, except when 
the size of meetings folding 
chairs into service. 

Built into a hillside, the garden center 
has a greenhouse on the second floor 
level at the rear of the building. Work 
in the greenhouse has been fun for the 
group of some 15 members who raise 
decorative plants there each year. 

The center is kept in good condition 
by house and grounds committees and a 
caretaker, and is largely supported by 


presses 


Typically New England in character, the Wilton, Conn., Garden Center, with a garden and greenhouse, has special charm. 


By 


OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, COLUMBUS, OHIO 





Notice 


@ Garden club officers interested in in- 
creasing the income of their clubs are in 
vited to write to Circulation Department, 
Dept. GC, Flower Grower, Albany 1, 
New York. 











sides and start down the list of names in 
any catalogue. 


Try These for Size 


Here are some project ideas suggested 
by the Minnesota Horticultural Society 
to garden clubs in that state: 

Sponsor a garden institute meeting for 
the public. 

Build a garden book section in com- 
munity or school library. Supply addi- 
tional books, magazines, reference lists 
of publications, and lists of local dealers 


MARGET COCHRANE COLE 


proceeds from Christmas sales. Local 
groups usé the building for meetings, 
and the Congregational Church across 
the street holds Sunday School classes 
there. 

The Wilton Garden Club has a heart- 
warming approach to flower shows. I 
well remember a beautiful autumn show 
there last year and the quiet calm 
when we judges met in the tiny garden 
room on the hillside overlooking the 
greenhouse. The hall and gallery were 
decorated with autumn plant materials. 
I recall that at a luncheon after the show 
at Mrs. Robert C. Hardy’s Knights- 
ridge Farm, the committee members all 
expressed delight that the tricolor award 
had been won by a member of a visiting 
club.» 


WILTON GARDEN CENTER PHOTOS 
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in specific plants and gardening supplies. 

Sponsor plant sales to finance worthy 
projects. 

Provide continuous flower arrange- 
ments for library, hospital or school. 

Provide fireplace or tables and benches 
for park. Supervise planting of demon- 
stration projects in park. 

Help organize a planting project for 
the school, library or other public build- 
ing. 

Prepare a yearbook outlining your 
program for the year. Leave the cover 
plain and ask each member to decorate 
his own. Exhibit the books at the next 
meeting, awarding a prize for the best. 


What's Your Club Doing? 


I would appreciate it if a representa- 
tive of each club would mail me the an- 
swers to the following questions so that 
I can pass the information on to other 
clubs: 


What is the name and location of 
your club? 

How many members do you have? 

Do you have a constitution? 

How long do your officers hold office? 

What civic planting have you done or 
are doing? 

What other projects does your club 
sponsor ? 


Program Planning 


Do your members complain about the 
subjects discussed at club meetings? 
Why not let them tell you what they 
want? Also, let them suggest speakers 
or possibly offer to speak themselves. 
Make up a mimeographed or typewritten 
sheet listing a wide range of topics. 
Leave room for the members to fill in 
whether they are interested in the topic, 
whether they would be willing to give 
such a talk, or to Jist the speakers they 
think are capable of giving such a talk. 





Christmas Decorations at 


[From PAGE 29]  epergne overflowing 
with apples, grapes, pears, lemons or 
pomegranates. Sometimes the center- 
piece is a gilded papier-mache cornu- 
copia crammed with fruit or, on occa- 
sion, it may be just one tall white candle 
with a bough of leaves encircling it. 

A pyramidal centerpiece of apples and 
nuts topped with a pineapple always 
arouses the most curiosity. In March, 
registrants at the Colonial Williams- 
burg Garden Symposium still ask how 
everything was kept in place in this 
arrangement which impressed them so 
much at Christmas. The answer is a 
cone-shaped, nail-studded block of wood 
with the pointed top cut off. Apples are 
held on by the nail heads, nuts are 
poked in between the apples, and the 
pineapple rests upon the flat cone top. 

Traditional greens are laid around 
most of the centerpieces, usually in a 
circle, oval or rectangle. On the long 
table in the formal dining room of’ the 
Governor's Palace, the foliage sometimes 
extends the length of the table, arranged 
in two diagonals which cross under the 
centerpiece. We have also laid them in 
two horseshoes facing the center of the 
table. The greens may be long boughs 
laid end to end or little bunches of foli- 
age arranged in a geometric design. The 


greens usually used are holly, cedar, 
magnolia, acuba or balsam. Sometimes 


the evergreen base is sparked with 
bunches of holly berries, red leaves, pine 
cones or even sprays of wheat. On occa- 
sion, too, the green theme may be carried 
up into the centerpiece by poking sprigs 
of holly or bits of evergreens between 
the fruit. 

Candlesticks are sometimes used’ in 
large table decorations. A pair may serve 
to balance a tall centerpiece or give 
height to a low, spreading one. On a 
very long table, four candlesticks have 
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illiamsburg 


been used effectively with 
boughs encircling their bases. 

The arrangements are kept fresh with 
little effort for the two weeks they re- 
main on display. Greens and grapes are 
replaced every few days without dis- 
turbing the rest of the arrangement. 
Other fruits and materials usually do not 
wither. 

To the basic ingredients of the Wil- 


evergreen 


liamsburg arrangements—the designs, 
which we inherit, and the materials, 


which we carefully collect—we add a 
deep love for the traditions of Christmas. 
Our earnest endeavor is to make these 
decorations as beautifully gracious as 
they were in the days of our forefathers.» 








Colonial Williamsburg 
Garden Symposium 


@ The complete program—names of 
speakers and list of events—of the 
Seventh Annual Garden Symposium 
at Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia, of 
which FLowerR GROWER is co-sponsor, 
will be announced in the January 
magazine. 

Dates of the two three-day sessions 
of talks, tours, discussions and demon- 
strations are as follows: first session— 
March 9 to 11; second session (which 
largely duplicates the first)—March 
18 to 20. 














NEW GRAVELY 


Snow Blower attach- 
ment for powerful 
5-Horsepower Gravely 
Tractor moves deep, dangerous snow 
swiftly and easily. 19 other 
attachments for every lawn, 
garden, field job. All-gear 
drive, reverse. Postcard 
brings complete story of 
“Power vs. Drudgery.” 


FREE! Write Today! »—> = 


GRAVELY MOTOR PLOW & CULTIVATOR CO. 
BOX 1216 DUNBAR, WEST VA. 


FREE‘. 


Glorious Roses, Flower- 
ing Shrubs, ShadeTrees 
--- NEW DWARF TREES! 
Landscape Guide Included 
World famous Stark Patented 
and Trade Marked FRUIT.. 
plus extra hardy, fast grow- 
ing Stark Flowering Shrubs, 
glorious Roses, lovely Vines, 
Shade Trees and other Home 
Beautifying Ornamentals... 
allareincludedinthisgreatest 
of ali Stark Bro’s C atalogs. 
Stark Bro’s—America’s Old- 
est and Largest Nursery. 
want you to have this giant 
64-page COLORPHOTO book 
Included is Stark’s complete new Home Landscape 











F REE. 
Planning and Planting Guide to help you bring new color, 
new beauty and greater value to your home. See the newest 
Stark fruit creations...super quality fruit that you can grow 


in your own back yard...both Standard Size and amazing 
new Dwarf trees. SEND NO MONEY... just your name 
and address. WRITE TODAY! 


STARK BRO’S, Box 763, Louisiana, Missouri 









Cherry coral floribunda 
Rich, spicy fragrance. 
Plant Patent No. 926 
2.25 each 
3 for 6.00 


Write for’ Free catalog 


ys KIMBREW GARDENS 


MYRTLE rectum TEXAS 
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Catalog of Today! 


25 ¢ each 


By Far the Finest Rose Plants Grown! 


Koy Hennessey 


Scappoose, Oregon 


But no pictures 
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AMERICA’S FINEST 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Write for our free illustrated 
catalogue today. Listing 
25 varieties—ours alone 


Replanting? Then you'll need 
PROGRESS POTS 


Ideal containers for African Violets. 
Check these advantages 

* Eliminate petiole rot 

* Light weight—attractive 
black finish 

. ae aaa 24" —7/2¢ 
"— 
min. order 10 pots add 
20¢ doz. mailing. 
Cash lease. 


FLOWERS Linwood, 


















— Dept. FG, N. J. 





All - America 
Selections And 130 


Favorite Varieties 
New and Old. ‘ 
CHRYSLER 
ARP ROSES, INC. IMPERIAL 
Son 178-B Tyler, Texas 


DAHLIAS 


OF OUTSTANDING BEAUTY 


New and standard exhibition varieties of all | 
? 
? 
ra 
\ 





types and sizes for the discriminating growers. 

) Our DAHLIA BLUE BOOK, published in Janu- 

) ary, lists 300 of the best with clear descrip- 
tions, up-to-date cultural directions, and other 
valuable information. It’s free. Send now for ) 
your copy. 


Rocky River Dahlia Gardens 
Dept. F 
19111 Story Rd. Rocky River 16, Ohio 
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HYPONX 


PLANT FOOD : 
Grows Better Plants Faster 


In SOIL, SAND or WATER 
Simply dissolve and water all your 
houseplants, garden flowers, veg- 
etables, shrubs, lawn. Produces 
more and larger flowers and fruit. 
Excellent for seedlings, cuttings, 
transplants. Clean, odorless. 
Won't burn foliage or roots if 
used as directed. Contains all 
nutritional elements — plus 
vitamin Bl. Feeds instanily. 
if er me can't supply you send $1 for 
b. can. Makes 100 gallons. 


Grasseonc Senicas co. ! 
























. Copley, Ohio, U.S.A. 





AT HOME!- SPARE TIME! -NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 


It's New! Amazing! FULL GROWN 
living dwarf trees — only 12 INCHES 
HIGH! Elm, orange, oak, cypress—any 
kind! All BLOOM and even BEAR 
FRUIT. Perfect, healthy specimens, 
but miniature! Make costly home dec- 
orations and beautiful expensive cen- 
terpieces (sold for over $1,500 each). 
It's easy! Fun! A new fascinating ar- 
tistic HOBBY — a new fabulous SESSSS 
BUSINESS! Real seed and sensational 
eee gowns secret plan details. BOTH 


GENUINE Clowns 
a SEED AND 
© 


PLAN 
National Nursery Gardens, Dept. F-12 | 



















8463 S. Van Ness, Inglewood 4, California 
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[From PAGE 23] the main food supplied 
by the leafmold. Hollies also need pot- 
ash, not amply supplied by oak leaf- 
mold. An inch mulch of potash in the 
form of tobacco stems should be applied 
each fall on top of the mulch of oak 
leafmold. 

Peatmoss may be substituted for leaf- 
mold with less desirable but still satis- 
factory results. When peatmoss is used, 
the following spring and fall feeding pro- 
gram is needed: 1. a half-inch mulch of 
old rotted cow manure (three years old 
or more) applied in spring (castor 
pomace, cottonseed, meal or tankage may 
be substituted); 2. the  fall-applied 
tobacco mulch mentioned above. Or you 
can use a special all-in-one holly fertil- 
izer. Don’t use chemical fertilizers, how- 
ever. Holly not only resents them, but the 
use of too much of them will kill holly. 
Holly is a heavy, steady week-by-week 
feeder. Most chemicals dissolve rapidly 
in the soil and are quickly available for 
brief periods but leave the plants without 
food between each application of fer- 
tilizer. 

Weekly waterings until new plants are 
established is good practice. 

No pruning law applies particularly to 
holly except the clean cut (use saw or 
pruning shears—don’t break limbs) and 
what taste dictates. Holly can be cut to 
the ground without ill effects once roots 
are well established. Light pruning can 
be done any time, but Thanksgiving to 
Easter is far the best. Heavy pruning 
should be done a few weeks before new 
growth starts in spring and then only. 
Heavy pruning cuts away foliage that 
normally shades the tree’s inner bark. 
When left exposed, this bark is cracked 
open by winter cold and sun. To keep 
hedges trim, summer pruning is some- 
times necessary. However, this encour- 
ages very late fall growth, which is soft 
at frost time, when it yellows or browns. 
This unattractive growth should be cut 
off. 

The best holly-planting months are 
April and May, with September and 
October runners-up. English holly, how- 
ever, should be planted only in spring. 
In order to get berries, be sure to include 
a male holly within a 100 yards or so of 
the others. For almost all hollies bear 
their fruit-producing or female flowers on 
one plant and the pollen-producing or 
male flowers on another. 

Buy only named varieties. Seedlings 
are unpredictable and often inferior. 
Leaves may be of poor texture or color 
or may drop early. Too, plants may not 
bear well or consistently—or they may 
have a rangy, loose growth habit. Also, 
small seedlings may be male or female, 
and it requires five to ten years for them 
to bloom before you can determine the 
sex. Hollies propagated by cuttings 


Own Holly 


will usually flower—and bear fruits— 
much earlier. 


AMERICAN HOLLY 


American holly, Ilex opaca, is the best 
species for this country’s climate. It is, 
generally speaking, hardier and more 
adaptable than its foreign kin. It will 
grow in most every soil—clay, gravel, 
shale or good loam—and in every section 
of the country except desert areas, the 
northern Rockies and other very cold 
regions where frostbite and parkas are in 
style. However, the best areas for all 
hollies are those with well-drained acid 
soil, moist climate and temperate habit. 
Our alkali Southwest is in general too 
dry—and if it were not too dry, it would 
be too alkali! In the subtropics, too 
rapid growth results in early berries and 
long, disproportionate leaf growth. 

American hollies can be planted north, 
south, east or west of the house in sun 
or shade. But they do best in locations 
with more sun than shade. They should 
not be planted near large shade trees, 
especially maples. In colder climes, the 
American hollies (as well as foreign 
hollies) with the most delightful winter 
green color are not placed in the most 
windswept locations, because cold winds 
detract from leaf color. When wind- 
protected, American hollies do very well 
in temperatures falling occasionally to 
20° below zero. 


Regional Availability 


Most of our native wild holly grows 
on the coastal plains of the South, while 
Florida boasts one of the first nurseries 
to produce superior named varieties. 
With these two great heritages, the South 
hesitates to look to the North for new 
varieties. Wild seedlings, which have a 
good green color compared to northern 
wild holly, are to be had for the digging. 
And the early start and wide dissemi- 
nation of the Florida varieties make them 
inexpensive. Most of these really lovely 
southern varieties, however, are spineless 
or partially so. Those that are fully 
spined lack depth of color and gloss. 

In middle Atlantic, New England 
coastal and midwestern states, many of 
the wild holly seedlings offered in nurs- 
eries are very undesirable. Most named 
varieties are far superior, and most all 
bear heavy crops of berries, except possi- 
bly some hedges. 

The following list includes only those 
named varieties generally available in 
the area under which they appear. More 
than 10,000 cuttings or grafts of each 
have been rooted and sold. 


Varieties for the South 
These varieties are not winterhardy 


north. 
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Howarp. Widely grown heavy-bearing 


holly. Has beautiful, unusually dark 
glossy leaf with very few spines. 


CROONENBERG. Another popular va- 
riety with good berries and bushy growth. 
Lacks the glossy deep green of Howard, 
but is attractive and well-spined. 


Varieties for Colder Climes 


Following varieties are for New Eng- 
land coastal, middle Atlantic and mid- 
western states, 


O_p Heavy Berry. One of few va- 
rieties listed by almost all holly special- 
ists. Bright red openly-shown berry re- 
liably borne year after year. Stiff strong 
leaf of superior deep green (even under 
adverse conditions) with an early winter 
gloss. A rapid grower, it requires yearly 
trimming in its baby years to make i 


bushy. Extremely hardy. 
ARDEN. A very upright eastern holly. 
Bears excellent crops of berries most 


years which tend to orange-red. Leaf is 


a good green until cold weather in 
rigorous climes, when it often lightens 


or. bronzes. 


CiarK. Old extremely bushy variety 
excellent for hedges. Has a good green 
wide leaf when well-fed. Dense foliage 
tends to hide berries, which are unre- 
liably borne. However, no hedge holly 
yields the beautiful berry crops obtained 
on a specimen planted in the open. Propa- 


gates very easily from cuttings, thus les- 
sening cost of small plants. 
CarpDINAL. Very dense twiggy tree, 


moderately upright. Much liked by birds 
because of bushiness and 2nti-cat armor 
of spiny leaves. Has good green leaf and 
excellent red berry profusely borne. Tree 
is half again as tall as broad. This slower- 
than-average grower is being superseded 
by rooted cuttings of some of its own 
seedlings, such as Cardinal Supreme and 
Cardinal Compact. These have darker 
foliage. 


Manic and Farace. Fast-growing up- 
right varieties with loose growth habit. 
Excellent berriers, bearing younger than 
most. Showy, as the loose habit allows 
all berries to be enjoyed. Good green 
leaf color. Yearly shearing keeps these 
fully hardy varieties to a good dense form. 


Op LEATHERLEAF. Probably the best 
male on the market. Has three advan- 
tages over others: dark, almost black- 
green foliage when well-fed, very bushy 
growth requiring no pruning and a nor- 
mal fiowering habit. Many male hollies 
overflower and are ugly both because of 
the dried flower residue hanging on the 
tree for weeks after and because of 
tardiness of new growth. These trees 
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wear winter’s dull foliage until such time 
as they recover from overflowering. Old 
Leatherleaf is also very hardy. 


Special-Purpose Varieties 


Only small quantities of the following 
new varieties developed for specific uses 
are available. 


CHRISTMAS SPRAY. 
habit and big 
for sprays. 


Layered branching 
berries. Excellent holly 
For holly orchardists. 


CuristMas Bouquet. Twigs borne on 
all sides of branches. Fine for upright 
displays. For holly orchardists. 


Spric. Produces short twiglets good 
for wreaths and corsages. For holly 
orchardists. 


Op Fairurut. Upright bushy com- 
pact form with dark foliage. A reliable 
bearer. Perhaps the best slow-growing 
bushy variety yet introduced for land- 
scape use. 


Canary. Bright pure yellow berry and 
hardy normally green bushy growth. 
Many other yellow-berried varieties lack 
hardiness due to southern origin or are 
orangish yellow. A novelty holly for home 
owners. 


FOREIGN HOLLIES 


Have you met the foreign hollies—the 
Japanese, Chinese, English? If not, you 
may be surprised to find that many mem- 
bers of the world holly family just don’t 
look like hollies at all—particularly the 
popular Japanese. 


Japanese Holly 


Japanese holly, Ilex crenata, has black 
berries and resembles boxwood in leaf 
and growth habit. It is the hardiest and 
most popular of the foreign hollies. In- 
deed, there are more of these hollies 
planted in American yards than any other 
type, including the American holly. In 
cool temperate regions, they are used for 
hedging and foundation planting in per- 
haps the majority of newly landscaped 
homes. Japanese holly is essentially a 
utility plant, while American holly is a 
preening peacock of a specimen show- 
man. 


Many nurserymen grow Japanese holly 
from seed collected in the Japanese wild 
or from ancient plantings here in this 
country. But these are inferior, particu- 
larly in leaf color and growth habit, to 
named varieties. 


ILEX CRENATA CONVEXA. The hardiest 
and most popular of all Japanese hollies. 
It is usually female with dark green 
cupped leaves. 


ILEX C. ROTUNDIFOLIA. 


Though not as 
hardy as I. c. convexa, 


it has a larger 
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leaf and a very bushy, uniform habit. 


ILEx c. HELLERI. An American origina- 
tion and a dwarf—seldom more than 1 
foot high, 3 feet wide—with a pincushion- 
like habit of growth. While not as hardy 
as I, c. convexa, it will often survive cold 
because of its prostrate habit. 


ILEx C. HETzZI. This relatively new 
American selection is a natural cross of 
I. c. rotundifolia and I. c. convexa. The 
leaf is about double the size of the latter 
leaf and similarily cupped. Inherits its 
dark green color from other parent. 
While not yet available in quantity, this 
variety will likely become well-known. 


ILEX C, MICROPHYLLA. Several different 
strains available. Dull-foliaged strains 
should be bypassed for those with dark, 
glossy green foliage. These better forms 
are quite hardy. 


Chinese Holly 


If you live in the South, you’re likely 
to stare an [lex cornuta in the face out- 
side the kitchen window! For the holly 
of the hot plains and hills of China— 
Chinese holly is its common name—is 
admirably suited to the warmth and 
brightness of our South. This holly also 
grows well in southern California. More- 
over, if wind-protected, it will tolerate 
below-zero temperatures with only slight 
browning of leaves. Chinese holly derives 
its Latin name from the three immense 
spines on the tip end of the leaf, which 
resemble the horns and nose of a bull. 
The variety I. c. BURFORDI is one of the 
most popular named varieties in the 
South. Its leaves are a darker, glossier 
green than the species and have only one 
spine. 

In addition to Ilex cornuta, there is the 
little-leaved holly of China, ILEX PERNYI. 
Its leaves, seldom more than an inch long, 
are nicely spined and borne on the stem 
in a fronded manner. The red berries 
are oddly segmented and tucked close 
under leaf “fronds.” It’s unique among 
Chinese hollies in that it’s quite hardy, 
almost as hardy as American holly, and 
is popular over much of the nation. 


ILEX P. VEITCHI is apparently a cross be- 
tween I. pernyi and I. cornuta. The in- 
fluence of the latter is visible in the more 
type-like leaf, round berries borne on 
longer stems, bushy habit and same de- 
gree of hardiness. 


English Holly 


The beautiful English holly of tradi- 
tion, Ilex aquifolium, has fault to find 
with much of the climate of this nation. 
It turns up its nose and roots at it. 
It most dislikes our regions of dry heat 
and intense cold. It loves the climate 


that makes white cheeks with red roses 
—namely, a damp hazy climate. On the 
Pacific Northwest coast. where it’s raised 













for the Christmas trade, it’s grown by 
the hundreds of thousands. Favored parts 
of the east coast also grow it quite well— 
all the way along the sheltered coves 
and lees of oceanward hills from Cape 
Cod down io Norfolk, Virginia. Except 
where summers are cool, this holly is best 
planted in shade. Shade prevents dry air 
and clear sunlight from dulling and dry- 
ing foliage and in winter lessens the like- 
lihood of the ground heaving, which Eng- 
lish holly definitely dislikes. In all but 
the southern fringes of the eastern range, 
some sort of wind protection is needed. 
In inlets and harbors, the shelter of 
rocks and hills may be sufficient but even 
here evergreen hedges and banks are 
usually worth-while insurance. English 
holly loves oak leafmold like all hollies, 
but also does well in rich sweet soil. 


Variety Advice 


No other holly has so many variations, 
mutations and peculiar individuals. Some 
varieties have silver leaf edges and splash- 
ings, others golden ones. Some _ have 
spines on both tops and edges of leaves. 
others only a tip spine. Some have tiny 
leaves, others monstrous ones. Leaves of 
some varieties crinkle or twist like a 
corkscrew. Others are _ ripsaw-edged. 
Still others are black-green and glossy 
as a mirror. Berries may be brick red. 
carmine red, bright yellow or snappy 
orange. Another peculiarity of the Eng- 
lish holly is that it includes a number of 
sterile male mutations. 

Most all of the many, many varieties 
are desirable and of about equal quality. 
Therefore I shall not attempt to list the 
many fine standard varieties but shall 
just touch briefly on a few of the most 
unusual strains. 


Hepcenoc (I. aquifolium ferox). A 
sterile male mutation. Spines are clus- 
tered fiercely on upper leaf surface and 
sides. There are both golden-splotched 
and silver-edged variations, the latter 
with delightful silver-tipped spines. The 
more shade the silvered has, the purer 
white the edging. Hardier than most 
variegated hollies. 


NARROWLEAF (I. a. augustifolia). An- 
other sterile male mutation with small 
narrow leaves. Sports back to the normal 
large-leaved English holly on odd 
branches. 


ILEX ALTACLARENSIS. A cross between 
Canary Islands holly and common Eng- 
lish holly. The resulting hybrids vary 
immensely and are extremely popular. 


ILex A. witsont. Glossy ripsaw-toothed 
leaves often measuring 4 inches by 21% 
inches. Big red berries. 


ILEX A. CAMELLIAEFOLIA. Loved and 
grown for its purplish red winter foli- 
age. Leaves flat and often spineless. A 
poor bearer but quite hardy 
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November 
Pointers 


TIPS FOR NORTHERN GARDENERS 


By P. J. MCKENNA 


LANTING of tulips, daffodils, crocus, 
Piorvacints lilies and other hardy 
bulbs can continue this month un- 

less soil is already frozen. If these hardy 
bulbs are to flower come spring, rooting 
—and plenty of it—is necessary. This 
starts soon after bulbs are planted unless 
delayed by a ground freeze. So if there’s 
the possibility of a heavy ground freeze 
any time during the month following 
planting, cover the ground with a mulch. 
It’s true that much of the necessary root- 
ing takes place towards spring, but 
there’s always danger of bulbs rotting 
beforehand, particularly if there’s been 
no root growth in late fall or winter. 

Rotting of bulbs is caused more often 
by too much water held in the soil than 
by any other single factor except disease. 
Make sure that your soil is well-drained 
and porous. Coarse sand, coal ashes or 
any gritty material worked into the top 6 
inches helps porosity. If the bulb bed 
is low, drainage can also be improved by 
raising the bed level 6 inches or more. 

A word of caution: don’t plant bulbs 
dug last year from infected soil. This is 
sheer folly, no matter how sound the 
bulbs look. 


Protection of Plants 


In sections of the East and Midwest, 
many plants—especially perennials and 
rock garden species—are not covered be- 
fore December or until there’s a hard 
freeze. Many plants so handled come 
through winter in better shape than those 
covered earlier. Most plants hardened by 
several freezings withstand low winter 
temperatures without injury. The most 
practical method of providing winter pro- 
tection for these plants is to lay twigg 
brush over them and then sprinkle salt 
or marsh hay on top. With these plants 
it’s not a matter of protecting them from 
cold but of keeping them cold, thereby 
preventing “heaving” of soil from 
changes of temperature. Marsh hay 
does not rot and dries out quickly after 
wetting. Excelsior makes a good cover- 
ing too but breaks up during winter. The 
small bits get mixed with the soil, making 


it difficult to remove the covering neatly in - 


spring. 

If you leave a few inches of stem on 
taller perennials like phlox, leaves will 
be collected and held loosely, giving pro- 


tection to the crown. Coal ashes make 
a good covering for delphinium and other 
fleshy-crowned plants. 

Chrysanthemums need protection too. 
Instead of being lifted, plants set out last 
spring are best left where they are and 
covered with a mulch. With many varie- 
ties I found it a good policy to leave the 
plants undisturbed for at least two years 
—some for even three years. The result 
—better plants, as well as better cuttings 
and divisions. Plants so handled also 
appear to be less subject to disease. But 
if the spot where chrysanthemums are 
planted is inclined to hold water in winter, 
lifting is the only method of saving the 
plants. If kept wet, they’ll rot. 


Waterlilies 


Type of winter protection given water- 
lilies depends upon depth of the pool. 
If it is deep enough to permit the addi- 
tion of 214% to 3 feet of water, no other 
protection is required. To protect the 
pool itself, throw a few logs into the 
water to take up the expansion when the 
water freezes. Cover shallow pools with 
boards and top with a blanket of leaves. 
For very shallow pools, it may be neces- 
sary to drain off the water and then cover 
the waterlilies with wet leaves. 


Tree Roses 


The advice to dig up tree roses and 
bury them in a trench, drastic though it 
may be, may have to be accepted in some 
northern areas. In others, tree roses can 
be brought successfully through the 
winter by the following less extreme 
means. Mound a heavy mulch of soil 
around the base of the stem. Wrap the 
upper part of the stem in hay or sacking. 
If the tree head is large, cut the branches 
back somewhat. Then encase the entire 
head in building paper or similar heavy 
paper, stuffing this with hay or excelsior. 
This may seem more trouble than dig- 
ging and trenching the plants, but it 
keeps the root system intact and doesn’t 
check spring growth. 


Pruning 


Pruning climbing and rambler roses 
can be done any time in winter or di- 
rectly after flowering in summer. Roses 
pruned annually probably are _ best 
trimmed right after flowering, but roses 


which have gone unpruned for several 
years should be left until cool weather. 
Protect hands and arms against the sharp 
prickles, which in some varieties are 
wicked. Pruning can be quite drastic 
for you can’t harm the plant. Cut out 
all the very old dark canes at ground 
level. Retain recent growth, which will 
be green, and tie these canes back to 
their supports—unless, of course, it’s 
regular practice to lay them on the 
ground and cover in winter. Don’t oper- 
ate, however, when canes are frozen. 
They'll snap off when bent. 

None of the foregoing applies to climb- 
ing hybrid teas, perpetuals, polyanthas 
or floribundas. These have a different 
flowering habit and are pruned in spring 
along with regular roses. 

Shade trees, including maples, can be 
pruned now. Maples sometimes bleed 
when cut in January. Overgrown shrubs 
can be thinned out and deciduous hedges 
cut back to manageable proportions. 


Planting 


So long as the ground remains work- 
able, trees and shrubs of all kinds can 
be planted. The exceptions are birch, 
magnolia, dogwood and similar plants. 
Most trees up to 8 feet in height can be 
transplanted with bare roots. Most 
larger sizes, depending on kind, should 
be balled. Maple, oak and honey locust 
up to 10 feet can be transplanted with 
bare roots. All trees should be securely 
staked and tied. 


Planning 


If you are planning some new garden 
feature or thinking of revising an over- 
grown planting or a poor specimen, study 
the site now while the season’s picture is 
still fresh in your mind. By spring, your 
concept will have changed. Notes made 
on the spot are the most valuable guide. 
Plants that remain bug-ridden regardless 
of what you do should be’ discarded. 
Bare spots under trees where grass re- 
peatedly fails or on sloping areas which 
are always washing would look better if 
planted with a groundcover. Ajuga or 
Vinca minor can be used under trees. 
Baltic ivy is also successful. If the slope 
faces the sun, Rosa wichuraiana is the 
answer. Another fast-growing cover for 
sunny areas is mountain pink, Phlox 
subulata. 


Storage 


If you’re storing apples and pears, this 
is a good time. to reselect the best for 
longer storage. Choose only long-keep- 
ing varieties. Apples, incidentally, keep 
longer than pears. Wrap each fruit in 
paper and store in ventilated boxes at 40° 
to 45°. 

Beets, carrots and similar root crops 
stored outdoors now need extra covering 
to protect them against heavy freezes. 
Look over stored onions and use those 
that show signs of sprouting.» 
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Heirloom Plants 


[From PAGE 25] the raised bed which 
extended from the massive doorstone 
along the spacious veranda and the fasci- 
nating blossoms that waved there. At 
the back grew flowering tobacco (nico- 
tiana), and then came a row of white 
poppies, the big double, fluffy sort. The 
whole planting carried an edging which 
in bloom resembled little blue water- 
lilies afloat in a river of sea green. This, 
of course, was nigella, and, as in many 
other New England families, seeds were 
saved and handed down. The roses, the 
red semiclimbing Harriet, the cabbage 
rose (Rosa centifolia), the China rose 
Old Blush and the black R. gallica 
Cardinal de Richelieu, were inherited by 
Violet Wheeler. All but one of these 
62-year-old specimens _ still produce 
blooms. 

No one seems to know how old the 
venerable plants are which Charles 
Wheeler inherited from a civil war sol- 
dier, Henry Douglas, also of Readsboro. 
Mr. Douglas grew Bible leaf or costmary 
(Chrysanthemum majus, formerly C. 
balsamita) and the old cream-colored 
flower-de-luce (Iris germanica). And he 
was justly proud of his climbing white 
rose, which still wraps the bay window 
and porch of the old house in green and 
white beauty. 

In the same village, Mrs. Gilbert Ross 
cherishes two 60-year-old plants: pink, 
yellow and white Scotch roses (Rosa 
spinosissima) and the herb lovage (le- 
visticum). 

In Ludlow, Vermont, Mrs. Albin Nel- 
son inherited clumps of pretty lavender 
phlox, the lifetime treasure of her aunt. 
Mrs. Nelson also has a lovely century- 
old pinxterbloom azalea (Rhododendron 
nudiflorum), which never fails to form a 
cloud of fragrant pink blossoms each 
spring. Also in Ludlow, Miss Abbie King, 
who is of an advanced age, cherishes 
her mother’s madonna lilies (Lilium 
candidum). Formal and stately, the plant 
grows at the side entrance of the old 
home, laden with waxen trumpets of 
purest beauty. 

An old farm on North Hill, Ludlow, 
boasts an unusual old specimen for the 
North—an 80-foot magnolia tree. Every 
April, many folks come to view the blos- 
soms, which are the shape and size of 
saucers and appear before the foliage. 
Hence the general belief that this speci- 
men is Magnolia soulangeana. However, 
the flowers are not stained pink on back 
as are magnolias grown in the South but 
are white. Petal reverses are green, pos- 
sibly because of the tree’s long sojourn 
in this rigorous climate. The story goes 
that a young man of the village who 
served in the Civil War, William Living- 
ston, carried back magnolia seeds with 
him when he returned. From one of 


these sprouted the noble specimen stand- 
ing today. 

Mr. and Mrs. John White, Jamaica. 
Vermont, own many aged shrubs and 
plants which we had the pleasure of see- 
ing. The great stand of purple lilacs 
were fading, however, and the roses not 
yet in bud. Many people are of the 
opinion that these shrubs were planted 
about 1832, when the house was built by 
Mrs. White’s grandfather. To quote Mrs. 
White: “These growing things were old 
when I was young, and I am more than 
three score and ten.” The red Rosa cen- 
tifolia Provence Rose and the _ lovely 
white Mme. Plantier rose are as sweet as 
in bygone days. and the cream-colored 
flower-de-luce (Iris germanica) still glows 
serenely in its nook by the front door. 
All are centenarians. Clear blue iris, 75 
years young. waves a sprightly greeting 
to sturdy neighboring plants of coventry 
bells (Campanula trachelium), big-leaved 
plantain lilies (hosta) and a group of 
sweet cicely (Myrrhis odorata). Among 
the sweet grasses stands a 6-foot heavily- 
branched snowball (Viburnum opulus 
roseum). Resembling a small tree, it’s 
a miracle in white and green. We viewed 
two old apple trees (Malus sylvestris 
Spice Apple) more than a century old 
and still bearing fruit. This variety has 
also been known as White Spice, Golden 
Spice and Pomme Royale. By the door- 
step is a 74-year-old “Happy Thought” 
pelargonium, called mother’s geranium 
because many have been the slips it has 
furnished throughout the years. In a 
boggy spot near a spring, maroon blooms 
of curious pitcher plants (sarracenia) 
nod in the breeze. 

Soon after this excursion to the Whites, 
we visited Mrs. Alfred Colburn in 
Windsor. Vermont, where we saw many 
more charming olden _ plants. 
them was the blackberry rose (Rosa 
multiflora), an old-time climber. Its 
clusters of small, single white roses open 
along slender canes like patches of snowy 
foam. 

But of all these heirloom plants of 
ours, perhaps the one which nudges my 
imagination the most delightfully is the 
dames-violet (Hesperis matronalis), 
whose seeds have been handed down in 
our family for years. On spring evenings 
in our garden, the sweet perfume from 
its tiny “unseen censers” of pink, lav- 
ender, purple and white links the past 
to the present and revives tender memo- 
ries of other scenes, other days. 

Perhaps some of you who read these 
notes have precious plants of your own 
a century old, more or less, which FLOWER 
Grower readers would like to hear about. 
If so, why not write the editor about them, 
sending in pictures too, if you can. Their 
antique beauty is indeed worth sharing» 


Among 
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1952 Iris Awards 


[From pace 26] 


3. ZANTHA—deep yellow 

4. CHar Maize—chartreuse 

5. JANE PHILLips—blue 

6. Sky RANGER—blue 

7. BatLetT DANcCER—apricot tan 

8. Russet Wincs—russet 

9. BLUMoHR—lavender blue 

10. GoLpEN Russet—golden russet 

1]. HELEN CoLLincwoop—lavender pur- 


ple bitone 
12. MeLopy Lane—golden apricot 


Honorable Mention 
(Tall Bearded) 

AuTUMN BrowNn—dark copper brown, 
BELLE Meape—blue and white plicata, 
Birpsonc—red, violet and white plicata, 
BLack D1amMonp—ebony blue-black. 

CAPTAIN FROM CasTILE—dark brown 
and yellow plicata, CuHinese Wuite— 
white, CoLumBiA—medium blue, Con- 
corD VELVET—grape purple, CriTERION 
—white and blue amoena. 


Desert TwiLicHt — violet lobelia, 
ELIZABETH OF ENGLAND—light azure blue, 
FABULOUS KaTE — medium yellow, 


FRANCES Kent—cream flushed pink. 
GALA FinaLte—red and deep yellow 


plicata, Garnet GLow—wine purple, 
GoLDEN GLEAM — dandelion yellow, 
GoLpEN Hawk—golden yellow, GREEN 
Mour — greenish chartreuse, Gypsy 


Ciassic—henna brown. 

Happy BirtHpay—deep pink, Hicu 
SEAS — blue-white, HicH Tor — yellow, 
Humminc Birp—yellow buff and white. 


Inca Cuier—golden bronze, JuNE 
BripeE—deep apricot pink, Kaira Fa- 
TIMA—gray and blue onco, Lapy ILse—- 
powder blue, LimeLigHt—greenish yel- 
low. 

MaskKep Batt—deep purple and white 
plicata, Maxwe_ton—tan gold blend, 
Mempuis BeLLtE—rose pink, Mour Maj- 
ESTY—buff and wine onco. 

MoonLicHt SERENADE — pale lemon 
cream, Morning Bricgut—cream and 
rose bicolor, Mystic MELopy—cream and 
yellow bitone, Or1ENTAL SPLENDOR—ma- 
hogany red blend. 

Pacan Royat—deep red violet, PALo- 
MINO—ivory and amber, PinaFrore Lass 
—ruffled white bordered blue. 

PinK PLUME—orchid pink, PRETENDER 
—yellow and purple variegata, Purissa- 
MOHR—white onco, ROSABELLA—-rose red, 
RuFFLED BouguET—cream bitone. 

SaBLE Nicut—black red, SamiItE— 
white, SPANISH FANDANGO—copper yel- 
low and chestnut red, SPELLBouND—red 
gold, SumMER Sonc—deep orange buff. 

TEMPLE BELLS—apricot yellow, VANITY 
Fair—pink, Vioter Harmony—violet, 
Weppinc Bougurt—white, Wuispers— 
yellow and white bicolor, WHITE PEAcocK 
—white, WHITE Sprite—white. 


(Other than Tall Bearded) 


Arrit Morn’ (dwarf)—flax blue, 
Biazon (dwarf)—maroon, BLuE Banp 
(dwarf)—blue bitone, Promise (dwarf) 
—pink, StytisH (dwarf)—petunia pur- 
ple, Wapt Zem ZemM (spuria)—cream> 








At the American Rose 





Pfister, the society’s president. 


six varieties of hybrid teas. 





© An address by Francis Meilland of Alpes-Maritimes, France, highlighted the 
53rd annual meeting of the American Rose Society, held in Harrisburg, Pennsy]- 
vania, last September. Mr. Meilland, a famous rose hybridizer, originated the 
Peace rose. In the photo, left, he is shown at left being greeted by C. Eugene 


In conjunction with the American Rose Society meeting, the National Rose 
Show was held in Hershey, Pennsylvania, with over 2,500 entries from all sec- 
tions of the United States. The J. Horace McFarland Memorial National Trophy 
went to Harold J. Holt of Baltimore,-Maryland. Mr. Holt is shown at left in 
the photo, right, receiving the trophy from Arthur F. Truex of the society’s 
Prizes and Awards Committee. Mr. Holt won the trophy in a class calling for 
The M. S. Hershey Perpetual Challenge Bowl, 
offered for the first time in any show, was won by Harold Weaver of Basil, Ohio. 


Society Meeting 
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‘RARE 


DAISIES 


Glorify your garden with the 
most gorgeous hardy daisies 
n— pink shastas, blue 









daisies, Robinson's 
iant painted daisies, double 

shastas, and May 
shastas Al! inctuded in our 
newer and finer 1953 catalog. 


Roses, Mums, Bulbs, rver- 
greens, Fruit, etc. Our 104th 
year. 


FREE CATALOG 


Send for your copy today 


SPRING HILL NURSERIES, 
Dept. C-13, Tipp City, Ohio 


AHLIAS 


y DAHLIADEL 

Our 1953 CATALOG offers the out- 
standing Introductions of the season, 
WHITE GLAMOUR —introduced by 
Hanna-Dahliadel is the sensational new 
pure white sport of Silver Glamour. 
Identical in all respects except color. 
Root, $15.00 NET: Plant, $5.00 NET. 
BROWN BOMBER A large and appealing Straight 
Cactus of yellow suffused lovely camellia rose of South 
African origin offered for the first time in this country. 
Really unusual. Plants only $4.00 NET: 3 for $10.00 NET. 











AGATHA—(Franks-Dahliadel) A truly small, clear white 
Miniature Formal Decorative that has won wherever 
shown. Root $5.00 NET: Plant $2.00 NET. 


Don’t miss our catalog, ready in Feb- 


ruary listing many other introductions 
and the Best in Dahlias. Catalog on 
request. 

DAHLIADEL Box 24 





W.W. Maytrott, Vineland, N. J. 











Grow authentic, LIVE dwarf trees ! 
Fascinating hobby! Fabulous profit ! 


GROW MINIATURE TREES 


SEND FOR FREE SEED & INSTRUCTIONS! 


MINIATURE NURSERY CLUB 
Dept. 15-D Box 18696, Rimpau Sta. 
Los Angeles 19, California 






















ALFALFA TEA 


A healthful beverage containing vitamins 
and minerals. Order high quality un- 
treated Alfalfa Seed—10 day supply with 
directions—$1.00. 

PECANS—Thin Papershell New Crop, one 
Pound sample $1.00 postpaid—Larger 
quantities less per pound. 


GREENVILLE SEED HOUSE, INC. 


Greenville, Texas 


















Identify You ARKERS 

i wabel snaps on 14” non- 
Durable Plastic i Won't turn oF oa 
Ag — Holds pencil writing tor oe ts. 
Sin, Easy-to-read, Alney ee omtty- 
1 } .40 post paid... less ’ 
BERMARK CO., INC., Room 1201 f 
1 EAST 57th ST., New York 22, N. ¥- <=) 





















RED RICH Everbearing Strawberry 


Growers say: “‘Simply beyond compare.’’ ‘‘After 
2 weeks in refrigerator same as fresh picked.’’ 


**Excelled everything else—bigger, richer, more 
berries thruout the summer.’’ ‘‘Most delicious I've 
ever eaten.’’ ‘‘Superior in every way to 5 others.’’ 


Write for illustrated, descriptive catalog of berries, 
flowering plants, etc. 


BRENTWOOD BERRY GARDENS 
P. O. Box 14101-G, Los Angeles 49, Calif. 











FREE! Stern’s 1953 
Spring Catalog 


New ideas for 
your garden 
STERN’S NURSERIES 
Dept. F Geneva, N. Y. 
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Satie! 


CESS Sx: as 
Newest Idea In Silver Storage 


“Silverfile” keeps your precious flat- 
ware bright without polishing. A really 
different gift for the careful hostess! 
Makes table setting easier, storage safer. 
Washable Velon lined with anti-tarnish 
silver cloth. Individual pockets hold 84 
pieces—Service for 12. Styled like a 
smart handbag, “Silverfile” is finely bro- 
caded. $14.95, ppd. 56-piece size service 
for 8, $13.95. Send for Gift Catalog. 
Gifts Gaylore. Box B-7, Cheltenham, Pa. 








Self Attaching Window Shelf 


Fastens to window sill without screws 
or nails—just slip flange between win- 
dow and sill and you have a sturdy shelf 
for plants, fan, etc. The window may be 
left open, closed or locked. Made of 
rigid steel with rolled edges of durable 
baked white enamel. Shelf is 23” long 
6” wide. $1.35 ea. postpaid; 2 for $2.60; 
4 for $5.00. Write today for free gift 
catalog. Fischer’s, 43-62 Bowne Street, 
Flushing, N. Y. 








Waldor Seed Drill 


Especially designed to help gardeners 
sow those small seeds so difficult to han- 
dle, such as lettuce, carrots, beets, rad- 
ishes, ete. With the Waldor Seed Drill 
seeds go farther and are easier to sow! 
Just roll it down the row! An easy twist 
of the lid adjusts the flow of seed for 
proper spacing. Well made for long life. 
Only $3.95 postpaid. No COD’s please. 
Waldor Greenhouses, Box188F, Salem, 
Mass. An ideal Christmas gift. 
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DUTCH DOUGH TABLE... 


A genuine reproduction of a Pennsylvania 
Dutch dough table. Handsomely finished in 
waxed pine—an asset to any room. The gal- 
vanized, non-rust metal liner 8” deep will 
accommodate large- as well as several medium- 
size plants, or it will hold 8 regular-size 
garden pots which, when set in peatmoss, re- 
quire little water. Table is 27” high and 29” 
long. $45.00 f.o.b. Andover. Craft-Wood 
Products, FG-12, Andover, Mass. 


HAND-CARVED ANGELS ... 


Most delightful Christmas tree ornaments in 
ages! Hand-carved of hardwood in Italy and 
beautifully hand-decorated in gay colors. Each 
is equipped with a hanging cord. Set of 12 
consists of 4 angels on skis, 2 Santa Claus 
angels and 6 other angels holding stars, lan- 
terns, etc. Each 2” high. Cute gift box tie- 
ons! $3.95 set postpaid. L. F. Black & Co., 
FG-12, 99-15 Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills, 
N. ¥. 


COLLECTOR’S SHELF ... 


Give your prized collection of spoons and 
cups or mugs the importance they deserve by 
displaying them attractively. Made of famous 
honey-toned Manchester antique pine, hand- 
rubbed in Vermont. With or without notches 
for spoons. Displays 18 spoons. Saucers 
stand upright with plenty of room for those 
precious cups. 214” x 34” x 214”. $5.50 each 
or $10,50 pair, postpaid. Without notches, 
$5.00 each or $9.50 pair. Gifts Gaylore, FG- 
12, Box B-6, Cheltenham, Pa. 


LEATHER PURSES ... 


Either of these smart, new fall purses will 
please her! Hand-tuoled and originally de- 
signed by Mexican craftsmen; no two exactly 
alike in motif. The M.D. satchel-bag comes 
in red, medium green, black, dark wine and 
saddle tan. Hand-stitched and fully lined. 
$11.95 postpaid, tax included. The shoulder 
style in natural only, also fully lined, has 
a spacious zipper compartment; adjustable 
strap. $19.95. Cal-Craft Imports, FG-12, 1625 
Baxter, Los Angeles 26, Calif. 
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Gift For Garden Lovers 


WaterWand makes gardening fun. Re- 
lax and soak the garden not your feet. 
Irrigate deep beds quickly and effi- 
ciently with this 51” aluminum wand. 
Patented design breaks full hose volume 
into gentle flow safe for tender plants. 
Choice of nurserymen and gardeners for 
14 yrs. A lasting gift! At your dealer or 
$3.95 ppd. Special Xmas gift offer only, 
4 for $12.50, indiv. pkd., Guaranteed 
Water Wand, Box 25-A, Menlo Park, Cal. 








Little Giant Ken-Sprayall 


Easy-to-use all purpose sprayer! Brass 
with neoprene tubing resistant to all 
spray solutions. Handy carrying strap 
and jar top which fits any standard 
Mason jar from pt. to gal. Double 
action—continuous spraying from fog- 
mist to full stream. Use any soluble 
spray solution; no waste, save unused 
portions in jar. At dealers, or $4.75 ppd. 
$4.95 Denver and W. Sprayers & Noz- 
zles, FG-11, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
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STERLING SILVER SPOON ... 


Hand-wrought copy of an old original filigree 
serving spoon in heavy sterling silver. Handle 
has floral design. It is 5” long. A charming 
show piece and a gift that will be appreciated 
and cherished as an heirloom. $4.00 postpaid, 
tax included. Jamaica Silversmiths, FG-12, 
79-30 164 St., Jamaica, N. Y. 





A GENTLE REMINDER... 


“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
nothing shall be impossible unto you”. An 
ever constant reminder to have faith is the 
tiny genuine mustard seed embedded in the 
crystal ball of these distinctive and attractive 
gold-finished pieces of costume jewelry. Brace- 
let, necklace, earrings or key chain, $1.25 each 
postpaid, tax included. The Four Maples, 
FG-12, Somerstown Road, Ossining, Mm. Y. 


PHIL-O-MATIC POUCH... 





Your pipe smoker will love this easy way to 
fill and tamp his pipe! Just a press of the 
plunger and the pipe fills automatically. No 
spilling tobacco. No need to open pouch. 
Keeps tobacco fresh and moist for better 
smoking. Can even be used when wearing 
gloves for outdoor use. Made of heavy clear 
or amber colored vinyl with lifetime spring 
filler mechanism. Will fit man’s shirt pocket. 
$1.98 postpaid. The Fireside Shop, FG-12, 
950-03 Lincolnway East, South Bend, Ind. 


COBBLER’S BENCH ... 


Homey as huckleberry pie and as hearty as a 
husking bee, this interesting piece of furniture 
not only evokes the old days of itinerant 
cobblers but serves as a practical coffee or 
cocktail table, telephone settee, fireside bench 
or occasional magazine table. Exact replica of 
original now in Boston. Has a deeply scooped 
seat and a spacious pine drawer. Top 44” x 
19”; height 15”. Knocked down, unfinished, 
$26.95 postpaid. Hagerty, FG-12, Cohasset, 
Mass. 














Left: For your African 
Violets or other hobby 
plants. Painted white. 
11 movable arms rang- 
ing from 16” to 7”. 
Flowers and pots not 
included. 


$24.50 


Grow Dwarf Ming Trees 


Start a fascinating new hobby of rais- 
ing dwarf trees! The concise pocket 
edition of “Raising Dwarf Trees” to- 
gether with 5 packets of seed will start 
you off in the right direction. Booklet 
gives you culture and history with step 
by step planting and growing instruc- 
tions; also where to find wild specimens. 
Booklet and 5 packets of seed, $2.50 
ppd. Don Pedro Farms, Rte 2, Bex 1107, 
Dept. FG., Stockton, Calif. 





Right: Oval top Antique 
- wer Box. 23’ long and 

‘ wide on top. 21” high. 
lib Design. Painted 
in long-lasting White. 


$21.50 





Send check or money order. Express or Freight col- 
lect. You specify which. Send for catalog other items. 


J. F. DAY & CO. 


Dept. F-12, 1903 Fourth Ave., S. Birmingham, Ala. 
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Floral Art Corsage Kit 


Make holiday corsages for yourself 
and friends for as little as 10 cents each 
with essential materials furnished. In- 
cluded is “The Trick of Making Your 
Own Corsages”, green parafilm, tying 
wire, four colors of ribbon, pins, gar- 
denia collars. Colonial bouquet holders. 
plastic comb and wrist-band, lapel vase. 
chenille stems, corsage bags, gift cards. 
Complete kit, $4.50 ppd. Floral Art. 
Dept FG-112, Teaneck, N. J 








Flower Shears 
These 


steel shears with fireman-red 
handles come from Japan—the home of 
artistic flower arranging. The unusual 
shaped handle and_ short precision 
ground blades with keen cutting edge 
were specifically designed to let you 
snip rose buds or thick branches. Just 
the thing for every gardener and flower 
arranger on your gift list. $3.75 postpaid 
The Shadow Box, 1378 East 8th St. 
Brooklyn 30, N. Y. 
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“FLOWER “ARRANGING KIT 


Gift-Packed in Hamper Basket 
Here in a handsome waterproof wicker 

hamper basket is everything needed to make 
all types of artistic, original flower arrange 
ments Includes eight holders—each a differ- 
ent kind-——together with florist’s plastic clay, 
roll of wire and a pair of fine florist’s shears 
Plus a Flower Arrangement booklet showing 
prize winning arrangements. 

15. postpaid anywhere in U.S.A. 

Mail and Phone Orders Filled 


Max Schling Seedsmen, Inc. 


Madison Avenue, near 59 St., 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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FOR YOU WHO ARE 
HARD OF HEARING... 






an 





USE WITH 
ANY MAKE 
HEARING 
AIDI 


Maico ‘‘Hear Rings’’ help 
you hear clearly . . . distinctly... 
yet so inconspicuously you'll scarcely believe 
it’s true! Choose from 24 interchangeable 
designs . .. wear a different set with each 
costume. Extra pairs only $2.95 
and $3.95 (plus tax). Use 
with any make hearing aid. 
Visit your nearest Maico 
office (in all principal cities) 
or mail coupon today. 


9 
(Medical Acoustic Instrument Co.) 
ee ee ee — 
DEPT. 2304 e THE MAICO CO., INC. 
21 N. 3rd St., Minneapolis 1, Minn 
@ Please rush FREE “Hear Ring” 
brochure in plain envelope. 





































NAME 





ADDRESS. 





cITY_ STATE. 



































For lovely Christmas Gifts — BLUE RIBBON 
FLOWER HOLDERS and Vase Stands. 

If you cannot buy them in your favorite shops, 
send us $1.75 for a 3’ holder (which can be 
used in a small container or for a dinner table 
arrangement because of its weight) — and 
$1.50 for two Vase Stands. 

GARDEN CLUBS: Write for our generous offer 
to groups. 


BLUE RIBBON FLOWER HOLDER CO. 


2315-17 Fourth St. Cuyahoga Falls, O. 




















Window 


2 BRACKETS 


x 634” wide x 114" deep 
Ideal for hitaen Violets—Moss. Green Finish 


AND 


Aluminum 


27" Long 


An Original Indoor Plant Aid — 
Tray Rests in Restraining Brackets, 
attached by screws to a Window 
Sill as Narrow as 214 inches. POSTPAID 
No Joints—No Leaks, No. C.0.D. 


G. S. Thompson, Newtown 2, Pa, 


$2.00 
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EARLY AMERICAN WHAT-NOT 


An unusual Early American what-not with a 
special place for growing plants. A beautiful, 
well-made piece which will lend charm to any 
room. Hand-crafted by experts, finished in 
mahogany or Salem maple, it is 30” high and 
27” wide by 6” deep. $29.50 postpaid. Bee 
Hive, FG-12, Zeeland, Michigan. 


*““HE-MAN” ASH TRAY... 


A gift father, brother or the man-in-your-life 
will surely appreciate! Man-sized, 73” square. 
Decorated by hand—22 carat gold band with 
red follow line. Fully felted, non-scratching 
base. Choose from 12 patterns—4 early autos 
dating from 1899, 4 French carriages and 4 
hunting scenes. $3.00 each plus 35¢ handling 
charge. Choate’s Gift Mart, FG-12, Jackson 
Bldg., Dept. S62, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


FLAME-OF-THE-WEST CANDLE 


A Christmas candle whose entire base glows 
when lit! Approximately 3” square at the base 
and 6” high, it will burn for 200 hours. The 
frosty outer casing does not melt or drip and 
remains intact throughout the life of the can- 
dle. Available in sparkling white or frosty 
pink, blue or yellow, seafoam green and holi- 
day red. $2.95 postpaid. Flame of the West, 
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FG-12, 23384 Teviot St., Los Angeles 39, 
Calif. 
SHOP IN THE GENERAL STORE 
-@~\, FOR THOSE LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
te fn ~ Cha 4 
_ at 
a sel, 
Cs Star of Bethe ‘i 
e Ra, (CHIN. CHER- IN-CHEE) YY 
1 box e* ee % 
a : 
flowers ot EXOTIC FRESH FLOWERS 
eak of {} 
——_ FROM FAR-AWAY AFRICA |, | 
Sepupianes guaranteed to bloom up to 6 long weeks! y 
made with > : 
2 = 3 ll a! 


Shipped postpaid anywhere in U.S. 
Add 3% Sales Tax for N. ¥.C. Delivery 


Box oF 25 ror $3.50 


These snow-white fresh flowers open into 
a glory of perfect stars—from 10 to 20 
on each cut stem. Delivered before 


Bo Ae (aed Bey ‘. 
Christmas; will blossom at their gee . " rr k 
loveliest throughout Christmas week Ye re af 
and last beyond the New Year! ee G 
Gift box contains instructions ", 'MDFIFARP Ava 
for care and inspiring story ea , 
of Star of Bethlehem. Order now “eh lowers gyfe hs 5 
—quantities limited! : 


47 
a #E estasrisHed 
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Mail and phone orders promptly filled. 


FG-1, 160 East 57th Street, New York 22, N.Y. © Plaza 3-3730 
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PROVINCIAL KNOCKER 


A gift for the home always is in good taste! 
Especially when it’s a hand-polished solid 
brass door knocker. This one fits equally well 
on interior or exterior doors. 


wide, 13” deep. 
finish. $5.95 postpaid. 
FG-12, Carmel, Indiana. 


REDWOOD BIRD FEEDER... 


A Christmas gift from you to your feathered 
friends, or to those nice people on your list 
interested in the well-being of birds during 
the winter. Made of redwood; 
the hopper are of glass for easy checking of 
food supply. Holds 14 pounds of mixed feed. 
Removable roof for easy refilling. $2.75 post- 
paid. Wee Bird Lore Products, FG-12, Lisle, 


Ill. 


COPPER-PLATED MOLDS 


A pleasing, yet inexpensive gift! Copies of 
these more costly-looking copper-plated molds 
now made of plastic make attractive wall 
plaques for kitchen or dinette. 
practical purpose, too. Molded salads and des+ 
serts are sO much more < 
mately 6” long. Hard to tell them from the 
Daniel 
FG-12, 600 New York Ave., 


real thing! $1.00 each 
Rocklin Gifts, 
Brooklyn 3, N. Y. 


53” high, 
Lacquered to protect the 
of Bronze, 


34" 


two sides ot 


They serve a 


Approxi- 


SWEDISH RE- 
VOLVING 
“ANGEL CHIMES” 
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THERE IS STILL TIME TO SEND 
IN A SUBSCRIPTION TO FLOWER GROWER AS A 
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO YOUR GARDENING FRIENDS! 
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AUTOMATIC FEATURES - 


DC electric bottom heat « 


elivery guar. 
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Grows indoors or out- 
doors...all year ‘round! 


SURE RESULTS! 


_e Thermostatic control « Two automatic ventila- 
tors « Handy watering from the outside « Easy to 
open and close « Electric light for illumination 
Luxurious redwood and aluminum frame « AC or 


FREE BOOK with order: ‘ 

















NEW! the distinguished GIFT that keeps on giving! 


LIVING ROOM 
aye OR TERRACE 





32” long x 16" 
wide x21” high 
GROW gorgeous flowers or plants—any season 
—any weather! Exotic orchids, African violets, 
gloxinias, miniature roses, vegetable and flow- 
er seeds, tubers, etc. Perfect gift at Christmas 


or any time! Ideal for children or hobbyists. 


‘How To Do Wonders With Your Terrace Greenhouse’ by Hank Barnes. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE within 10 days if not sotisfied! $39.95 for standard model | 


(above). Deluxe model, 32° x18" x 27" for Orchids and Tall plants, $59.95 postpaid. 


OLD COPPER MINE FARMS, Inc., k.0. 2, 80x 198 (VJ) Plainfield, N.J., PL 5-2528 





From Sweden comes 
this enchanting decora- 
tive immovation. Heat 
rising from the burn- 
ing candles causes the 
Herald Angels to re- 


| volve lightly striking 
the bells with their 
wands rhe resulting 
chime-like sound is 
charming as church 
| bells afar. Made of 
heavy rauge, highly 
polished brass. Has 


tray base to catch pos- 
sible drippings. Holders 
for four candles inste oo 
of the usual thre¢ 1 
igh. 4 candles in- 
cluded fre« Buy two 
—one for each end of 
the mantel, dining 
table, etc Or if you 
desire only one for 
yourself, the extra will 
serve as a perfect gift. 
$2.75 each — or 
$5.00 postpaid. 


d or White. 1 box 


compartments, 
Equally good for home use. 
Chartreuse. With contrasting 
paid. 


CHRISTMAS 
STOCKINGS 


Real socks, big and 
little to be hopefully 
hung by the fireside by 
Mom, Dad and = small 
fry! Stuff the big socks 
with gifts and hang 
them on the tree Use 





the little ones for gifts 
of money and small 
trinkets. Of soft combed 
cotton, these are real 
woven socks Delight- 
fully decorated in gay 
Qhristmas colors aree 
socks —3 for $1.0: 


BACK REST 
FOR MOTORISTS 


At last aie driver's 
dream come true! Real 
air-cooled traveling come 
fort! No more wrinkled, 

| sweat-sticky clothes. No 
| more strain. You can 
now drive in relaxed 
comfort. **Cool-rest’’ 
is made of fine bamboo 
for strength and light- 
ness. Beautifully fin- 
ished—no rough places 
to injure upholstery or 
clothing. Natural color 
only $2.95 postpaid. 





Send for 





99-15 Metropolitan Ave. 








Jyaported Candles to fit *‘Angel Chimes’? 12 t P 
2 j 50¢—3 boxes $1.45 postpaid. 





prevents jewelry from slipping out of soft, 
Keeps jewelry 
Colors: Wine, Green, Purple, 
plush lining. 








“SANTA CLAUS” 
PLACE MATS 


Say ‘*Merry C hristmas 
of See New Year’’ to 
your family and guests 
With these colorful plas- 
tic place mats. The mer- 
riest Santa ever in 
vivid Christmas colors of 
Red, Green, Blue and 
Sold. Made of heavy sheet 
vinyl plastic they 
flat on the sae 16 
in diameter. for 
$1.95—8 for $3.75—12 
for $6.95 postpaid. 






to a_ box, 


JEWELRY 
POUCH 


of lustrous 
Celanese 
taffeta, it 
is a travel- 
ing carrier 
for your 


individual 


from rubbing together. 


$1.95 post- 















Miniature socks—6 ay $1.00 postpaid. 


TREE ORNAMENTS 


Gorgeously beautiful, 
unbreakable ornaments 
to make your tree come 
alive with sparkling 
colors! They have the 
appearance and shim- 
mering beauty of ex- 
pensive imported glass 


ornaments — but they 
won't break! 17 piece 
set including bells, 


balls, angels, and tree 
top $2.50 (10 piece set) 
—balls and bells only 
$1.25 postpaid@ 





112-page Giddens Catalog. 


AV ae) 2 LAL 


Forest Hills, N. Y. 
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e Perfect GIFT! 








A 
Membership 
In The 


PLANT of 
MONTH 
CLUB 





























Here is the YEAR "ROUND GIFT 
Thrills and beauty every month for 
your loved ones. 


Every month they will receive (1) a selection 
of wonderful and unusual plants or bulbs 
chosen by plant experts; (2) complete wlene- 
ing instructions; (3) interesting history of 
flower; would cost many times more _ in 
shops. LOVELY LILY-OF-THE VALLEY 
(illustrated) will be their first selection. 
GUARANTEED to bloom in 21 days. GIFT 
CARDS will be sent bearing your name. 
SURPRISE BONUS for first 1,000 new mem- 
bers. FULL YEAR—Special Bonus—32- -page 


book, ‘‘How To Grow and Bloom House 
Plants.” 
MONTHS G0 { FULL 
SL MEMBERSHIP AB& YEAR 
6 monsiie i selections $] goo 
ee eee a ———e— "1 
| 
| Plant of the Month Club | 
| Dept. F-3, Des Moines 9, lowa 
Gentlemen: 
| Here is my check or money order for C1) $5.00, | 
| 6 months, 1) $10.00, one year. Please send to 
| — named on attached card. 
__,_ SOO eI pha oan Parry eres 
| REZ a eee Bea Cay Oe ae ey | 
| ° 


shop in 
Flower Grower’s 





GENERA 











POCKET 
MICROSCOPE 


An exceptionally fine 
Christmas gift! 
ULTRA-MODERN 
OF GREAT VALUE 




















Pencil-type 5” metal 
barrel; fine,clear lenses. 
See the hidden beauty 
in your rose petals; 
catch the red spider at 
work; use in Nature 
study. Many other uses. 
20 power $3.50 (3 for 
$9.00); 40 power $4.50 
3 for $12.00) Post Paid. 
No C.O.D. Please. Mon- 

| ey back guarantee. Be 
| safe, order yours today! 


J. A. VAN KLEECK 
P.O. BOX 6322 
CLEVELAND 1, OHIO 











OPERA COMB FOR MILADY... 


A gay and practical little gift with a con- 
tinental flair! Sparkling opera comb from 
Switzerland. Beautifully handmade of genuine 
tortoise shell studded with brilliant rhine- 
stones. Perfect for purse or pocket. 4” long 
when closed, 7” open. $4.00 postpaid. Lydia 
Imports, FG-12, 8827 West Seven Mile Road, 
Detroit 21, Michigan. 


WHIMSICAL ANGELS ... 


Denmark sends us these adorable, exqui- 
sitely colored angels charmingly framed in 
durable white hydrastone frames. Group them 
together for an especially pleasing effect in 
any room. Each measures 5” x 53”. A wonder- 
ful gift for adult or child! $2.50 for a set of 
2; $4.50 for set of 4. Crown House. FG-12, 
1329 Castle Hill Ave., New York 61, N. Y. 


FLOWER STEM SUPPORTS... 


Arranging weak-stemmed flowers and plants 
no longer need be a problem. These fine wire 
stem supports hold flowers or vines in any 
position desired. Supports are easily pliable 
and dyed a permanent green which does not 
come off no matter how many times they 
are bent. Set of 36 assorted sizes, $1.00 post- 
paid. You'll enjoy using them! Mrs. 
Letha O. W. Cordrey, FG-12, 4071 Kansas 
St., San Diego 4, Calif, 


SAVE-A-TANK .. - 


Avoid plugged strainers, fuel lines, nozzles, 
etc., due to rust in your fuel oil tank. Just 
drop a Save-a-Tank cartridge into your tank 
once a year and stop further rust. Cartridge 
neutralizes all corrosion acids and deposits a 
microscopically thin glasslike protective film 
on the inside of the tank where the water is 
present and prevents the water from touching 
the metal, thereby stopping all rust and cor- 
rosion. $3.00 postpaid. Sudbury Laboratory, 
FG-12, South Sudbury, Mass. 



































_FUN “FOR EVERYONE! | 


The Easy Way to 
Build Your Own 
OUTDOOR FIREPLACE 


Food Cooked Outdoors 
Tastes Better... offers real 
enjoyment for the entire 
family... perfect for enter- 
taining guests! It’s easy 
and economical to_ build 
your own Cook Nook. Just — the 
masonry (any design you prefer) 
around the Majestic all metal unit 
and start cooking! See your dealer 
today or send check or - 


Model OF-28 only, 
21"x 26"x13%a" sani | 


The Majestic Co. 


364 Erie St., Huntington, Ind. 































WD FOR 
bo DESIGN 
BULLETIN! 
Big Selection 
of easy-te- 
follow designs 
























Adds Zest to Salads, Sandwiches, etc. 


Now—grow this delicious seasonin 
your own windowsill without soi 
scatter seed on Mica-Gro (both soltuded) and 
in 7 to 12 days you'll have a tantalizing harvest. 
Add new zest to soups, 
salads, etc. 
little care. 
$1.00. Breck’s pays the postage of course—and 
guarantees your satisfaction too! 


640 Breck Building 










GROW.CRISPY CRESS 
) YOUR cad SILL 





, Fight on 
Simply 


sauces, sandwiches, 
The family will love it! Needs 
Order No. AV5715R, 4 pkgs. only 


Write for FREE illus- 
trated catalog of Breck’s 
famous home and gift 
suggestions. 


BOSTON 10, MASS. 
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Give them the gift unusual = 
—a living gift they'll enjoy all sum- 

mer. Famous, guaranteed to bloom > 

Star Roses of their own choice. n=) 

=) 

XMAS GIFT CERTIFICATES 

1 
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of any amount, in $2.50 and $5 
denominations. Attractive gift an- 
nouncement cards are sent, fol- 
lowed by Spring catalog for their 
selection; or order special varieties 
of your own choosing, as you pre- 
fer. Send check or money-order 
today! 


StaryRoses 


THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 
55th YEAR 





WEST GROVE 44, PA. 











FLOWER GROWER 
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with Erna W. Cass 

















































































































































































































CRYSTAL DISH... 
A Duncan Miller handmade crystal divided- 


dish of many uses—sauces, relishes, pickles, 
jellies, nuts, candies, etc. With it an 1847 
Rogers heavy silverplated fork and pierced 
jelly spoon. A _ gift for littlke money any 
hostess will enjoy receiving and using. $2.95 
postpaid complete. Serv-U, FG-12, 829 Wash- 
ington St., New York 14, N. Y. 


POCKET VALET... 


The gift of gifts for all the grownups on 
your Christmas list! Made of luxurious sad- 
dle leather in luggage tan, mahogany and 
black with a 23 carat gold tooled heraldic em- 
blem. Mechanical pencil, memo pad, gold- 
plated comb and file complete this neat, 
compact pocket or purse accessory. $4.20 
postpaid, tax included. Embassy Enterprises, 
Inc., FG-12, 450 Seventh Ave., New York 1, 
| A 


VERSATILE NUT BOWL... 


A ceramic reproduction of grandma's old 
familiar nut bowl! True Americana brought 
up to date! Chartreuse bowl with a brown 
base which has a center opening for shells. 
Also serves as an unusual flower bowl or 
planter. Small plants, such as ivy, may be 
rooted permanently in bowl while center 
opening is used as a vase for cut flowers. 


$7.95 postpaid. Carol Beatty Company, 
FG-12, 635 S. Kenmore Ave., Los Angeles 
5, Calif. 


LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY ... 


Now you can have lovely, fresh lilies-of-the- 
valley growing in a classic solid copper bowl 
even in the dead of winter. Pips will bloom 
in your home 18 to 21 days if started before 
December 31st; thereafter 25 to 30 days. Plant 
them outdoors in spring and the following 
year they will bloom again. Bowl 6” in 
diameter planted with 12 pips, all ready for 
watering. $5.95 postpaid. Max Schling, 
Seedsmen, Inc., FG-12, Madison Ave. near 
59th St., New York 22. 














} 


| ae ~ 

If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some Church, 
Lodge, Club, School, ete., in vour town, you will be inter- 
ested in this extremely modern No-Knee_ Interference, 


{ 
} 
j TWllonnoe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 





Folding Pedestal tanquet Table. Write for Catalog 
and special discounts to institutions and organizations. 
The Monroe Company, 129 Church Street, Colfax, Iowa. 
DECEMBER 1952 








A Quality European Import 
@ The Perfect Gift for All @ 
Hand Painted Life-Like Figures 


So realistic you almost expect them to 
spring to life! Typical farm workers, 
barnyard animals etc. will delight the 
youngsters and bring back fond memories 
to many adults. 

Made of durable metal, they are ac- 
curately scaled to size (up to 3 inches 
high) 

A wonderful setting for your table cen- 
terpiece, mantle, window, niche or model 


' eet, ag DOWN ON THE FARM .~—sratilroad. SEND FOR FREE FOLDER. 
Introductory. Set, 13 pieces: 22271 IIII1 Saas | para MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
ART CRAFT PRODUCTS sitios io.conn. 








CHEMICAL MITT 

Sensational! DRY Window Cleaner! Uses 

messy liquids. Chomicntly Treated. Sim 
lows; leaves glass spark 





fog disappear like magic. ordera from fri 





just your name, KRIST 











no water, no 

ply glide over win- 
ing clear. No heating water, no 
heavy buckets to carry. No rags, powders, sponges, cham- 
ois. No mess or muss. No red chapped hands. Dust, dirt, grime 
] ! Earn money} 


| ti 
SAMPLES FOR TRIAL S020'0 oer 2001 ie 
send name at once. Hurry. Postcard will do. SEND NO MONEY — 
Ee CO. Dept. 1438, AKRON 8, OHIO 












PRACTICAL GIFT 


for the Home 
ates eul Protexem 


Brush 
Conditioner 






Softens hard-as-rock brush- 
es and makes them like 
new. 


Provides a safe place to 
store brushes. 


Paint brushes are always 
ready for use. 


No time wasted cleaning 
brushes. 


Brushes do not hang in liquid. Solvent 
evaporates and fills the container with a 
vapor that penetrates the brushes and dis- 
solves the binding oils in paint, varnish, 


enamel. GUARANTEED. 
Complete unit with pint of 
vaporizing liquid, postpaid $2.95 


2 Complete Units p.p. $5.50 
Extra vaporizing liquid, 2 pints P. P. $1.60 
Send for bulletin ‘Painting Hints’ 10c 


Send Order Now to 


WISCONSIN LABORATORIES, INC. 


Dept. FG, 2138 3rd St., Milwaukee 12, Wis. 











_ POLLY “‘PLANTER” PARROT 












Lifesize—Gorgeously Colored 


Brighten up your home with this 


18 inch, lifesize Polly—complete 
with perch, mounting 
bracket and bright finish 


brass plant bowl.  Bril- 
liantly colored. Glazed 
porcelain-like finish. Gives 
an added touch of color 
to any room. You'll want 
one for yourself—one for a 
friend. Safe delivery guar- 
anteed. Send check or 
money order. Sent postpaid 
in the U.S.A. Two for $9.25. 


$4.95 


BUY ONE 
FOR YOURSELF 
—ANOTHER 
FOR A 
FRIEND 


SUBURBAN STUDIO « DEERFIELD 1, ILL. 


“GRACEFUL FLAMINGO PLANTER | 


Postpaid 
=~ Ea. Only 











A serenely beautiful, new planter: Flamingo figurine 
in natural colors towers 51/2” high over artistic ar- 
rargement of dried plant materials—Paim Hearts, 
Cholla Wood, Agave Clusters, Primrose Center and 
Deolit Streamer. Spacious 10” long, 5” wide Haeger, 
bow! in green or white. The ideal Xmas gift of 
lasting beauty. Flamingo planter complete—$3.25 
ped; Haeger bow! only (specify green or white)— 


$1.15 ppd or money order. New FALL 
CATALOG now ready, illustrating many 
new items and ideas. Send 10¢ to 


Box D-12 or FREE with order. 











The Pioneer 





The Complete Tool for the Complete 
GS d High Quality, 
—e Low Priced 





Garden 
Tool 


TILLS © CULTIVATES » COMPOSTS 


also a portable power unit with these 


YEAR ‘ROUND ATTACHMENTS: 


e 20” ROTO CUTTER for excellent 
care (only $40.00 extra) 


e 12” TRIMMER MULCHER (24.00 extra) 
e 17” SNOW BLOWER—saves 75% time and 
work on snow removal (only $34.50 extra) 


@ New ADAPTA-TOOL Cart—2-wheel cart 
for mounting sprayer, pump, other tools 
for easiest portability. (only $14.50 extra) 


ROTO-HOE « sprayer co. 


LOVELY OREGON GROWN 
REGAL LILIES 


ROTO-HOE 


(as shown) 


only 9] 34 


Ask your dealer for 
demonstration or write 
for information. Dealer 
inquiries invited. 


lawn 















Box 1, NEWBURY, OHIO 





NYE) , 

(’ GAN I offer these choice young bulbs 
SS\ 2S at this low price merely to create 
CH ry / » new friends and customers for my 

ic oY 


“aha other nursery items. You'll get 
- a catalog. Order by mail today 
ne 3° each for fall delivery. 

J - as 9 for 50c © 20 for $1.00 « 100 for $3.00 


Send cash, check or money order today to 


LUKE HOPMAN - Jlower Grower 


ROUTE 7, BOX B, GARDEN HOME, OREGON 






















Grow either 
on stakes or 
naturally. 


















tomatoes you ever saw! Luscious, thick-meated 
éruits, so heavy they often weigh over 1 Ib. each. 
fairs, always brings highest prices. 
Because they are Hybrids, plants grow faster, , 
They set more fruits even in bad weather. mye 
SPECIAL — For a limited time only, we'll mail you ye 
have more plants, 70 Seeds postpaid for only $1. y > 
EXTRA SPECIAL— Hybrid Tomato Garden: Giant Big Boy Hybrids, Pp 
, Flowers. 128 pages gar- 3 Pkts., value $1.30, for $1. Send dollar bills at our risk. : 
jen inf tion; hundreds of pictures 
den information; hundreds of picture W. Atlee Burpee Co. 
The leading American seed catalog! 
BURPEE SEEDS GROW Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 
* Oe ge “a ‘ 
$187.50 Garden Under Glass” 
e 
New, advanced-design EVERLITE Aluminum Green- 
home owners, institutions, commercial florists are all 
turning with enthusiasm to this exciting new concept 
All models are precision fabricated of heavy 
aluminum extrusions and castings, ready for quick, 
Look at all these great EVERLITE features: 
True Curved Glass Eaves * Double Continuous 
From Rot and Rust * Choice of Three Widths « 
Quick, Easy Erection * Easy Expansion with 
° Free Standing As Well As Lean-To Models 
Automatic heating and Transite Benches are available at 


Enjoy the biggest smooth, round, scarlet-red 
Unequalled for the garden, wins prizes at the 
sturdier, bear heavier, and for a longer season. ‘.. 
10 Seeds FREE—send stamp for postage. Or, to 
FRE e All the Teoumbine bok ———. Burpee Hybrids andalso the extra-early Burpeeana Hybrids. 
many in color. Money-saving specials. 
414 Burpee Building—at nearest city: 
WORLD‘S 
GREENHOUS 
FROM E 
houses are easily the finest in the world. No wonder 
of a “Garden Under Glass’’! 
simple assembly on your foundation 
Vents Freedom From Maintenance * Freedom 
Standardized Sections * Great Flexibility in Use 
low additional cost. Write now for free brochure and 


price list to Dept. FG-1. 


ALUMINUMGREENHOUSES, INC. 


14615 Lorain Avenue, Cleveland 11, Ohio 











What's New 


AIDS FOR 
EASIER GARDENING 
Nu-V-Glass 


A new plastic material, Nu-V-Glass, has 
been found to be an inexpensive su! 

stitute for glass in greenhouse and cok 

frame construction and repair. Th 

green-tinted material is also reported to 
protect delicate plants from the hot ray 

of the sun. To assure extra-long wear 
in any weather, it is reinforced with 
tough cotton cord. (Sol-O-Lite Manu- 
facturing Co.. Chicago, Ill.) 


Flowerlux 


Here’s the answer for the indoor gar- 
dener with already packed-to-capacity 
window sills. Flowerlux is a fluorescent- 
lighted cabinet which provides plants 
with controlled light, light intensity, heat 
and humidity. Four 20-watt fluorescent 
lamps provide approximately 600 foot- 
candles of light at tray level. Outside 
dimensions of the cabinet are 25 inches 
wide, 26 inches high and 20 inches deep; 
the inside growing chamber measures 24 
inches wide, 18 inches high and 19 inches 
deep. The cabinet can be used for either 
propagation or growing mature plants. 
(Hamilton-Jones Co., Toronto, Ohio) 


Rhinehart Soil Conditioner 


A new liquid soil conditioner, Rhinehart 
Soil Conditioner, has been added to the 
list of those available to gardeners. Its 
chemical action changes dry. hard, baked 
soil into one which is smoother and more 
workable. (Rhinehart Chemicals, Fort 


Wayne, Ind.) 
Rattan Planter Box 


A Philippine Rattan Planter Box will 
give your house plants that “tropical 
touch.” These wooden planters with in- 
serts are available in three sizes. The 
B-4, or medium size, measures 1] inches 
over-all and takes an insert 8 inches long. 
The planters are equally attractive in 
living room, porch or greenhouse, either 
on a table or bench, or hung from a 
support for trailing plants or vines. 
(Sylvex Company, New York, N. Y.) 


Sno-Master 


If it’s rapid snow removal you want, the 
Bready Sno-Master will take care of it. 
A heavy-duty unit powered by a 1144 h.p. 
engine, it will clear a 24-inch path 
through any type snow by drawing it in 
and throwing it to one side. The direc- 
tion and distance of “throw” is selec- 
tive. It is easy to guide and steer and 
can be used effectively on walks, drives 
and other small or medium-sized areas. 
(Bready Tractor & Implement Company. 
Solon, Ohio) 
































FLOWER GROWER 
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Classified Advertising Section 














RATE 40 CENTS PER WORD: (35 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$8.00 
per single insertion; $21.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 











Baby Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas-Rhododendrons- 








MAKES 
JOBS 


WINTER 
EASIER 


& RIDING TRACTORS 
& POWER REVERSE 


bserete 
erate if 


Free Catalog. Write 
ESHELMAN CO. 
THLS — Dept. 406 


SNOW PLOW 4 19 Light St., Balto.2, Md. 


























insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closing date Flowering shrub-Blueberries. CATALOG FREE. GIRARD 
18th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio. 
ORDER. No discount = x —_—— vny. —— ——_—— 
3 p a n . 
Grower, Classified Dept., . Broadway, Albany Bee Supplies ond Honey 
imi BEES INSURE BETTER CROP POLLINATION. Proft- 
Achimines ——— able side line. be $1. ron Aa — Fig gg in 
ACHIMINES. Purple, blue, lavender, white $1.00 per | Beekeeping’ and six months subscription. Free litera- 
dozen. Have seven named varieties for $1.00. ROBERT ture. AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL, Box H, Hamilton, 
CAMPBELL, 1100 Campbell Avenue, Jacksonville, Fla. Illinois. 
African Violets Begonias 
REX BEGONIAS, ——- 100 VARIETIES. Special of- 
SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT, Page 47. Illustrated catalag fer, four choice kind $3.50 Catalog available. 
a valuable cultural advice. FREE! MRS. JENNIB LOGEE’S NORTH STREET. GREENHOUSES, Daniel- 


SPOUTZ, 34300 Moravian Drive, Fraser, Michigan. 


LEAVES—GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS. 150 guaranteed 
new and old varieties. Request list. MRS. KATHLEEN 
COOPER, 4208 De Coursey, Covington, Kentucky. _ 
AFRICAN VIOLETS: Fine selection. All kinds of House 
Plants and Ivies. Send for free catalog. TERRACE VIEW 
GARDENS, Greencastle, Indiana. 


AFRICAN VIOLET Plants 75¢ for the Pacific Coast 
region. Free price list. Leafmoid 2 qts.—75¢._ Violet 
—, 50¢. RUTH S. DOXSEE, 1601 F St., Belling- 
1am Yash. 


SUPPLIES FOR AFR'CAN VIOLET GROWING. In- 
secticides, fungicides, vermiculite, charcoal, peat moss, 
leaf mold, superphosphate, Vitamin BI, Rootone, Plastic 
abels, wicking, ete., etc. Write for price list. NEIL C. 
MILLER, Layton’s Lake, Penns Grove 2, J. 
AFRICAN VIOLETS—50 varieties starter plants in 2” 
pots. Free price list. RAY’S VIOLET HOUSE, 931 11th 
Street, Bowling Green, Ky. 
AFRICAN VIOLETS: Now offering 
Dainty Dutchess, Geneva’s Daughter, Pink Cheer, Ruf- 
fled Queen, Sir Lancelot, Suptita and many others, 
Selenate treated, at reasonable prices. Send for list. 
KENNETH GAINES, 4 Greer St., Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 
AFRICAN VIOLETS—Experienced growers and shippers 
of this lovely houseplant. Are you on our mailing list? 
RUSSWARD GROWERS, Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

ALICE’S VIOLET RACKS—Lovely plants growing under 
Fluorescent Lights—Latest varieties—no shipping. 
5966 Coplin Ave., near Harper, Detroit 13, Mich. 
AFRICAN VIOLET SEED. Packet 306 
crosses, many varieties, growing instructions. 
VIOLET G REENHOUSE, 321 E. 
doah, Towa. 


SAY IT WITH VIOLETS 





























Evening Sunset, 











seeds $1.00 
PAUL'S 
Washington, Shenan- 








African Violet Leaves and 
Plants, shipped anywhere. Freezing weather prevents 
shipping after October. Drop a card for new price list, 
featuring ‘“The Newest of the New and Best of the Old” 
including ““‘YELLOW BROWN GIRL’’. Please get your 
order in early as they will be filled in rotation, in the 
spring. THE VIOLET HOUSE, 828 Kenmore Blvd., 
Akron 14, Ohio. 


BRING CHEER to others and yourself by keeping your 
African Violet Family INTERESTING; my circular will 
list such varieties, PRICED TO PLEASE AND SHARD. 
WHOLESALE and RETAIL prices. Shipping when 
weather permits. THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE, Route 
90 North 2023 Belmont Avenue, MARY MEEDS, Box 
1444, Youngstown, Ohio. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED—from many crosses of many 
varieties. $1.00 for approximately 300 seeds. Planting 
instructions -—“ one FRIENDLY GARDENS, Box 5, 
New Bedford, 














African Violet Pots 


RED CLAY SQUATTY POTS with treated edges. Very 
porous. Still best and most economical. Postpaid east of 
Denver. 3 inch 12—$2.00; 4 inch 10—$2.00. WINDOVER, 
Inglefield, Indiana. 











African Violet Soil 


AFRICAN VIOLET SOIL, Sterilized. Dark and humusy 
with bardwood leafmold. Contains everything — 
need for growth and bloom. Postpaid east of Denver, 
Colo. 4 Ibs. $1.00, 9 Ibs. $2.00, 13 Ibs. $2.50. WINDOVER, 
Inglefield, Indiana. 











Agents Wanted 


“FOG STOP” WINDSHIELD CLOTH. Instantly re- 
moves blurry mist, frost, sleet, snow. Stops windshield 


fogging. Samples sent on trial. KRISTEE 153, Akron, 
110. 





son, Connecticut. 








Bird Lovers 


a woes Electric Heated feeders, window-sill 
post types. Very attractive. $20.0 ppd. V. 
ANDERSON STUDIO, Mount Vernon, Maine. 


Books 


DOLLAR BOOKS: Corsage Making, Flower Arranging, 
Dried Arrangements, and Gardening. Write for Fall 
Catalog. FLORAL ART, Dept. FG-49, Teaneck, New 
Jersey. 
CARE OF HOUSE PLANTS BOOKLETS. Practical and 
Common Sense Cultural Suggestions for Growing the 
following plants at home. African Violets, Amaryllis, 
Azalea, Begonia, Calceolaria, Chinese Evergreen, Ciner- 
aria, Cyclamen, Daffodil, Dish Garden, Easter Lily, 
Gardenia, Genista, Gloxinia, Hyacinth, Hydrangea, Ka- 
lanchoe, Narcissus, Nephthytis, Philodendron, Poinsettia, 
Pothos, Terrarium, Tulips. Any three for fifty cents 
cash postpaid. Whole set of twenty-four, $3.00 postpaid. 
FRANK M. PAGE ASSOCIATES, Department 10, 121 
Columbus Avenue, Springfield, Massachusetts. 























Business Opportunities 


$250 WEEK REPORTED! Color-illustrated book ‘505 
Odd, Successful Businesses’ free! Work at home. Ex- 
pect something odd. PACIFIC-ZZ, Oceanside, Calif. 

TINY TOM THUMB TREES. Grow outdoors and in- 
doors by ancient oriental secret of bonsai used in world- 
famous Japanese miniature gardens with rare seeds of 











exotic, fragrant, flowering trees of Hawaii. Profitable 
hobby. POLYNESIAN PLANTS, 1244 Nakuina Street, 
Dept. 148, Honolulu 17, Hawaii. 





CHINESE RAISED ART. First time offered in United 


States. Fantastic profits. Easy delightful hobby. De- 
tails free. MODERN AIDS, 248 South Main, James- 
town 2, New York. 





MAKE GREEN DYED LYCOPODIUM CHRISTMAS 


WREATHS. Fascinating production course. Supplies. 
Enclose 25¢ for sample corsage. LYCOPODIUM FOUN- 
DATION, St. Paul 8, Minn. 








Cacti & Succulents 


CACTUS-SUCCULENTS: Twenty named varieties—$1.10 
including year membership. Illustrated Handbook 50¢. 
NATIONAL CACTUS-SUCCULENT CLUB, 14286 Polk 
Street, San Fernando, California. 

ARIZONA wag ob SEED easily grown interesting. Fancy 
mixed packet 25¢ or packet of fancy mixed and packet 
Arizona native mixture 35¢ postpaid. NORMANS, Box 
7067 Phoenix, Arizona. 

6 RARE FLOWERING DWARF CACTUS PLANTS, in- 
cluding sacred mushroom $1. Cash orders postpaid 
Resurrection plant free if prompt. AUNT PAT, Edin- 
burg 33, Texas. 














Christmas Decorations 


AMERICAN HOLLY with berry $1.00 per pound. Christ- 
mas wreath made out of cedar $1.50 each. TREXLER 
NURSERY, Seaford, Va. ne 
EVERGREENS FOR CHRISTMAS’ DECORATING. 
Fragrant assorted boughs, holly, cones $3.75, with door- 
swag $5.00 postpaid. Winter corsage or firecones added 














to orders received by Dec. 1. HARRISON’S, 12057 
Third Northeast, Seattle 55, Washington. 

Christmas Gifts 
CHRISTMAS OFFER. Gardeners, Hobbyists, Plant 


lovers. See fascinating details in your own home flowers. 























STRANGE “DRY” WINDOW CLEANER. Sells lik 500-150-300 X Microscope in case $14.75. Wonderful 
wild. Replaces messy rags, liquids. Simply ae = gift =. a a? Other gifts. Re list. 
glass. Samples sent on trial. KRI SE (115 . NASSA AL CO., . Greenwich Avenue, 
Ohio. ‘ ISTEE 154, Akron, Roosevelt, Long Island. 
Amaryllis Colchicine 

AMARYLLIS BULBS, highest quality Mead strain PREPARED BY A DRUGGIST. Amateur or Profes- 
blooming size, mixed colors, 3 for $1.25. Dozen $3.75. sional you will enjoy creating new varieties. Transform 
Bulblets, odd shapes and sizes, bloom in two to three — violets or hobby —— os a. Use = 
years, 2 dozen $1.7 lantin acti ~ Colchicine paste or solution. irections furnished. 
Kissimmee 10, Fiorida. g directions. PHILIP PATE, — ¢y\cyicine WA No COLD. BROOKLANDS. PHATE 








Azaleas 


AZALEAS—40 varieties in red, pink, white, purple and 
combinations of these colors. Send for 1952 list. 
BUCKINGHAM NURSERY, Buckingham, Pa. 


HARDY AZALEAS for spring bloom. Dwarf f Kurumes: 
Hinodegiri, Snow, Christmas Cheer, Coral Bell, Hexe, 
Pink Pearl, Lavender Queen. Japanese varieties: Hardy 
Firefly, Kaempferi, Carmen, Red Amoena, Lilacina, 
Ledifolia Alba. 2 year bushy plants well budded $1; 
3 year $1.50; 4 year $2. Other kinds and sizes. AZALEA 
GARDENS, Box 5904, Crosstown Station, Memphis, Tenn, 
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MACY, 363 The Brooklands, Akron 5, Ohio. 








Corsage Materials 


WILDWOOD CORSAGE beautifull. made. Story of 
materials used included. $2.25 postpaid. MRS. L. G, 
GENTNER, 22 Groveland Avenue, Medford, Oregon. 


CHRISTMAS CCRSAGE MAKERS KIT $2.00. Contains 
green and red Lycopodium cones, Red berries, Foil. 
LYCOPODIUM FOUNDATION, St. Paul 8, Minnesota. 


MATERIALS, books and kits. Also ready to wear Holi- 
day Corsages. Write for Fall Catalog. FLORAL ART, 
Dept. FG-29, Teaneck, New Jersey. 











DAHLIAS-DAHLIAS 


SPECIAL OFFER—6 LARGE EXHIBITION DAHLIAS 
all different colors, send only $2.00 for this grand collee- 
tion post paid. You can have gorgeous blooms from these 
dahlias all next season. Write at once for free 1953 
catalog of Michigan’s finest dahlias wood labels, plant 
bands and other supplies. 


HILL DAHLIA NURSERIES 
179 Welch Ave., Battle Creek, Mich. 





RARE IMPORTED DUTCH 





‘BLACK MAGIC TULIPS 


You'll gasp at the astonishing jet-black 
7 beauty of these rare blooms. While they 
f last, I'li send you 2 large bulbs for 25¢ or 
! 10 for $1 postpaid. Guaranteed to bloom. 


Jack Hurd riversive GARDENS 
RT. 9, BOX 4, OSWEGO, OREGON 


Free Book tor Spring Planting 


SEE latest Ornamental Trees and Shrubs in full 
color. Read authentic descriptions of delicious 
Fruits: Semi-Dwarf Apples, Dwarf Pears, Plums, 
Cherries, Blueberries and other Bush Fruits. 
Write: 


BARNES BROS. NURSERY CO. 
BOX 25, YALESVILLE, CONN. 












1F YOU WANT THE BEST 
SENO FOR OUR LIST... 


LUA 04 
P. O. Box 587 





f 
> Salem, Granen 


Grow Indoors on Small Plants 


rzest LEMONS 


Largest 
Lemons Weigh 1 to 3 Ibs. Also Dwarf Oranges 


Here, at last are two of the most unique © and useful indoor plants 
plants have large, utiful, w white, fragrant 
imagine it—the thri!! of picking ond osing mammoth 
high quality ‘ocean often weighing 1 to 3 lbs. One lemon enough 
for several pies. Dw Oranges are delicious. More fully 
scribed in our catalog of over oe ins in plants, trees, and 
shrubs. Write today for your free cop: 


Ackerman Nurseries: 29 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 











Comaiic Flowered Plants 
Lowest price. Tuberous type,double 
blossoms, mixed colors. Easily grown in pots or 
beds. Top size bulbs. Order today, postpaid, 
- for $1.00 or more plus charges. FOR 
R. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN SBI!) 
Dept. 382 Rockford, Illinois® 











America’s vreferred noe 
p padium for indoor plants .’. 


BLACK MAGIC 


PLANTER MIX 


write for further details 


PARKS-BARNES, INC 


*. ©. BOX 248 HERMOSA BEACH, CALIF 





SEEDS and PLANTS 


WRITE cyt 
Box 29-F 
GRANTS PASS 
OREGON 
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: WANT EVERY READER 


me. of this Paper to have my big new 


SENSATION TOMATO 


“KING GF THE EARLIES” 
Big solid, scarlet fruit, disease 
resistant, heavy yielder. Ideal for 


¥ table or canning. Send 125 SEED 


postal today for 125 seed 
and copy of Seed and Nursery Catalog. FREE 


R.H.SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN, Dept. 377 Rockford, ILL, 


ie OFS » COLCHICINE 


, the MIRACLE DRUG 
eli OF 








>) Causes wondrous plant mutations 
(WwW 
er ao mple scientific chemical means of creat- $ 00 
ing new forms in flowers all plants. Easy to POSTPAID 
use. Complete kit with instruction booklet NO C.O.D. 


ROMAINE B. WARE _ box F, cany, OREGON 





WOODSY CORSAGES UNUSUAL and interesting Cali- 
fornia dried material, you can smell the pine! Decorate 
your gift wrappings then wear them on your suit for many 


seasons. Complete Kit with hints on keeping other types 
Corsages, $1.50; Made up $3.00. MING TREE KITS 
with Ceramic containers, $3.50 and $6.00; All Ming ma- 
terials retail or wholesale, Top Quality only. Hand 
Ceramic Water Lily leaf plates, approximately 8” art 
glazed, $2.00. Price List ree, With  sketcnes. 


Cc alifornia, 


Dahlias 
FOR OVER 20 YEARS SPECIALIZING in the best do- 


MING-C RAFT, Loomis, 


mestic and foreign Dahlias at prices you can afford to 
pay. Write today for special price list. OAKLEIGH 
GDNS., Grand Rapids 4, Mich. 


EDISON’S DAHLIAS—Ask for my 40 page book listing 





= 400 varieties. The new introductions also minia- 
res. Pompons and Foreign Dahlias. SPRINGHILL 
DAHL IA FARM, R. 2, Box F, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


DAHLIAS: Ten large flowering $3.00; Twenty varietics 


$5.00. All different. Lists free. REYNOLDS DAHLIA 
FAKM, Buttell Ave., Lakewood, New Jersey. 
Delphiniums 


Hardy Flower 
KLEIN’S GREENHOUSE, 


WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and _ 
Catalog and Culture Guide. 
North Salem, Indiana. 





DISTINCTIVE GLADS 


The best of the old and the new 


If vou have a garden, you should grow gladiolus. 
If you grow gladiolus, you should have our catalog. 
If you are not on our mailing list, write. Our 
catalog will be issued in December. 


Everett A. & Everett F. Quackenbush 
Box 23, New Cumberland, Pa. 


VIGORO Complete Plant Food 


supplies in ample amounts all the vital 














nutrient elements growing things must 


get from the soil. 


A PRODUCT OF SWIFT & COMPANY 


FREE GARDEN BOOK 


See LIVING FENCES so dense no person or animal 
can get through! See fabulous roses, fruit and shade 
trees, flowering shrubs, bulbs. Items available no- 
where else! Garden hints. Color pictures. Money- 
saving offers. Money-back guarantee. All in my big 
NEW FREE Catalog. Supply limited. Rush postcard 
NOW to: ED SCOFIELD’S GENEVA GARDENS, 
Dept. FG, Geneva, N. Y. 








Sa BBB RRBR BSB EEE EEE EE EE SESE SESE SE SE 


‘NEW LILY CATALOG! 


y Complete listing of Lilies for fall peer 
6 g SPring planting. 
Send for your copy today. 


Males Mors bards 


y Box 38-F Boring, Oregon : 


6g 5 ee Ag ph 


SS 








Distinetive - , 
New € atalog 


Seeds — Bulbs — Plants. Three thou- 





sand kinds available, many exotic, 
rare, unusual. Interesting Catalog, 
well-illustrated on request. Dept. Z. 

MOORESTOWN 


REX. D. PEARCE 


NEW JERSEY 





BRAND’S FINER PEONIES 
and FRENCH LILACS 


From the World’s Best Collections 
Let us know your requirements 


BRAND PEONY FARMS 
134 East Division Street Faribault, Minn. 


50 Feet of Beautiful—Useful 


ROSE HEDGE 


(Rosa Multifiora) 


At Low Cost of $2.45 (Not pp.) 


Have a colorful hedge for your yard—or attractive 
stock-tight fence for your farm with this miracle 
wild Rose plant. Blooms early spring. Developed by 
U. S. Soil Conservation Service. Write today for 
FREE catalog of our complete line of nursery stock. 
ACKERMAN NURSERIES, 40 Lake St., Bridgeman, Mich. 
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Driftwood 


SPECIALISTS. Vases, 
tables, TV's, lamps, 

Information sent 
1101 S.W. 


pieces for waHs, mantels, 
These make unusual gifts. 
request. DRIFTIN’S INC., 
_Portland 4, _ Oregon. 


Flower Arrangement 
A BIT OF OLD LOUISIANA 


lovely 
etc. 
free upon 
_ Fifth Avenue, 


from the deep swamps, 
flower arrangement, conversation pieces, ivy wall pocket 
type cypress knee, $2.00 and up. $5.00 orders postpaid. 


CY PRODUCTS, Ella Street, Lafayette, La. 


ZINNIAS. sti 


combined colors. Te 4 
medium flower 
heads. Send 
=. big © packet 


aN 
R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 384, Rockford, Illinois 














FETTTETETTETETLETET TTT TT TY 
# Baby Hellies Postpaid $2.00 Each 4 
. 10-18’ Specimens $100-250.00 
te Send for free booklet ; 
a 
HOLLY ; 
i EARLE DILATUSH 
fF Holly Specialist 

Rt. 25 (Near Trento Robbinsville, N. J. 











ROSE GUIDE 


Plan your Spring planting of roses NOW. Thx 
STAR ROSE CATALOG is a dependable guick 
to the best varieties in each class, includes ney 
introductions and All-America Rose Selection 
Accurate descriptions and full color illustra 
tions enable you to make selections safel 
ALL STAR ROSES ARE GUARANTEED TO 
BLOOM. 


STAR % ROSES 


The Conard- Pyle Co. West Grove 412, Pa. 





NEARLY 100 carefully selected items for flower arrange- 
ment, Corsages, and holiday decorations at lowest prices. 
Hundreds of thousands of satisfied customers in 48 states. 
For most prompt service order from the oldest flower 
arrangement supply company in the U. S. 6¢ stamp brings 
free illustrated catalog by Air Mail from DOROTHY 
BIDDLE SERVICE, Broadway, Hawthorne, New York. 


Foliage Plants 


5 TROPICAL FOLIAGE PLANTS for $4.50 all different. 








Nice house plants, easy to grow, instructions. Send 3 
stamp for descriptive folder. LEON RAMIREZ FLOR- 
ISTS, 2519 San Bernardo Ave., Laredo, Texas. - 
Fruits 

STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Allen’s 1953 Berry Book tells 
best varieties for home and market, and how to grow 
them. Free Copy Write today. W. F. ALLEN COM- 
PANY, 12 West Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland. 


Ivies 


GLACIER, GOLDDUST, TELEKURL, Fan, Greenripple. 








! 


| 
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DAHLIAS 


Watch for our New 1953 Introductions in 


Flower Grower's January Issue. 
free illustrated catalog listing nearly 
large and small, ready February 1953. 


Parrella Dahlia Gardens 


3380 Ely Avenue Bronx 69, N. Y. 
HOUSE PLANT SEEDS 2 5¢ 
#882 Gloxinia, complete Mix.; Pkt. 


#1794 African Violet Seed; 50 S 25c; 250 Seed, 
$1.00; +2010 Rare Succulents Mix.; +4 Abutilon 
New Hybrids (Flowering Maple). Free Catalog— 





Send for 300 


varieties, 

















Pinoak, California, Star, Sweetheart, Pittsburg, efon- | Many other House Plants and Greenhouse Seeds. 
glomerata, Abundance, 3—$1.25, 7—&2 12— 
WILSON’S, 943 FG, Greenwood nokamn, plea. Geo. W. ‘Park Seed Co. Greenwood 10, S. C. 
Georgia. 
Gladiolus 
STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, 





GLADS FROM HOLLAND. If you are interested in the 
best and most meritorious gladioli please ask for our 
list with prices. J. HEEMSKERK, c/o P. Van Deursen, 
Sassenheim, Holland 





TWO MILLION NEW GLADIOLUS BULBS being har-- 


vested and the 
Ist. Postal 
City, Iowa. 
100 BLOOMING SIZE GLADIOLUS BULBS: 
50 gorgeous colors: $2.25; 200 bulbs $4.00 
Free catalog featuring many outstanding 
TAYLOR GARDENS, Ware, Mass. 
100 LARGE BULBS, 300 dulblets, 
your selection of colors 50. 

BERKSHIRE GARDENS, oe 461, 


Hellebore 


HELLEBORE ~ HYBRIDS. Several colors, $1.25 
25, Cymbidium Orchids, $4.50, three $12.00. 

fie HACIENDA DE BELLONA, 

Monte. Calif. 


Hemerocallis Daylilies 


DAYLILIES- —Surely you'll want our r catalog in natural 
colors from the largest grower in America. It’s yours, 
it’s free! RUSSELL G ARDE NS, Box C, Spring, Texas. 


_ best ever. _New catalogue about January 
brings it. VENNARD’S, Box 394-F, Sioux 


in about 
postpaid. 
varieties. 


Choice varieties or 
Wholesale & Retail. 
Pittsfield, Mass. _ 

















three 
“Se nd for 
11720 East Killian, El 

















 Sebudionine ‘Slide Progrems 


10¢ BRINGS LIST 100 NEW RENTAL SETS. Roses, 
Iris, Daylilies, Gardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows, 
etc. PHILIP C ORLISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona. 


ENLIVEN CLUB PROGRAMS by showing rented Koda- 








chromes of beautiful flowers, gardens, trees, animals, 
_ SOUTHERN COLORSLIDES, Box 584, Atlanta, 
3a. 











Miscellaneous 
OUTDOOR TOILETS, CESSPOOLS, SEPTIC TANKS 








cleaned, deodorized with amazing PAW PAW ODOR- 
LESS. - Tried and proved effective by over 150,000 
worldwide customers. Easy, safe, economical to use. 
Saves digging, pumping. Satisfaction guaranteed or 
money back. Postcard brings FREE details. BURSON 
LABORATORIES, Dept. C-34, Chicago 22, Mlinois. 

PECANS, Large selected, rich meats, Delivered 5 Ibs, 
$2.85. 10 Ibs, $5.50. 25 Ibs. $12.50. Fruit Cake, 


World “ ar e 1910. Delivered Christmas wrapped 
Ibs Ibs. $6.00. Guaranteed delicious, 
BREWTON. ‘STY LES PECAN CO., Claxton, Ga. 


CUT & HOLD SHEARS $2 postpaid. 
professional flower arrangers. 
CHANGE, Rm. 53, Douglas Bik., 


GARD 
Omaha, 


ENER’S 
Nebr. 


EX- 
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CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE 
ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 


1912, AND MARCH 8, 1933 
Of Flower G rower, poliahet monthly at Albany, N. Y. 
for September 30, 1952. 
State of New York 2? _ 
County of Albany § >* 
Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and 


county aforesaid, personally appeared J. Donald Harrison, 
who having been duly sworn according to law, deposes 
and says that he is Business Manager of Flower Grower, 
and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the ownership, manage- 
ment, ete., of the aforesaid publication for the date 
shown in the above caption, required by the Act of 
August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March : 
1933, embodied in section Postal Laws and Regula- 
tions, to wit: 

1. That the name and address of the 
and business manager is: John R. 
Central Terminal, N. Y., N. Y., 


O° 
Dob, 


publisher, editor, 
Whiting, 2049 Grand 
Publisher; Theodore A. 
i: ee Se 


Weston, 2049 Grand Central Terminal, N. 
Editor; and J. Donald Harrison, 99 N. sroadway, Albany 
N. Y., Business Manager. 

2. That the owner is Williams Press, Ine., North 
troadway, Albany, N. Y. Stockholders holding 1% or 


more of stock: Ernest F. Sarvoets, Robert R. Barvoets, 
Brooks R. Barvoets, Ernest F. Barvoets, Jr., and Donald 
A. Barvoets, all of Albany, N. Y., and Esther B. Eben, 
New York City. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities 
are: None 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the 
names of the owners, stockholders, and security holders, 
if any, contains not only the list of stockholders and se- 
curity holders as they appear upon the books of the com 
pany but also, in cases where the stockholders or security 
holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee 
or in any other fiduciary relation, the name of the person 
or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given; 
also that the said two paragraphs contain statements e! 
bracing affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the ci! 
cumstances and conditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon the books of thie 
company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a ca- 
pacity other than that of a bonafide owner; and t! 
affiant has no reason to believe that any other person, 
association, or corporation has any interest direct 
indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other securities than 
as so stated by him. 


J. DONALD HARRISON, 
Business Manager. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 3rd day of 
September, 1952. 
[SEAL] MARY PETERSON, 


(My commission expires March 30, 1954.) 
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FROM 


Shoes LL PITLONKA 


For sparkling colors, enormous, prolific 
blooms and most desired varieties, plant 
this carefully selected Pitzonka Mixture. 
Cut-Flower Mixture of Pansies 
1/3 OB. ceccccecccsscces $1.50 ppd. 
1/16 oz. $2.50 ppd. 
i " For Pansy and Perennial Catalog in color 
Uy \\ S send 25¢ coin. 


PITZONKA’S PANSY FARM, Box (62, Bristol, Pa. 


SCENTED! 


BIG 











Varieties — Rose, 


Spice, Lemon. Assorted 
oF and Pungent list- § for $2 
ed in our Free Catalog. 

Ww ELSON BROS. P.O. Box 48 








Roachdale, Ind. 





ST, AUGUSTINE GRASS 





Makes the world’s most beautiful lawn, a padded heavy 
arpet, green year round. Thrives in dense shade as 
well as sun. It pushes all other grass and weeds out. 
tequires little mowing. You stick the twigs among 
ynther grass and weeds and it spreads fast. It will sur- 


ive freezing weather. Now is time to plant. 1 Bu. 
plants about 400 Sq. ft., twigs 8 inches apart. Order 
oow. $3.00 per bushel. 

NATIONAL NURSERIES, Dept. FG, Biloxi, Miss. 


Free Colorful catalog on Camellias and Azaleas 


FREE CATALOG 


Send today for your copy of our free 
catalog listing one of America’s largest 
collections of perennial and rock plants. 


LAMB NURSERIES 
E. 101 Sharp, Box F-12, Spokane 2, Wash. 


















Learn to make Professional sprays, 
wreaths. corsages, table arrangements. 
etc. Earn your diploma at home. Send 
for FREE booklet ‘“‘OPPORTUNITIES 
IN FLORISTRY.”' Help fill demand 
for arrangers and lecturers. 

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
DPT. F-12,310 S. Robertson Blvd. 


Los Angeles 48, California 


GLADIOLUS 
Our 30th Annual Catalog ready in January 
Contains the best of the new and standard varie- 








ties, and a few of the newer ones in natural colors, 
also ‘‘The Story of Glads’’, which tells their his- 
tory, their culture, and their high place in the 
flower world. Free Fall list now ready. 

FOSS HEATON GLAD GARDENS 
Box 400 Creston, lowa 














VAN BOURGONDIEN’S 
FREE, INFORMATIVE, FULL-COLOR 


BULB CATALOGUE! 


Lists hundreds of choice imported vorie- 
ties grown on famous Van Bourgondien 
farms in Holland...plus selected 
varieties from all over the world! 
















VAN BOURGONDIEN BROS. ... 
TTI AG, | BABYLON, New York 

















T ° 
Z o Gard ° 
’ | ’ ’ 
= Z 
E> RB :qe 
ae | e HUNDREDS 
—/ WY —M\ Send for this greatest of all OF 
"ae Spring Hill catalogs. Help- | Seecc, 
\ Sy, 9 elp eecial 
re — % ful hints .. . early order Ofers 
= 10 discounts .. . illustrated 
4th Roses, shrubs, fruit and shade trees, 
YEAR fiowers, bulbs. Guaranteed. 


SPRINGHILL NURSERIES, Tipp City, Ohio, Dept.C-11 


| Sea LEMON PLANTS 


DWARF 
Everbearing 








ONLY 


$1.00 
EACH 
two for $1.85 


House Plant 


Unique pot plant, grows real edible fruit. Lovely fra- 
grant, waxy white flowers, large juicy lemons. Sup- 
ply limited. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send $1 for 1. 
$1.85 for 2 or C.O.D. plus charges. Order today. 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedman, Dept. 383, Rockford, Illinols 
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Nursery Stock 


SEND FOR LIST. 75 rare trees, shrubs, perennials, an- 
nual flowers 5—25¢. BARTHOLOMEW NURSERY, Ful- 
lerton, Pa. = 
FRUIT TREES! Stark Bro’s sensational new ‘‘Dwarfs’’ 
Also standard size, exclusive patented, trade-marked 
varieties produce abundant, larger, better apples, peaches, 
pears. All fruit faster growing, quicker bearing. Also 
beautiful ornamental trees and shrubs. Get giant new 
Colorphoto catalog FREE. STARK BRO’S., Dept. 30053, 
Louisiana, Missouri. 

















; Orchids 
BLOOMING SIZE ORCHID PLANTS $2 to $6 . 
Cattleyas, large flowers, 4” to 8” pots. Dendrobivms 3 
pots. $2.50. WARNIMONT’S GREENHOUSE, Roselle, 
Ill. 

ORCHID PLANTS: Easy 
from Central America. 








each. 





to grow, unestablished orchids 
Blooming size, our selection. 6 


assorted, labeled, $5.75 ppd. UNDER NEW MANAGE- 
MENT. THE EXOTIC PLANT CO., Box 1401, Laredo, 
Texas. 





Blooming size cat- 


GROW ORCHIDS IN YOUR HOME 








tleya $2.00 each, three for $5.50. Free Cultural Instruc- 
tions. Send no money. Pay on Delivery. CLARENCE J 
BENDLE, 615 Fifth Avenue Building, Moline, Mlinois. 
Orchid Cactus 
SURPLUS SALE—ORCHID CACTUS CUTTINGS 
(mixed colors) $1.25 per dozen, $8.75 per Bsc! post paid. 
PERC ASH, 1215 Nopal, Santa Barbara, C Calif. ay 
Orchid Plants 
ORCHID PLANTS for winter blooming $10 to $25. 
Magnificent plants. Flowers are 5 to 7 inches in diam- 
eter. Expertlv written, simple to understand, illustrated 
book on growing orchids only 50¢ postpaid. SAMUEL 
PRESNER, (Orchidologist), Box 4550-F3, Coral Gables, 
Florida. 











Pansies 
STEELE’S JUMBO MIXED the largest flowering Pansies, 
great color range: also Steele’s Butterfly Hybrids, in 
unbelievably ruffled, fluted flowers, very good for cutting. 
All plants blooming size. Postpaid 50 plants $3.00; 100 


















plants $5.75. PLAIN CITY GREENHOU SES, Plain 
City, Ohio. j - 
SWISS GIANT mixed color pansy plants postpaid i— 
$2.00, 100—85.00. Sorry no COD! GINN'S PANSY 
GARDEN, 726 North Englewood, Tyler, Te ~+4 2s 

Plants Grow Faster a: 
USE ELECTRIC | HEATING. | CABLE ha beds. benches, 
ete. 2° 9 20 4’ $3.00, 6’ x 6° 


$6.00, ia 
Herkimer, N. 


i aR f a Hes *308 y _ 
Z. 











Plant = 


ALUMITAGS, permanent labels. Aluminum 
wires, a pencil makes a permanent mark. 
evelet. 25 tags 35¢, 75 tags $1.99. Postpaid. 
MORE & GRIFFIN, Valdosta, Georgia. 


WRITE YOUR OWN Aluminum Plant 
ordinary pencil or ball-point. Waterproof! 
Fadeproof! 100 for $1.00, or 400 for $3.00 
Specify pointed or tie-on types. Ideal gardening 
WALDOR GREENHOUSES, tox 188-F, § S- Salem, 








tags and 
Reinforced 
PARRA- 





Labels—with 
Rustproof! 
postpaid. 
gift! 
Mass. 














Primroses 


FRESH AND BEAUTIFUL AS A SPRING MORNING— 
Barnhaven’s famous silver-dollar Primroses-—hardy, giant 
flowered, countless shades and tints. Plants and trans- 
plants, fall and spring delivery, depending upon locality. 
Easily germinated, hand-pollinated seeds for fall plant- 
ing. Write for uniquely styled catalog illustrating these 
and other new originations and favorite old Primroses. 
BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Oregon. 


OREGON HYBRID POLYANTHUS PRIMROSE SEEDS. 
Early flowering type, dollar per package with guide post- 
paid. No catalog. PRIMROSE ACRES, Gladstone 8, 
Ore. 

















Prize Awards 








PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for samples 


and prices to THE HORNER PRESS, PO Box 85, Rut- 











ledge, Del. Co., Pennsylvania. 
: Roses 
ROSE BUSHES—AlIl best varieties, guaranteed. Free 


color catalog showing care and culture. MeCLUNG BROS. 
ROSE NURSERY, Route 5, Box 275-H. Tyler, Texas. 


BIG, FREE ROSE CATALOG—32 pages, natural color, 
1953 All-America Rose Selections and 130 varieties of rose 
garden favorites. One of Texas’ largest and oldest rose 
growers. ARP ROSES, INC., 30X_ A78R, _Tyler, Texas. 


ROSEBUSHES—2 Yr. Top Grade. Best Patented, Old- 
varieties. Guaranteed true to 


fashioned and standard 











label. Folder in color free. ROSEMONT NURSERIES, 
Dept. F, Box 839,*Tyler, Texas. —__ ae 
a Seeds 

FOR SALE—Gennine Bird of Paradise plant seed. New 
crop. Strelitzia Nicolai, Strelitzia Reginae. 12 seeds for 
$2.00, 5 seeds for $1.00. S. RICHARD DE KOLD, Box 
291, Vero Reach, Fla. a in 

Special Offers 
ORIGINATOR’S STRAIN of beautiful new ¢ new Celosia ex- 


cellent cut-flowers, 
50¢, Maple Gold, 


fresh or dried. 
Green Gold, 


Gilbert’s Crimson Gold 
Rose Beauty and Harlequin 





25¢ each. All 5 pkts. for $1.00. CELOSIA GARDENS, 
Galesburg, Illinois. 

Vermiculite 
TERRA-LITE brand vermiculite—at your local garden 
supply dealer. Approximate prices: 4 cu. ft. bag, $2.25: 
2 bushel hag, $1.85: % bushel, .85: 4 qt. bag, .239. For 
name of your dealer nearest you, and FREE econ 
ture, write oe A-LITE DIVISION, Zonolite Company, 
Dept. FG-C, 135 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, II. 





Wild Flowers 
NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, 


evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, 
vines. Free catalogue. TITREE LAURELS, 
x. ©. 





azaleas, 
ferns, 
Marshall, 














to make your 
HOUSEPLANTS 


HOW ses GO! 


Just spray foliage or feed thru soil 
with MANNA (fast-acting plant 
food and transplant-starter), and 
energize soil with living-organism 
ActivO . .. and see the amazing 
new sustained pep and growth! 
Grow prize AFRICAN VIOLETS. Re- 
sults, or your money back. Rush 
order now for enough MANNA to 
make 60 gallons liquid fertilizer, 
a free colorful plastic flower pot, and year’s supply 
ActivO, together only $1.95, ppd. 


MANNA-ActivO Co., Bridgeton 56, 








Indiana 


GLADIOLUS 


Just a postal will bring you our new 1953 glad list 
in color, containing most of the show winners. Our 
prices are reasonable and quality the finest. Glad- 
iolus exclusively since 1923. 


WEEKS GLADIOLUS GARDENS 


3132 N. River Road Salem, Oregon 


~——— EE 
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LEARN LANDSCAPING 


Men—Women! 

absorbing hobby. 
to-follow 
8-12 










Profitable career— 

Thorough, easy- 
home-study course takes 
months’ spare time. Land- 
scape gardening for homes, estates, 
arks, cemeteries. Successful grad- 
ates throughout the world. 36th 
year. Write for free catalog today. 


American Landscape School 
6700 Grand Ave. 
Des Moines 12, lowa 


OWN CUTTINGS IN 

















ROOT YOUR 






in a box, greenhouse, or Hotbed. Scientific instructions. 
copyrighted, $1.00. It is easy, in an amazingly short 
time, to root cuttings of Camellias, Azaleas, Gardenias, 
Roses, Evergreens, and other plants, in sand, any time 
of the year, with our instructions. This information costs 


us thousands of dollars, and years of experience, and 
costs you only $1.00. Postpaid. 
National Nurseries Dept. FG, Biloxi, Mississippi 


Free catalog on Camellias, Agaleas, Gardenias 


T’S FREE = 





Henderson’s Bis Colorful Spring Catalog lists 
the newest and finest seeds, bulk Ss, roses and 
accessories tor your garden. 
Write for Your Copy Today 


Peter Henderson, Stump & Walter Co. 
® 6-12 Henderson Bidg., 1010 Garfield Ave., 
Jersey City, N. J. 


érrictly LILIES 


Get the world's most complete lily 
catalog! Illustrated in color. Send 
~* 25c (coin) for your copy TODAY. 


ROMAINE B. WARE carey. or. 


NEVER 
BEFORE 
OFFERED 


25¢ 


POstTpaID 








we 











ONE BULB EA 
RED CHIEF, LAVENDER BLUE 
Grows 12" to 15’’ flowers on strong, sturdy 
stems. Separately labelled. Culture included. Send only 25c 
for 2, 50c for 4, $1 for 8 and Seed & Nursery Catalog. 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 374, Rockford, Iilinois 
BE A FLORIST 


Learn to make corsages, wreaths, 
sprays, wedding bouquets, etc. 
Easy to learn by mail. Write for 
our free school catalog or send for 
*special illustrated lesson, ‘‘How to 
Make 15 Florist Type Corenge 


FLOWER SCHOOL, Inc. 
Box 386-F Pacific Palisades, Calif. 




















ro sly tila tani lin jin, al vee, 


- §6§GLADIOLUS BULBS 1 


> Heavy, round, plumb bulbs that will produce the4 
Ptall spikes and long flower heads. No dry weather4 
P trouble, all grown under Skinner system of irrigation. 4 
> Many new varieties. The best in exhibition and com-4 
> mercial varieties. 27 years in business. A post card4 
>with name and address will bring our new Fall 
> price list. 

> HEBERLING’S GLADIOLUS, INC. 4 
KR iH. _Heberling, Pres. Easton, Llinois¢ 
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Things Out-of-the-Ordinary 





Color Harmony Selector 


ef you are really serious about your 
flower arranging, here is a gadget that 
will help boost you from the novice 
class right into the select circle so far as 
color harmony is concerned. Easy to use 
in garden or at your work table, it auto- 
matically points out triads, compliments 
and split compliments and groups an- 
alogous colors so you ‘no longer have to 
A grand Christmas gift for that 
flower-arranging friend is the Keyes 
Color Harmony Selector, Keyes & Co., 
1303 Bell Avenue, Des Moines 15, Iowa. 


guess. 


Burpeeana Early Aster 


@ A friend who grows two or three acres 
of annual asters for cut flowers tells 
me he made more money on the new 
Burpeeana Early this year than any other 
variety. Perhaps this was because it 
came so early that it escaped the “yel- 
lows” without any fussing and was as 
good as the other kinds grown in a 
cloth house. It certainly makes a nice 
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Conducted by C. W. WOOD 


plant, branching from the base and pro- 
ducing many stems about 20 inches long, 
each terminating in a _ large, lovely 
flower. The flowers appear about two 
weeks earlier than other well-known 
earlies. It is available in the usual aster 
colors from W. Ailee Burpee Co., Phila- 
delphia 32, Pennsylvania. 


Marigold Sunny 


® Because I like the new single French 
marigold Sunny so much, especially as 
an edging plant, I kept my eyes open 
for it everywhere I went this year. Since 
I saw it only twice, I suspect it escaped 
the attention of a lot of gardeners. The 
plant makes a well-rounded bush up to 
15 inches high covered with single, sun- 
light-yellow marigolds about 2 inches 





across. From this thumbnail description, 
experienced gardeners will see the plant’s 
vast possibilities in the garden. My seed 
came from Vaughan’s Seed Store, 601 
West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago 6, Illi- 
nois, or 47 Barclay Street, New York 7, 
New York, 


Viola Bluette 


¢ As if it were yesterday, I remember 
when viola Jersey Gem came on the 
horticultural scene and its originator, 
that incomparable plantsman, the late 
T. A. Weston, sent me a number of plants 
in full bloom. I thought there was never 
so lovely a thing in violas. I have thought 
the same for a good many years but it 
now looks like the new Bluette, which 
I had this summer from N. A. Hallauer, 
Webster. New York, will take its place. 
Bluette’s flowers are almost the same 
color as true Jersey Gem but (and this 
is important in the matter of showiness) 


the flowers are almost twice as large 
Its prodigality of bloom is an important 
part of its all-around goodness. 


Howard’s Miracle Plum 


e Last August, unannounced, the mail- 
man brought a small parcel of the most 
unique plum that I have ever tasted. 
In the same mail was a letter from the 
friend who sent the parcel telling me 
that it was the new Howard’s Miracle 
Plum. The fruits were large (2 inches 
or more in diameter) and, in addition 
to the plum flavor, carried a decided 
suggestion of peach in their make-up. | 
now read in the Maloney Brothers Nur- 
sery Co. (Dansville, New York) cata- 
logue that the tree is very hardy, 
self-fertile, grows small enough for the 
home garden and ripens its fruits in July 
and August. It all sounds like an inter- 
esting item for the fruit lover. 


Pansy Tigress 


elf you like the pattern of the strain 
of pansies known as Felix, which was 
recommended in this column last year, 
you may be ready for the next step in 
pansy culture. You will find it in a new 
strain, Tigress, introduced by Geo. J. 
Ball, Inc., and available from Geo. W. 
Park Seed Co., Greenwood, South Caro- 
lina. It has many features of special 
interest to me, not the least of them its 


pleasing fragrance. It is also very 


floriferous, far more so than the giants 
can hope to be. And, finally, there is a 
bewildering range of colors in entranc- 
ing patterns, mostly striped and varie- 
gated. Their long stems make picking a 
pleasure. (See picture below.) 
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JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
513 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 
Send at the proper planting time for my 


location, the number of new J&P Climbers indi- 
cated below. I ..in full 


me, 


NE Bliss <s adeess 
payment. 








now! $2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40 
.. CORAL DAWN ($2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60;.12 for 
$26.40) 
PINK CLOUD ($2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for J . 
= OCKSON &FerKINs LO 
N J 
ame e 
INE cos a/R sensanstoratacanadoccxaies Yl Largedl Llse Growetd 
City one... DUMB ..sccens NEWARK NEW YORK 
WER 4 cs oe ee oe oe eee ese es 
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CURTAINS ,ROSES 





A Coral-Color Climber 


At 
CORAL-PINK color! Yes, a sparkling deep coral-pink 


... the color that has become so popular in bush roses, 
but unavailable in a Climber, until now. The color 
really /asts—coral tone does not fade at any stage .. . 
from the dainty pointed buds to the slow-opening, grace- 


ful, long-lasting, large-flowers 44 inch blooms. 

This new color is Coral Dawn's main attraction—but 
it is a superior Climber in every other respect too. Pro- 
duces the same continuous repetition of flowering as 
the popular New Dawn—only the Roses themselves 
are larger, fuller, more colorful—and freely decorate 
the plant all summer long, in clusters of from 3 to 20 
buds. The lustrous dark green foliage is disease-resistant 

and the entire plant does extremely well in all 
regions. It’s guaranteed to live and bloom in your gar- 
den. Order NOW. $2.50 each—3 for $6.60—12 for $26.40 


last!—a brand-new everblooming Climber with a 





(Plant Patent 
Applied For) 


A GORGEOUS NEW 
inn aoe 






(Plant Patent 
Applied For) 


What a gorgeous Climber this is! 
Bursts out with scores upon scores of 
rich pink flowers in clusters so 
huge, so solid that it looks like a soft 
fluffy, pink cloud slowly floating 
upward and finally enveloping the 
entire pillar! 

Yes, the over all effect is truly stun- 
ning—yet the individual blooms are 
beautiful in themselves. Each Rose is 
a glowing deep pink . . . fully double 

. measuring up to 3} inches across 

-appearing in immense bouquet-like 
clusters of 5 to 20 flowers! 
GUARANTEED TO LIVE & BLOOM! 

You continue to have an abundance 

of these lovely Roses from Spring 
until late Summer—as Pink Cloud 
repeats its . top-to-bottom bloom 
again and again! Shiny foliage is rounded, 
decorative and disease-resistant. Grows 6-8 
ft. tall—a perfect pillar rose. Be the first 
to display this new beauty—mail coupon 
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{]7411 All 7 Newer, 
Seed Offer Ever Made 









Name 


St. or R.D 


P.O 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. ( Philadelphia 32, Pa. 


280 Burpee Building ! Clinton, lowa 
f—) Send 60 Seeds Burpeeana Early Asters FREE. 
} Send POSTPAID the Guaranteed Burpee Seeds 


Lhave marked below 


1663 Burpeeana Extra — Asters 
Packet (151) Seeds) 25¢ 1 


CL) Send Burpee’s 1953 Seed Catalog FREE 







Riverside, California 


IL enclose stamp for postage. 





/16 Ounce $1.00 


Better Burpee Flowers Greitest 
by Burpee -7 Pkts., $1.90 Value for $1.00 





Enclosed is §$ 


Zone State 


Dip 














ASTERS 


Extra Early, 
Easy to Grow 


Grow these Beautiful Asters, even where 
others have failed for years! Enthusias- 
tic praise has come from gardeners all 
over the nation. 






This new sensation, from Burpec’s Floradale Farn 
where new flowers are created, has so much vigor the plan 
bloom wecks ecarlicr—escaping plant discases. They are } 
days ahead of the best-known previous early kind wit 
more, larger and better flowers on much _ longer 
stronger stems. The big, handsome, 3- to 4-in. blooms 
semble the prized late-flowering American Beauties, in 4 
the best colors mixed. 


Entirely New Style 


Many Long Stems Right from the Ground 


The plants are very erect, base-branching, and the extra 


long 20-in. stems extend straight up to the blooms. There 
are many stems per plant, making a grand display. This 
new erect habit means more plants can be grown in the 
average garden. Exquisite in bouquets. 


Burpee experts devoted years of research to these new 
Asters, so everyone may now enjoy this greatly IMPLOVE< 
favorite American flower. Send for your seeds right away 
so you'll be sure to have them to start early. 


FREE, for a limited time only— 


Send stamp for postage and we'll mail you 60 Seeds " 


Or for a Larger 
Planting, Postpaid Packet 2 5¢ 1/16 Ounce 


EXTRA SPECIAL! 


Greatest Seed Offer Ever Made 
BY BURPEE 


Newer, Better Flowers—All Burpee Creation 


7 Kinds, $1.90 Value for only $s] 


Burpecana Asters pictured; Burpee Giant Hy- 
brid Zinnias surpassing all others in wonderful 
colors, huge fluffy blooms, extra long stems; Tef 
Giant Ruffled Snapdragons with bigger flowers, strong 
stems, gorgeous colors; Burpee Supreme Petunias, € 
quisite salmon; Violet G White Alyssum unique coli 
blend; Burpee Wonder Larkspur more long spike 
lovely colors; Glitters Marigold bright yellow, lil 
giant chrysanthemums, long stems. 
All Seven 25¢- to 40¢-Packets, value $1.90 for $1.0¢ 


Order Today Direct From This Page 












BURPEE I tter flowers created by Burpee, was ahend 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


280 Burpee Building, ./ neurest city: 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. «7 Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Cal. 


1953 Burpee ALSO 
eee Gane RE 







of older kinds also amazing Burpee Hybrid | Burpe, 
Vegetables. 12S pages of valuable helps to A 


make your 1955 garden the best ever, 
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